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PREFACE. 


T H E Falling Dj 8 were not at 
fußt aefigned for either Pulpit or Preſs, 


but for a mere moral amuſement to myſelf, in 


conſequence of an impreſſion left on my mind 2 55 


the ſcriptural paſſage I have wr 2s for. a 

general text to them all—namely—A river 
iſſued out of the place of pleaſure, to water 
e which thence is divided into four 


eads. I thought I charly ſaw there @ + 
. Sribing analogy, or proportional fimilitude,. 
between the amenity f earthly paradiſe and 


"the beauty of Grace in a Virtuous Soul. 
— Between the friendly rive, of that garden 
and the Fear of the Lord, or kindly fountain 


of life, granted to the Good towards cheriſh- 


ing within them that prety which conſtitutes 


their ſpiritual paradiſe in this life :—as alſo. 


between the four extenſive heads which, finally 
divided the ſtream of Eden, and the four 


aweful Subjects of ſpiritual Alarm, which 
now divide the religious fears and hopes of 
every thinking Chriſtian. And when I re- 
ected on the natural import of the appel- 
lations Piſon, Gihon, Hiddekel and Eu- 
phrates, and compared their radical mean- 
inge with the reſpeftive natures and circum- 


e of Death, Judgment, Hell and 


. Heaven, 
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Heaven, I was ſtill more perſuaded that tus 
whole Paſſage might be taken as an allifion, 
in the figurative Senſe, tothe Laſt, Things 
of Man. Ef 
This it was that determined me at length 
to commit my thoughts to writing, to try 
whether in reality the. allegory” which" thus 
preſented itſelf to my mind was ſujjiciently 
ſolid to enable me, in à ſeries of regular con- 
netted Diſcourſes, to ſupport the allufion to 
the end. In fat upon trial I found it 
was fo, and found the taſe I had underta- 
ken jo very eafy a one, that, mmjiead of want- 
ing either Art or. Study to dragg my ſub- 
ject after me, I had little more to do than o 
follow That, amidſi the clear and abundant 
Lights which multiphed before me at every 
ſteß. TI divided the matter into five ſeparate 
, but correſpondent diſcourſes ; the firſt on the 
Fear of God, t anſwer to tbe river of Eden, 
17 which I conſidered as a figure of it; and tbe 
= © ſubſequent: four on the tour laſt Things pre- 
J figured in the four Heads into which that 
river became divided. In doing which I found 
the allegory every where ſo conſiſtent, natural 
and eaſy, that, without ever having occaſion 
for wwrefting any Paſſage or flraining any Text 
zo illuſtrate it, or for mutilating or diſtorting 
one ſingle Quotation to drag it to my purpoſe, 
1 compleated my plan ere I was well aware of 
4 ; and ſaw the five Diſcourſes begun and 
e " finiſhed 
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- finiſhed.in nigh as 


ſhort a time as was ne- 
quifite to 3 them in legible characters. 


wil onvinced, by thoſe Dicourſer, of the ſtrict 


Popriety of the allegory I undertook to ex- 
Plain, and That Convittion being the only Point 


'{ parſued in compoſing them, I threw them 


gude as ſoon as finiſhed ; and had almoſt for- 
gotten that I had any thing by me of . the kind 


till ſome years after, that I happened to be 
Sollicited to preach to 4 very numerous con- 


gregation : When reflecting on them again,. 


and hoping that others might reap as much 


ſpiritual benefit from hearing them, as I bad 
rom their compoſition, I reſofved to utter them 
ſucceſſively to the Public in their firſt artheſs, 


unlaboured and unpoliſbed Form. Moreover 
recollecting, that the Middle State of ome 
of God's departed Elect has no ſmall con- 
nection with the Laſt Things of man, I 


_ thought it would neither be unacceptable nor 


unuſeful to my auditors { nor indeed quite un- 


neceſſary} -to introduce between the Diſcourſe 


upon Hell and That upon Heaven, a diftin&t 
One concerning that intermediate State; ef= 
pecially as a remarkable Paſſage in the Pro- 
pbet Joel ſcbap. m. ver. 19} favoured my 
doing it without breaking the thread of the 
Allegory I had carried through my other 
Diſcourſes from the aforementioned Text. 

And farther to render the whole more prac- 
rically and ectuaily uſeful to my Hearers, I 
Judged it adviſable to add (as m fats I did, y 
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way of 888 70 hel 5 ha 10 OY 3 
ual Inſtructiamt a Seventh: Diſcourſe, which 5 
might enable Perſons of the meaneſt capacity 
to male a proper application of the ſeve 
doftrines therein contained to their own gd : 
e perſonal exigencies, according in th 
tate which every one ſhould chance to be my 
whether of: Grace or Guilt. 
Such was the original Form 'of cheſs Di 2 
courſes For it was not till I ſet about print- 
' ing them, that (for the Reader's cafe J Ai. 
vided the Seven into Fourteen. And That 
J did with little other akteration than—the | 
Addition of a. few words of Conclufion'to 
the Firſt Part, and a ſhort Introduction 20 ; 
the Second part of every one of the original 
Seven, 10 give them the confiſtence of ſeparate 
diſcourſes ;—and the placing. my Raflectioms on 
4 Middle-State at the end of the Work, by 
way of Appendix, as not being ſtrittly a 
Part of what is commonly I by the 
Laſt Things of Man. 
The ſpiritual Fruit I hoped for from FR 
Trio of theſe Diſcourſes in their primi- 
rive ſhape, I was ſo far from being diſap- 
pointed of, that beides the uniuerſal, and 
ßbperbabs more than deſerved, approbation. 
den met with from a-conſtant crouded Au- 
aence made-up of Perſons of all religions and 
ranks) I had the unſpeakable conſolation to 
be phyſically certain {as far as the heart of 
man can be known by his words and bis actions 
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And fleady Converfion of ſeveral orthodox Chri- 


5 Nians from an face fo babit , fin to & life 


- . wiv yo religious piety. Hence I was encow., 
Fuge 4 to repeat them ime time aff after to another | 
larger audience of the ſame «wor iſcuous kind, : 
and with the E ill without 
the leaſt defign of trufting Jew = myſelf to 
tte venomous Talons of Envy and Malice „ 
Pſeudb- criticiſin, by committing them to tb 
in Jill at length the repeated Solicitations * } 
Per ſons . both Congregations urged © 
* That out of Scruple," which ever ſo | 
5 25 Vanity would have Joes: fo ue mo 
forever from: dos 
I was na: inſenfible of che e which 
Ws  the-weakeſt oduttions often derive from a. 
| ſpirited juſineſs of delivery; ant therefore. 
could not be certain that the applauſe, theſe” 
di rſcourſes met with in the pulpit, might not be 


owing chiefly to ſome | ſhare of propriety in ie 


_ utterance of them. For I was ſo far font 
being conſcious of: perfection in the\compeſitron' 
Ilſell, that an abſolute want of leiſure (and 


| perhaps of talent) to make "theſe dl ſcourſes ar 
compleat as tbe matter deſerves, would: have - 


determined me to ſuppreſs inſtead af pubhſbing* 8 


them ; but that F was conſcious'they could nos 
do harm, and had ſeen by experience that they 
_. might 4% ſome g oo, at leaft among ſuch e 
3 er Perfns as are capable of reſpe tins" 
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| a dreſs And therefore Tec to. conquer | 
my repugnance; that I might not become an- 
Rk ble to God for refufing ta be acceſſary in 
 Jome A gree to the ſpiritual Good of mankind; + 
and This through the ſetwile Fear of bringing 
into queſtion my Abilities asa Writer.” Theſe 
and only theſe were the Motivues which induced 
ne to print the following. Diſcourſes, which I 
now preſent the Public with int \plain and 
bome- ſpun garb] have been able to meer them. 
According towhat I firſt propoſed they | 
have been publiſhed the = ginning of laſt — N 
ter; and they infallibly. would have been 1 
5 I for the very 6 60s and lingering Illneſs 
e many months duration, which it pleaſed that 
all-wiſe Being to lay upon me, who, whatever 
Man may propoſe, has the ſole and ſupreme 
right of diſpuſing. And this, Tflaiter myſelf 
1 abundantly clear me with the Public. of 
any culpable breach of my promiſe in that NN 
FHicular. But indeed ¶ have reafon to think, 
Jan already acquitted; confidering the en- 
couragement, "which ſpite of that A theſe 
| Diſcourſes. have met with, notwithſtanding 
the immenſe pains and various artifices, which, 
with a peeviſh induſtry more worthy of pity 


_ than anger, have been clandeſlinely exerted, 


though i in vain, to put every body out of con- 
ceit "ith the twork even before its 8 
However os 1 have no notion of building on 
ruins, for Charity's ſake 1 forbear to hint ot: 


the Authors of ſuch conduct, er at the as 
mn 
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1 that I am indebted to them for the e 
Names of many, who. would: probably never. 
have known of Bee but for their . 
_ to ſuppreſs it. ET 
I ſhall content myſelf therefore with alli 3 
ing that the miſdlaced ridicule, which for want 
of other matter they baue taken ſo much #dle 
_ parns to faſtem on 125 allegorical Titles I have _ 
given to the Work and Appendix (namely the 
Streams of: Eternity, — the Waters of Life _ 
and Death, the Torrent of Thorns) are | 
Probably owing to their want of knowing, or 
at. leaft of reſlecting, that the Work itſelf | 
being introduced and partly carried on with 
an Allegory, Propriety demanded; that the 
Titles prefixed thereto ſhould alſo be partly al- 
| logorical :. And that thoſe which I have made 
by of are ſuch figurative Expreſſions as are + 
85 Founded upon Scripture: Nay that That of the | 
Appendix is Seripture itſelf; being (according | + 
to the Latin Vulgate and Doway Yerfion) the 
-expreſs words of tbe Prophet Joel, chap. ill 5 
n IH. ; = 
So likewiſe they probabl forgot, or at leaf 'E 
 affifted to forget, that I have for my ſanttion 
in the uſe of thoſe titles the example of many 
_ - Fathers of the Church in their pious Works: 
 » Witneſs (among the many) be City of God 
St. Auguſtin; tbe Golden Chain by'S. 
5 Ne N in; ou Gloomy" Night a E 
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the Soul, MW 8. W wv tit 1 An 
alſo innumerable eminent and orthodox Di- 
wines, (both antient and modefu, foreign and 
domeſlic, who ha ur diſtingui ſbed fome of their 
pri tual works by figurative Titles, anſwer- 
1 to the matter they. treat : ſucb are 
the many the fallowing excellent: works, 
oe ncreated Dove of Coſtaguta, 'The 


| Teacher of the Probatical Fiſbpond. by Peter 


of Madrid, The Eccho of the pacific Trum- 
pet, by Venceſlaus of Poland ; the Myſtical 
Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, -and the Arrow 
of divine Wrath zy tu eminent Italian Di- 


uines: the Cynoſura or Saving ſtar; be 


Triple Cord, the Catholic Bee ks and the 
8 of the Souls, by. worthy Divines of © 
var own Country, the Laſt of which is haps 
23 living. And none affect more (per. 

ps. not ſo much) this kind of Tithes to their 
94 gicus Productions than the members of one 
Letter d Society in particular, which would 
be grievcuſiy concerned to have it ſuppoſed 
that any of its Writers have been capable of 
 Impropriety. It were endleſs ta inſtance the 
majority of them, and therefore let it ſuffice to 
name Ibe following few, vis. the M yſtical _ 
Roſe, by Vieira: the Paradife of the No, by 
Bellarmin, and his Moans of the Dove an- 
fered in the Redoubled Voice of the Tur- 
tle by; Gravis, All which muſt certainly 
have eſcaped; The Recollection of | theſe who 


+bave been ſ l in their cenſures of . 
aw ; the. 
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3 "PREFACE. ig.» 
_ #be Titles: given, ta theſe Diſcourſes, or they 
v, probably have ſpared themſelves the un. 
3 W 1 conuuiſion of an unſcaſomable Laugh. 
| For ſurely they will not deny, that \ there 
| are, in a ſpiritual und" figurative" Senſe - 
uch Things as Streams of Eternity and Wa- 
: ters of Life and Death, and that the ſacred 
Scriptures are full of myſiggat alluſions to them? 
(Of what but a part of thoſe myſtic Streams can 
 Haiah be fu . ſpeak when he fays (ac- 
£ording to'the common Engliſh Tranſlation) 
there the glorious Lord will be to us a place 
of broad rivers and ſtreams, or (according 
io be Doway Yerfirn) there our Lord is 
magnifical, a Frcs of floods, rivers molt | 
T broad and wide? Of what but of the myſtic 
\ waters of eternal Liſe does St. John ſpeak, 
awbere he deſcribes the pure river of Warzx 
or LirE — proceeding from the throne of 
"God and the Lamb? And firally what” is 
more common among the Interpreters of Huy 
Writ than to underſtand by the Waters of 
Gall, with which the Almighty allegarical- I 
y «threatens the Wicked, a myſtical figure of 
tbe Waters of everlaſting Death ? lhe food, 
the deluge of miſeries (as it is ſo frequently 
filed) which will forever overwhelm the re. 
probate? So apt is cenſoriouſrieſs to find fuuli 
without @ cauſe. So liable to expoſe itſelf by 
laughing out of time and Place. Bat what 
will not per viſbneſũ hazard" in nibbling ar 
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unjuſtly conceived. 


1 ſhall make no apology for the ae a 


file T have bere and there made uſe of through- 


out theſe Diſcourſes: For I humbly preſume 


I want none. Nothing is more common wi 
the greateſt fathers of the Church than to il- 
luſtrate their ſpiritual Doctrines "with alle- 
gories drawn from Holy Writ : "And it Fa to 
| {bis pious practice we owe ſome of the ſublimeſt 
Inſtructions they have left us in point of mo- 
rality. Wherefore, though it may not be wiſe 


to make too free with myſtic allufions, leſt the 


illiterate vulgar ſhould pervert them to Fana- 


ticiſm, the Miniſters of the Goſpel cannot do 


better than fomett mes to copy from thoſe* illu-. 


Aricus patterns, by enforcing their moral 


doftrines with the figurative Truths of the 


divine Writers; provided they take care that 


the allegories they draw from thence be not 


againſt the expreſs Letter, nor contrary to 
found Faith and Morals, but perfectly con- 
onant to every part of God's Holy Word and 


tend to the improvement of true Religion and 


Piety : That the Faithful by being in ſome 


meaſure accuſtomed thereto, may be the better 


able to reliſh and comprehend the ſublime docu- 


ments already left US by the Holy Fathers and 


Doctors. For it cannot be denied, that the 


facred Scriptures every where abound with 


allegorical: Meanings, big with important In- 
s ans; which would til eſcape our Pene- 
285 8 trat ion 
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tration bad not thoſe induſtrious miniſters of 
Gad takin the pious pains to unfold many of 
them” to us. And many no doubt there ftill 
are, not the le pregnant for being as: yet. 
unexplained. Nay, with all due ſubmiſſion 
to the Church's authority, it is my humble 
opinion, that there is not a ſingle literal pa- 
ſage in the whole” Divine Code both new and 
old, that does not teem with ſome figurative 
Jenſe full of ſaving truth. For the reſt, the uſe- 
julneſi of allegory ſtands ſufficiently aſſerted by 
our Divine Lord bimſell, who frequently uſed 
it; at when be called himſelf à vine, a 
way, &c. and as when be conveyed his ſacred 
Daoctrines to bis Diſciples in the parables of 
the Sower, of the Huſbandman,' of the prodi- 
gal Son, and many biber. 
Fit le oljected, that ©* all the above Paſ- 
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© ſages are abſolutely myſterious, and ſome of _ "2 


©" them by no means to be underſtoid in a lite- 
* ral ſenſe; and therefore recourſe muſt be 

© had to Allegory to render their myſtical o 
„ figurative © alluſion” intelligible: whereas 


«© where a paſſage is perfect) intelligible in @& 


. « literal ſenſe, whether moral or hiflorical, 
„ there can be no occaſion, or even room, for 
e recurring to allegory to explain it; I 


anſwer, that there are many Paſſages in Holy 


Writ, which are manifeſtly true and intelligt- 
Glue in a literal ſenſe; and which nevertheleſs may 
and ought to be underſtood alſo in a figurative 
one. To deny this were to arraign ibe Tei- 


* 


2 n of. Se. Paul, e cbs tel Ws. 5 7 
tte tuo paſſages in Genefis relating 4 bfr 
3M Birth of Ifaac and Iſhmael are of that num 
Der, —which Things. (ay the. oben "me 8 
—_— faid by. an allegory. . 
I., ſhort it is bighly probable, that 
8 P's of all the Sr: b Words of yp Hol 
1 Gboſt in the Sacred Scripture both New ad 
Oid what St. Auguſtin ./ays: of | theſe of our 
Saviour; where upon theſe Words of St. Joan 
| (There are many other things alſo. which 
Jeſus did: Which, if they were Written 
: nt particular, not even the World itſelf, 1 
think, would be able to contain the books 
which muſt be written.) The Holy Doctor 
has this Obſervation : Our Lord Jeans 
« Chrift, ſays he, intended that the: things 
« which he did co rporally ſhould be unden, 
in a ſpiritual Senſe. For be did not even 
work miracles purely for the ſake of the m- 
« races : But that they might be ſubjetts of 
* admiration to thoſe who beheld them, and 
« Leſſons gf, Truth to thoſe en 
« them.” % 
Indeed as to the particular allegories i in this 
work and its appendix, I by no means advance 
them for the only ones, or even the beſt, which 
can be gathered from the reſpettive Texts, 
but ke /or ſuch as have occurred to me; 
and therefore am not anxious to have them | 
univerſally eſpouſed. Nor have I made fuch uſe 
Y them in a \ familiar Arie but that the moſt 
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Lee, wp feds matter mouſe 8 for: theiw 
ſpiritual: eee If hy "ao" but pe- 
ruſe \ them with candour and chriſſian im- 
plicity. For the reſt, ii tb Taft I have un- 
dertaten be but \lamely executed, it certainly 
ni: nat for-want of richneſs in the Jubjet#; but 
of genius in the author : "which I. ſhould be glad 
tee the public made amends for by ſome other 
Duin taking it in band, who it pofſeſt"of 
more. leiſure and Weſt: with greater Endow- 
ments. In the mean time I readily own that 
_ all the | little good there is in this humble trea- 
5 te n incireh His, from aobom”" alone all good © 
; eds'; and all Ingelicacies, Tnaccuracies © 
ad Deficiencies my own's All I have to flat. 
ter myſelf with being, that there it nothing = 
in it contrary to the Faith and moral Docs = 
ering of that Church in the obedience to which 1 
Took to live and die. V 
Not that I think” myſelf Gif 52. on the OS: 
contrary,” I know'"of no Infallibility promi 
0 any private member of God's Church, nor 
cb think any man fit to attempt the impor 
tant office of inſtructing others, who is above 
: Feeling Counſel and tnſtrudtion from others, 
And 75 this very reaſon (according to my in- 
variable rule) that I might not, by truſting. 
wholly to my own. feeble Lights, deſerve to 2 | 
abandoned by heaven to the ſpirit of error; 
bb 4. ever I truſted theſe ſheets to the preſs, 
4 choſe to get them inſpected by ſome of übe. 
n 1 dae as One as * „ 
Di- 8 „ y 
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xvi | PREFACE: | oh - 
Divines: And I am not aſbumed to own that 
T have reaſon to be. pleaſed with having done jo, 
as (thanks to their. candour. and - . the | 
Work itſelf is the better for it. 

Jam nit injenſible how much I am nindebted 10 
the generofity of All, who have contributed to the 
Publication of this work, ſpite of the obſtacles 
thrown in their way: | Nor. how jealous it Be- 
comes every miniſter of God to 8 of bei 

outdone in the prattice of a virtue, He . a 
be the firſt to ſet the example of. Wikrefere 
though J engaged only to ſend. them their copies 
in ſheets, I hope they will indulge me the li- 
berty of cauſing ow to be. delivered ready 
Bound; as the only means I have to expreſs 
my acknowledgement. And I beg them to be 
aſſured, that, though allmy earthly dependance be 
upon the Altar I ſerve (notwithſtanding all 
ungenerous inſinuations fo the contrary)" no 
fordid lucre ever had, or ever ſhall have any 
influence over my endeavours for the Ion f 
8 ce 10 * n - 
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7 FIRST 51 $ COURSE © 
4 river Tſued-out of the Place of, Pleaſure, 
0 water Paradiſe 3, *wwhith+ thence is 
vided into four Heads (Sen. i it. 19.) 


H E Metal ſenſe 'of this paſſage, te⸗ 55 
ed Auditors, is io obvious, that 
it OM no explanation. Every one knows, 
that our almighty Creator made man ori- 
Vun an innocent perfect creature, and 
ed him to be Forejer free, forever 

on the ſingle condition of perſiſting 
in hoe. native innocence. To this end i 3 
— 55 He placed him, as, ſooh-as created, ib 
rden of delights ; the generous foil I 

| Tea h wanted neither toll nor culture tc 
make it fruitful, or to'keep it ſo. One ri- 
ver therefore mig tht well 15 ffice for the re- 


Fi waa. of that Sblellec land and its inha- 
- B | bitants. 
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bitants. And accordingly my text ay 


2 fingle river iſſued-out of the N * 


ure, to water Paradiſe. 
AT the ſame time God in his afin 


diſcernment knew, that mankind: would 


ſoon pervert their freedom to their ruin, 


and urge his Juſtice to baniſh them from 
Eden Dt a land of miſery, which would 
afford them no means of ſolace or of. ſuſte- 


nance, but what they ſhould force from its 


reluctant boſom, by dint of ſweat and la- 


bour. Wherefore, unwilling to abandon 
this his favorite work almoſt as ſoon as out 
of his creative hand, he previouſly prepared 


the remedy againſt their future indigence, 


by graciouſly diſpoſing that the waters of 
that fingle river, when once out of paradiſe, 
ſhould thenceforth be divided into four di- 
ſtinct heads, to ſoften their diſtrefles, and 


- ſecond their labour with a diffuſion pro- 
portioned to the diſperſion and wants of 


their preſcribed generation. 

Ho brightly does not the divine Crea- 
tor's Goodneſs > ſhine-forth, in deign- 
ing to make fo liberal a proviſion before 


1 hand for the temporal exigencies of human 


nature, even in its ſtate of proſcription ! 
But oh ! what a new flood of glory will not 


that Goodneſs diſplay to us; if, diving into 
the allegory contained in the words of my 


text, we contemplate the wondrous pro- 


vidence he vouchſafed to exert in favour of 


man s eternal concerns; by jointly prepar- 


_ 


EY” Fir Dise. „ 
ing for as whole ungrateful ſpecies: the -- 
means of avoiding irrevocable, ruin e -en 
after the forfeiture of the ſpiritual r N 
he had planted within them. 1 
ä Kur ſpiritual paradiſe of Adam was hie 
native ſtate of innocence : a ſtate abound - 
ing with every inward ſweet: a ſtate alike 
exempt from every guilt and pain, and 
wanting no other ſource to make and keep 
it. tru]! S ficke! in unallayed content, than. 
the holy Fear of God. God therefore pro- 
vided Pim in that guiltleſs ſtate with ty fin» 
gle ſtream of — — — Awe, conveyed to him 
in that eaſy plain comm: * ro :==Of the. © 
tree of the knowledge * good and evil, thou 
ſhalt not cat: for in the day that thau eateſt, 

thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die. And this fingls, - |} 
_ ſtream, if duly minded, would have been 
ſufficient to 2 his happineſs forever, . But 
alas! as the pſalmiſt . has obſerved, nan 

when he. vas in bonour, did not under land. 

On the, contrary, ſo. little did he know. 

himſelf, that he preſently fell from his al- 
legiance to his divine Sovereign; forfeited 

his birth- right; and loſed with his in- 
ngcence — two-fold paradiſe beſtowed 
upon him. That of the fleſh, and That of 
the ſpirit. 
„ ha pleſs human nature 0 

Thus w fully impaired in body and de- 


prayed. in foul, — muſt have been thy . 


wretched irreparable lot; if God from — 
time hag meaſured-out his future bounties 


Fs gz 0 


3 Introduction. . 
to thee, only in proportion td thy fo 
gratitude ? Whence had'ſt Thou drawn the 
Waters of eternal life ; if He, in Juſt; chaf- EL 
tiſement of thy paſt prevarication, had 
thenceforth totali with-held from thee, as 
| he ene have done, tlie only life- pro- 
ducing g ſpring, the filial Fear of him. Bur, 
. to his unmeaſurable. mercy I) this 
as not the caſe. No: his boundleſs 
Love remaining till ineffably triumphant 
over our guilt, he wonld not confine the 
bliſsful ſource of a religious Awe of Him 
reciſely to our ſtate of. innocence; but 
indly cauſed its influence to reach us, 
even in our ſtate of ines : = 


© a, 4 7 


in Us the Ne prafice of ee Agi: 
lance and induſtry. 972 
Tnuvus then, juſt as in favour of human 

nature's animal exiſtence, the river of Eden 
while gently gliding within the pakefl}” 
limits of that Nan Bok garden, was big 
with the principles of undecaying life ; but, 
once it pafſed thoſe privileged borders, be- 
came divided into four diſtreſsful ſources of 
viciſſtude, amidſt the © jaring efforts of 
encration, corruption, abortion and de- 
ection: So in like manner, the holy Fear 
of God, while ſerenely flowing within the 
gulfes ſoul of man, was a rich tide of joy- 
ous certain Finney} ers once it left that 
your” 
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op ag its current. became divisz - 
904 into fou r alarming Headt of mortal ſad 
jocertainty: — namely — the apprehenſion 
of Death the dread of Judgment . the 
terror of Hell and the ſolitary hope of 
Heaven, amidſt unnumbered and. inceſſant 
riſks of loſing it. 
'Tnoven the preſent, dogenerncy: of hates 
man nature makes it (alas!) too much tg 
be apprehended (oh Chriſtians!) that moſt ß 
you mg beretofore forfeited the ſpiritual} h 
adiſe of your baptiſmal innocence ; your 
ite e during Lent, but eſpecially: 
on Good-Friday laſt, makes me hope, that 
you have drawn the Waters of a ſincere te, 
; Gaye from the. fountains of your Saviour's 


4 x 
2 y 1 der 
4 K 9 44 * 
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bitter bitter Paſſion. Now therefore I con- 
ſider You no more as under the forfeiture of:  } 
your eternal birth · right, but rather as re in- 214 
ſtated in all its chaiceſt prerogatives. Now., [| 
methinks, not You are placed again in a ter- - 
reſtrial paradiſe ; but a new kind of paradiſe 
is placed in You :/ a papadiſe of ſuch firm 
joy, as only peace of conſcience can beſtow: / 
and never fails to give. If then This really 
be your happy rs. ; God from his ever- 
laſting ſeat of . pleaſure, (the abyſs. of his 
eternal Love) has ſent forth a: freſh the en- 
livening ſtream of his holy Fear, to water 
and — that parad/e within you. 
Pours then henceforth muſt be the buſineſs 
to improve the influence of that. myſtic ri- 
145 1 drawing from en, into which 
it 


9 


Which * you do, 
you, ere en to a final anchor / that"is, 
ere we put an end to our preſent courſe of 
frequent conſideration 
of your Laſt Things will be the beſt means 
to preſerve and improve the Lek Fear of 


1 | pb AR 
it is now divided, conſtant recruits of forti- 


tude to perſevere with a religious awe in his 


holy love and ſervice. Death, Judgment, 
Hell and Heaven are the grand Heads on 
which your chriſtian hopes and fears de- 


| pend ; Death, Fudgment, Hell and Heaven 


therefore are the main ain objects I mean to fix 


your contemplations on, 


NEeveRTHELEss, that I may not launch 
too abruptly into one or other of thoſe 


troduction begin wich a more gentle kind of 
navigation. In my preſent and next dit. 
courſe therefore J purpoſe to confine m. 

thoughts entirely to the holy Fear of God; 
and alike in both, I mean, Chriſtians, to: 


_ jnvite you All, to follow in ſpirit alon with 


me the peaceful p Fee of that myſtic river; 
ſhall hope to convince 


reflections),- that tlie 


God! in Lane breaſts, 


* 1 
2 (12 = & ©. 1 $3.5 1 * 


e then, oh overeign Sole of wy 
Def, who deigneſt to fix 4 "paradiſe . 
grace and peace within the hearts of all 
— love thee? vouchſafę to overflow the 
ſoil of thy on pla planting, with the enli- : 


. ug | 
that repleniſhed with a : godly reverence for | 
© Thes 


deep-lying currents, 1 ſhall by way of in- 
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5 Thee i in this world, all our employment 
£ in the next may be to praiſe and love thee 
_ Without | end dr meaſure. Mi 
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ſecurity, and too little circumſpection a- 
gainſt future inſtability were the firſt grand 
diſpoſitions towards Adam's excluſion from 
ara. And the like principles will have 
the ſame tendency in You, my friends; 
leſs, cautioned by his fall, you are he 
fo avoid his miſtake. A river iſued-out of 
| the place of pleaſure to water paradiſe : and 
PE natural fluidity of its rolling tide ſhould 
have been (one would think) a ſufficient 
warning to Adam, that inconſtancy was 
coeval with earthly felicity, and that created 
nature even in Eden was not exempt from the 
dangers of viciſſitude. For- the reſtleſs ſtate 
of that fugitive ſtream was an obvious hint to 
him, to trace its liquid progreſs down to the 
utmoſt borders of his peaceful abode; thoſe 


borders where it began to divide itſelf into- 


four diſtin beads., And if Adam had taken 
the uſeful hint in time ; what an immen- 
ſity of woe might he not have ſpared both 
himſelf and us! Had he followed the re- 
treating flood along the margin of its pri- 
mitive channel down to thoſe heads to which 
it was making its way; he would have 
found them to be ſo. many ſources of rea- 


| ſonable forecaſt. He would have ſeen, that | 


all beyond the limits of * On gar- 
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ſituation with his own would have taught 
him the real value of his then preſent hap- 


would have helped him to reflect, that 


| fince the ſource of his earthly delights wag. 
of fo unſettled and flutuating a nature; 
thoſe delights themſelves muſt be ſubject to 
caution : It would have rouzed him, in a 


Ie for their 


word, to provide in good 
diſe againſt dangerous Intruders; and 


a 
That wich ſuch care, that either the Serpent 
himſelf might have found no entrance there, 


or his Intruſion have only ſerved to redouble 


the patriarch's warineſs againſt his deceit. 


For—his treaſon improved by prudentenqui- 


would naturally have ſuggeſted to him, 


that where the guile of a ſerpent had ſome- 
thing to hope, human innocence muſt have 
every thing to fear. Thus our common 
Father, by diſcreetly tracing that ſingle ri- 
ver's inſtructive career, might have acquired 
all the intellectual ideas of Good and Evil, 


which could any wife be neceſſary towards 


the enjoyment of his proſperous ſituation ; 
and might have ſpared himſelf the fatal ae- 
uiſition of that experimental knowledge, 


which he afterwards raſhly purchaſed at fo 


dear a rate, by eating the forbidden fruit. 


den was a dreary Wild affording tio piofpeRts 
but of labour and hazard and ſorrow and 
care. The near compatifon of that foreign 
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of you have formerly forfeited the ſpititual 


" Big Diſcourſ. „„ 
Bur Adam, I imagine, leſs earneſt to ex- 


| amin the reſtleſs motion of that friendly 
| OR than eager to enjoy the fruitful a- 
2 eful banks, looked no far- 
4 ay to 9 wp 


leaſing objects juſt before 


bim. He felt himſelf happy for the time; 
and therefore, without giving himſelf any 


trouble to. enquire whether or not there 


were any poſſibility of his ever being other- 


wiſe, he Aae ſuffered the actual enjoy- 
ment of his then innocent pleaſures to Cir- 
cumſcribe his attention. Heavens! what 
a lamentable dverſight ! and yet what an 


important leſſon does not this ond incauti- 


ous ſtep exhibit, for Chriſtians to learn wiſ- 


dom by | For thus (we ſee) it was that our 


unwary Forefathers laid themſelves open 
to deſtruction, by raſnh/ leaving to blind 
chance the firmneſs of thoſe root which 
only circumſpection and forecaſt could ren- 
der permanent. And this in fact, oh mor- 


tals, is the fatal levity, which you are all ex- 
tremely ready to teproach in Them: This 


the pernicious error which you are all per- 
petually dif ſed to ĩmitate them in: And 
therefore this is the ruinous raſhneſe, I 
chiefly mean at Preſent to caution wot 


: againſt. #3 £9 $7 5 45 ; PULL 9 *. 


RE then, my Frienda, what I, | 


| hinted. to you at our: firſts ſetting out. 


that moſt 


Though it be too ſadly probable;. 


"ara ny of your baptiſmal innocence; my 
e EY 15 * 


\ 


Friendly withes' e neline 
hope, that ere this time, (that is, at leaſt, 


m Your Eaſter-Commtnion) you have wiſe⸗ 


Iy given-batk to God your penitential hearts, 


= By 4 fincete "converſion from your evil 
| ke 4 If this then be really ; from that 


folk inRant a new paradiſe of 
E — [rnwatd Pence has replant 
your breaſts. © I this be really ſo; Fein 
hat aufpicious inſtant your heavenly Bene- 
factor From His eternal place of pleaſure 
{the abyſs of his uncreared Love) has cauſ- 
ed the life-giving ſtream, the holy Fear 
of himfelf to flow afreſh within your con- 


. trite ſouls: that, watering again the chriſtian 


virtues of His planting there, it may enable 


Fheſe to bring-forth abundant fruits of e- 
verlaſting happitteſs. © 

Ap here, by the bye, that no miſtake or 
rejudice may obſtru@ your ſpiritual profit; 
ovferve withal, that, when 1 call the holy 


Fear of God A E1Þ8-GivinNG STREAM, 


Jam uſing no empty metaphor of human 
eloquence no far-fetched or affected 
trope of enthuſiaſtic, or fanatic Cant. In 


proof of which, read but the fourteenth 


chapter of the proverbs; and there you 
will find it to be the expreſs language of 
the Holy Ghoſt himſelf: —The Pear of the 
Lortl ( A he) I the fountain of Re, to de- 
ne from the ruin of death, This holy 
Fear therefore is the 'myſtic ſtream, the 
tranſient motion of whole fertil /fe-be-- 


3 | fowing 
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"the © 


ech replanted in 


e ee e 


HFowmg waters it behoves you all to wi 
and trace with prudent induſtry. This js 
muſt be your conſtant eare to follow cloſely 
till you diſcover perfectly thoſe final im- 
portant heads, to which its even courſe di- 
rects your preſent thoughts and meditations, 
namely, Death, Tudgment, Hell and Hea- 
ven, the four Things, you have ta 
dread, or hope; and therefore the four 
grand objects, which deſerve your firſt and 
l ˙ ˙ V oo tn oc 

Wnar though then (thanks to your 
preſent holy Fear of God) no langer con · 
ſcious of wilfully harbouring vice or vicious 
yearnings in your breaſts; you feel the love 
J virtue daily growing there, and daily 

ſhoating- forth freſh fruits of preſent peace, 
with blooming promiſes of future joy ? 
Are you therefore to indulge, like Adam, a 
_ falſe ſecurity? No, my Friends; you muſt 
| not after his example truſt fo þlindly 10 

Vour preſent ſtate of virtue, as to look no 
farther. The improvement, nay the very 
preſervation of your actual happineſs de- 
pends upon your future vigilance. That 
you are in a ſtate of ſpiritual ſafety now, is 


by 
— ſo. In a ſtate of mortality, the ſpi- 
ritual gifts of heaven and the chriſtian vir- 
tues ſpringing from them have this in com- 
mon with vegetable nature, that they ne- 
ver can be at a ſtand, nor perſiſt in one un- 
varied ſituation. Like the plants of * | 
OY ok 55 


no means a full ſecurity for your always 
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earth; like the flowers of the field; (their 
very Being depends on the inceſſant growth 
of their ſubſtance, vigour and fragrancy: 
The moment they deſiſt from encreaſing, the 
date of their gradual diſſolution commences: 
And though they do not always die away 
in the inſtant of ceaſing to improve; they 
never fail to fall- back by haſty degrees to- 
wards their total decay. Therefore it is, 
that your almighty Father, on your ſe- 
riouſly returning to him, throws open the 
flood-gates of his mercy, and cauſes the 
fountain of life, the holy Fear of himſelf, 
to flow in again upon your contrite hearts; 
that thus watered afreſh and, as it were, 
fattened with a truly religious awe, - —4 
may bring- forth plenteous fruits of ſolid 
grace and everlaſting glory. Ah!- what 
more then can the Lord of Love on his 
part be expected to do to his vineyard than 
he already has done? And what leſs can 
be required on your parts, than affiduouſly 
to watch the progreſs of that divine and 
friendly current within you? = 
It is on the uſe or neglect of chat: e 
ning ſtream that the permanence and en- 
creaſe, or the inſtability and decay of your - 
preſent grace depends. If (copying the 
ſupineneſs of your primitive parents) you 
ſuffer the Fear of God to paſs unregarded; 
like them you will leave yourſelves open to 
deception and ruin. For want of the ideas 
neceſſary to 3 what you now are 


ä 
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through the grace of God ee 20 0 


may hereafter become through your own 
inadvertence; you muſt forcibly: remain in 
à dangerous impotence” of ' prudential fore- 
caſt. So that, living as it were at a ha- 
-zard, you will be liable at every inſtant to 


take ſuperſtition for faith; arrogance of 


ſpirit for chriſtian hope; and ſinful com- 
lacency for fraternal charity: 
le, I fay, to take indolence of nin al 
- contempt of the world; penury of ſoul for 
ſelf-denial; and want of common huma- 
nity for a perfection of godly zcal· 
And even liable to take prodigality for be- 
nevolence ; raſhneſs for fortitude ; and pu- 
fillanimous meanneſs for religious humility. 
So likewiſe will you be conſtantly in dan- 
ger of miſtaking moroſeneſs,  diſappoint- 
ment,” ( — a ſurfeit of fin for cordial 
repentance; bigotry and fanaticiſm for re- 
ligion and — the illuſions of enthuſiaſm 


for ſacred inſpiration; falſhood for truth and 


vice for virtue. In ſhort, without a ſtrict 
unwearied attention to every impulſe of the 
Fear of God within you, you will be eaſily 
drawn into miſtake meer hardneſs of heart 
for ſerenity of conſcience ; to conſider God's 
Commandments as pure inventions of hu- 


man policy, and to impute his patience and 


long ſufferance to divine inadvertence. Ad 
thus (alas!) intoxicated with a deluſive ſelf- 
ſufficiency, you will heedleſsly ſuffer that 


* of He to dry up within you: 
5 | - 
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The paradice of grace and inward peace 


tal life; vou will 


now replanted in your hearts will again 


degenerate into a barren waſte of lawleſodiſ- ä 


order, fruitful in nothing but the pernicious 


weeds of ſin and finful affeftions : And you 


will finally become deplorable victims of 


impious preſumption, or of equally impious 
deſpair. ' Dreadful dilemma indeed! hor- 


rible cataſtrophe ! And yet (miracles apart) 


ſuch muſt be the fatal unavoidable confer 


quences of not faithfully watching and 
cloſely following the ſacred current within 
you of a holy Fear of Gd. 15 

WHEREAS on the reverſe, if with 


frequent ſerious contemplation - you purſue 


that bleſſed ſtream dawn to the utmoſt li- 
mits of mortal my ang the cloſe of mar- 


limits is matter of the moſt reaſonable ap- 
prehenſions: And you will find your ap- 
prehenſions divided by four extenſive heads 
of uſeful, though terrifying incitement to 
improve your religious Fear of God. Ex- 


tenſive Heads, L/ay again: For ſuch indeed 
Ve may pronounce the Death, you are ſure 
to encounter; though you know not when, 


or where, or how :—the Judgment, you 


are certain of. being ſummoned to; though 


uncertain. with what ſucceſs :--the Hell, 
which may become your wretched lot; if, 


relying too much on your preſent ſecurity, 
you neglect to provide for your future 
iafety : and the Heaven, which, though 


nd, that all beyond thoſe 


JJ TI TE LITER TITS RS , OO PT ID OO | 1 - — 


Fi, — 
for you from the 


Ts e 


againſt you, through your neglect to im- 
prove reſent graces upon 
you, by "HRT while on earth we 


impulſe and motions of that g 
wk, the Fear of God. Theſe refleQting 
indeed, if duly minded, will abun- 
daily enable you to view your preſent 
Kential 5 in its genuine light; chat 
V, as blef 


kargmely jealous of loſing it. Theſe will 
be always prompting you to confider, that, 
8 the Feat of the Lord on this fide the 
grave is, like a rapid flood, not to be en- 


of conſcience it beſtows is not to be prefer- 
ved but by unwearied vigflance. "Theſe in 
Aa — Wr. Depp b. remind you, that 
ae for for the preſent in a 
ws: 1 irie f are not ſo im- 
menſely remote Err * but that there 
e ee 
allure you; an enyious — * * 
you, and innumerable my 


furrounding you, and forever 


to ſur- 


iſe and overwhelm you, the yery minute | 


yon loſe ſight of that ountarn of Fr. n 
Soc are ſome of the weighty traths you 
will draw from a diligent attetition”to yorr 
Loft Things : Truths of the utmoſt impor- 


tance * to Your « eternal welfare: Truths 


which 


tions of the world, may be for ever mut 


d'fource of 


ſcarcely more defireable than 
: and will make you of courſe. 


ed but by conſtant purſuit; ſo the peace 


= 


which will 1 you e b * te Jour 
preſent dangers and by that means enable 
you to provide with ſucceſs for your future 
unending ſecurity. Hence it is that Ecclefi- 
ofticus ſo confidently tells you: Remember 
your Laſt Things, and you-. will never fn. 
And hence alſo the Lord again by the 
mouth of his prophet Jſaiab ſays to every 
one of you. ben thou. ſhalt pa through 
Waters, I will be with thee, and. the foods 
ſtall not overwhelm thee, as if he had ſaid; 
if thou faithfully follow the enlivening 
« ſtream of a holy — and Reverence for 
« me thy divine Benefactor, and ſuffer 
« That — lead thy contemplations through 
«* the myſtical Heads on which thy — | 
« deſtiny depends; I thy Lord will be alſo 
« thy pilot and ſafe- guard; and will enable 
«© thee to navigate in ſpirit, and to ſound 
in good time, the aweful depths of thoſe n 
% important ſtreams. with ſuch ſafety and 
1 profit, that their ſeveral. floods, inſtead 
« of overwhelming thee, -ſhall contribute 
t to waft thee forward to the deſireable part 
of endleſs reſt and joy. 
The whole earth beſſdes lay groaning a - 
= beneath thesnlapporrale miſery of a ſeven-„ 1.5. 
years famine, , while . Egyfiti alone enjoyed- 4 
the moſt exuberant. plenty: And the cauſe a 
of this rodigious difference we find record | 
ed in the forty nt Chapter of Geneſis” as 
follows e the then reigning mo- 


narch * ee. lying once on a time 
= wrapt- 


CY 


* 


K* L's 


"Fit Dijconie, 3 
wrapt-up in a nightly dream, "fancied Hin 
ſelf ſtanding.on the banks of the Nile: 
When behold ! to his' ſtrayed imagination 

there appeared to riſe out of the 0 ſeven 
fleſhy and well- favoured kine; which were 
reſently followed from out of the fame 
1 ſeven others every one ill- favour-π-—w᷑ 
ed and meagte. And no ſooner had the 3 
ſeven lean" kine got clear of the fiream; 4 
than, p ps IF fat ones along the neigh2 
bouring meadows,” they ſwallowed theſe — 
up. The corpulent cattle, we know, were 1 
a figurative warning of Providence to Pha- WO 
raob of the dedundente plenty, which tje 
whole: land of Egypt was to bring-forth 
without interruption during the ſeven next 4 
enſuing years: And the ſtarveling animals, — 
which purſued and eat them up, were 2 
meant to forebode the famine of equal du- 
ration, which was to tread on the heel of 
that proſperous term; and | which, if not 
prevented by ſeaſonable induſtry, would 
not only devour all the fruits of that previ- „ 
ous abundance, but prey on the very vitals = 
df the land and its inhabitants; as à chain 1 
of ſucceeding events thereafter moſt effec- 
tually proved. But a proper and timely in- 

Provement of the falutary warning enabled 

the prince not only to ſecure his people | 

from the threatened farality, but even to A 

ſoften and relieve the diſtreſſes of his „ 

Gs OG during: fete! ſeven 1 1 

1 ob gene- 


hy 


* 
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9 general famine, to the no ſmall aa 
of his own. Thus mach premiſed with 
regard to the matter of fact, let us proceed 
to the application of it, fo far as it relates 
to the ſubject we are upon. 

- CERTAIN it is, that next to 19 0 
ing heaven, it was to the. diyinely inſpired 
Jaſepb's prophetical wiſdom, that Pharaoh 
was indebted for the genuine interpretation 
of his myſterious dream, But it is not a jot 
leſs certain, that, for che ſubſtantial benefits 
he afterwards reaped from the ſame dream, 
he was alſo indebted to the previous dili- 
gence with which he procured that inter- 
pretation, and to the indefatigable vigilance 
and induſtry, ' with which he afterwards 
reduced it to practice. Had the monarch 
treated that provident warning with con- 
tempt, as a meer nightly fermentation of 
the brain; and careleſs of its meaping, 
proceeded no farthet:— Or had he con 
tented himſelf with admiring the ſagacity of | 
the interpretation; and, during the promi- 
ſed ſeaſon of luxuriant plenty, confined his 
whole attention to the, quiet enjoyment of 
his then preſent power and affluence ; of 
What uſe (I beſeech you) would that ſep- 
tennial abundance have proved to him? 
Alas] it could only have ſerved to redouble 
the after-diſtreſs of a ſeven years deaith; 
and muſt have rendered the wretched con: 
traſt * the more inſupportable to himſelf 


and 


"BO 
. 


But the monarch was 


and his people. 


wiſer. By the help of aſſiduous enquiry, he - - 


prudently traced, the watry viſion (if I ma 
be allowed to call it ſo) till he happily, dif- 


covered the ſeven diſtreſsful Heads, to 


Which its fleeting exiſtence directed him: 


And thus, made wiſe by compariſon, he | 
ſeaſonably improved preſent bleſſings into 
effectual meaſures againſt future calamity. 


Of ſuch importance it is in every ſenſe, to 


look carefully forward ! Of ſuch impor- 


tance it is in every ſtate, to guard amidſt 
preſent ſecurity againſt future danger 


How much then (oh dear- loved Chriſtians, 
whether in a ſtate of innocence or a ſtate 


of repentance!) muſt it not always behove 
you, to watch with an eye of the moſt cir- 


cumſpect jealouſy - againſt every the moſt. 


diſtant danger of fin and finful relapſes? 
"Now nothing will more effectually pre- 


 ſerve-you eee e 
— to be frequently carried away by the 


current of a holy Fear of God to the ſerious 
conſideration of your Laſt Things. Death, 

Judgment, Hell and Heaven are four abun- 
dant ſources, every one able to ſupply that 
blieſſed Fountain of hfe, with plentiful re- 


ctuits of vigour and activity. By growing 
converſant with all four, you will quickly - 
find how much and how juſtly your offend- 


ed God is to be feared: how much and 


. how n * divinely Ka” and 


D 2 there» 
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therefore jealous Benefactor deſerves, not 
only to be reverenced but loved. So that 
your religious Fear of God, encreaſing wik 
the knowledge of thoſe important Heads of 
chriſtian meditation, will ſweep all your af- 
fections into the abyſs of his uncreated good- 
neſs. And thus the ſame ſacred Fountain 
of life, by frequently returning in amorous 
ſallies to its divine center; and, as it were 
refunding itſelf in that genuine place / pla- 
ure, whonce. it. firſt iſued-forth, will as fre- 
quently flow back again with redoubled 
force into your grateful ſouls in copious 
tides of augmented grace: verifying in a 
myſtic ſenſe thoſe ever memorable words 
of Ecclęſiaſtes. Jo the place, whence ri- 
vers Iſued. fort they return; that uy ay F 
flow back again. | 
HERE then, revered Chriſtians, Jet us 
pauſe for a while. The few hints I have 
already thrown-out, will, if properly weigh- 
ed, ſuffiſe (I preſume) to ſhew you the i N | 
portance of endeavouring before all thi 
to cultivate the perfect Fear of God within 
you by a ſerious and ſteady attention to the 
four alarming Heads into which that life- 
giving ſtream is now divided, Still for 
your Fear of the Lord to be truly filial and 
worthy of the breaſts of Chriſtians, you 
muſt ſtrenuouſſy guard againſt two perni- 
cious Extremes, into which, without the 


HY 7 on your parts, it is 
— 


E = 
©} 
* 
F 


4 — ag 
he tho alt of x venys) bed drk, 8 


which I ſhall _ an end to this Tatro- 


dedtion,7 0 71 15 15 nes 
IN the mean RN a not, 1 con- 


Jure you, the gracious deſigns of God up- 
on you, by reſiſting the impulſes of his 


grace, or ſlighting the riches of his mercy. 
Rejift not againſt the face of the Mighty (as 


Ecclefiaſticus ſays) nor firive againſt the ſiream 
of the river. No: rather wiſely ſuffer the 


gentle tide of God's holy fear to lead you 


forward to the frequent ſerious contempla- 
tion of your final ſtate. On that, hence- 


forth, fix every day a few devout reflec- 


tions. Each morning on riſing from your 


couch; each night on returning to it again, 
take a mort but attentive view of your laſt 

important Concerns. By thoſe henceforth 
direct your earthly courſe: forever mind- 
ful, that, to navigate with ſafety through 


the tempeſtuous ſea of mortality, you muſt 
cautiouſſy ſteer with a ſteady unwearied | 


attention to your Latter End. To con- 
clude, my beloved Chriſtians, with repeat- 
ing once more the Holy-Ghaſt's own lan- 


guage, Remember your Lat Things, and 


you will never in. Make it heneforth your 
conſtant favourite ſtudy to conclade well 
this periſhable life; and you may confi- 


dent y aſſure W that you will infal- . 
TT 


\ 
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libly begin the next with the happy ear- 
neſt, if not the immediate full poſſeſſion, 
of that ſubſtantial Bliſs, which ſhall never 
have an end; and you will eternally have 
reaſon to- cry out, with the prophet: 
Bleſſed is the man, to whom it 1s given to 
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| ind river iſued-out of the place of Plea- 


2 to water Paradice; 2 thence . 


©: "__ into four Heads. 
Gen. ch. ü. ver. 10. 
E have 8 Gln; revered Audi- 
| tors, that the myſtical river here 
figuratively deſcribed is the religious - Fear 
of God. And it is not to be doubted but 
that this ſource of all wiſdom, this fountam 
of life,- 1s in itſelf a ſafe and gentle ſtream. 
What then? does it nere exempt you 
from prudence and care? No, Chriſtians. 
Safe and gentle as it is in itſelf; its borders, 
through the deprayity of human nature are 
beſet with rocks and with ſhelves... Direct 
as its even progreſs is; it moves on be- 
tween the dangerous Extremes of meer 
ſelf· conſulting apprehenſion, and heaven- 
degrading miſtruſt. And therefore you can- 
not ſteer your ſpiritual courſe with tog even 
a hand, nor proceed in your Fear of the 
Lord with too much circumſpection. To 
aſſiſt you to do which, I ſhall endeavour in 
this diſcourſe to ſhew, you the ſoyereign u- 


e of revering our [Almighty EI | 
and 


* 
Py 
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7 | Gord 
and Parent with a truly filial Fe car 5 and 
what that filial Fear confiſts1 n. 


Arp thou; great Author 5 all goodneſs, 
who deigneſt to regard and treat us as 

S chy children, oh ! help us to behave à8 

* ſuch. Be thou henceforth the moving 

- ſpring of all our ſouls affections: And 

ſo diveſt” us of all ſelfiſh views, that, 
loving thee for thy bleſt ſake alone, we 

may be ſenſible of no one dread fo much 

om _ of Loh. thee remiſsly. | 


Fon our. - Fear of the Lord to be a. | 
Led Chriſtians, it muſt be filial, and 
becoming the breaſts of favoured grateful * 
children towards their divine indulgent pa- 
rent: And for it to be thus filial, it muſt 
be a Fear of God parti (if not more) becauſe 
he is lovely, than becauſe he is terrible: 
parti (if not more) through n 

of lofing him, than of forfeiting the plea- 
ſores inſeparable from him: partly, in a 
word (if not more) through a generous ab- 
Horfence of giving him diſpleaſure, than 
through a frvile 1 of Omg his cha- 
| lame r 
"Pars is thay: genuine Punraby of % ns 
which will beſt enable us 7 decline from the 
run of death. This is the myſtic river ſi- 
gutatively pointed-out in the words of my 
text: Which /i uing out of the uncreated 
moe” of Pleaſure, the abyſs of divine bounty. 
1 | 


5 


3 


to water the paradiſe of faithful hearts ; and 
reverting back to its parent ſpriog) has God 
for its origin and God for its end. This i 
the fertile ſource, which, fattening 
ſouls with godlike virtues, will enable 521 
to bring - forth the precious fruits of endleſs 
glory: And without wb ich (to ſpeak in 


the pfalmiſt's tile) they are in danger f 


remaining like 4 barren foil without any 
water. Laſih. This is the myſterious 
flood alluded to by the ſacred ſpouſe of the 
Canticles ; the copious, tides whereof will 
overflow. your hearts with true religious re- 
verence towards your almighty maker, 
without damping your filial love of him; 
becauſe impregnated with Charity's own 
heavenly warmth. And therefore (ſays the 
divine Spouſe) Many waters have nat been 
able to extinguiſh Chari : And therefore 
che adds) neither ſhall rivers overwhelm it. 
It is even fo, my Beloved. If you faithful- 
ly perſevere during this mortal life in the 
generous middle Channel of a truly filial - 


Fear of God, ariſing from, or at leaſt min- 


gled with a filial love of him ; its even tide 
will bear you-ſtrait and ſafe to the bliſsful 
| Heaven of everlaſting glory. It will ena- 
ble you, not only to paſs ſecurely, in ſpirit, / 
through the tremendous depths of death,” 
judgment, bell, and heaven; but even to 
ſound and fathom them with ſo much cou- 
rage, {kill and fruit, that all their floods 
"Wl have no power 60 SAW your ſpirits, ot 


check 


. 8 a 


4 
* 
* 
» 
F * 
» 
8 
b 0 . 4 1 
— h d 
3 
8 7 
* - 1 * * e Y £6 1 1 Py "19 
r ]˙ ng e We rr Reg 808 | 55 
* n « rr r 284. — A * 
| — LIES Eh een es 2 —— wm x =. 


Þ 

þ 

| | 
| 


Ge eee HO" 
—— — * 


— ti) 99 N 0 = 
JE K N. matt 4 EY —_ Ty 
cl — wa — — r — — — * ä 
—— 1 28 Y - a4 2 * . 2 w | S SUPP 
2923 2 ns * u 2 4 {Nd * g ng 4 : — 3 — * 
N 8 * 4 * A x R p _ 2 «at $a» feb * ” — . ha 4 — * 8 . c — 7 X EA N I — a — ae - =} 4 
N D ft 35 * * 7 * . 8 - þ * 2 4 7 — 
e Nele nf e eee 1 „ 1 1 a - ; — > ; — 1 * J 
* 5 2 8 — 
AS - — — * * * 4 888 7 * — — 
+ I 44 1 r 11. « . 2 3 . as 1 * w rings us MC 3 * _ | 
F * 
* Py 9 3 ** * n — 22 - Ns A es TE 963 5 ** c 2 
9 * SR. nf py 2 * 4 222 2 
* . a 


r — — 
7 * ets | 7 . " * * 7 


xxvi @ - Introdudtion.” 


check your fervor in the paths of virtue, 
but on the contrary will add fuel to the ar- 
dor of your chriſtian piety. 
 WurxREAs on the reverſe, - however 
greatly you were to fear the Almighty, if 
all your fear of him confiſted in nothing 
more than ſuch a mere ſelf- pointed dread, 
as that you were deliberately indifferent 
about gaining or loſing him, and profeſſedly 


careleſs of pleaſing or diſpleaſing him, fo 
you might but eſcape his power and of- 
fend him with impunity ; what I beſeech 
ye were all your fears of God, but ſordid 


ſhoals of ſelf-intuition ? what but the dregs 
of religious reverence ? And what ſpiritual | 


advantages could ye well expect from ſuch 


defective groveling principles? Alas! I fear, 


that though they might, perhaps, ſerve at 


times as a degree of check to ſome of your 


ſinful purſuits, they would prove but a fee- 
ble ſtay to you againft vice in general, and 
would lead you but flow and faintly, if 
they led you at all, to the acquiſition of ge- 
nuine virtue, 5 15 l 


Ir is certain indeed, that a ſelfiſh Fear of 


God is abſolutely preferable to the want of 
all Fear of him; i, becauſe it is, poſſible 
that the moſt defective Fear may inſenſibly 
diſpoſe the heart of a ſinner to conceive in 
time a juſter and more profitable one ; and 


ſecondly, becauſe if it do but reſtrain him 
from committing one ſingle fin, or from 
adding one aggravating circumſtance to his 
8 . guilt; 


- 
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Burr then it behoves us withal to remem- 


ber, that, there is a poſſibility at leaſt, if 
not a great probability, that (inſtead of the 
heart being always diſpoſed by mere ſervile 
Fear for conceiving a more juſt and generous 


awe of God) a foul that is ſordid enough to 
fear its maker from no better a principle 
than a ſelfiſh laviſh dread! of him, may 
ſometimes become gradually hardened by 


habit in ſuch a groſs and inordinate ſelfiſh- 
neſs as ſhall finally deſtroy the very dread 
of its own producing. This in fact appears 
to have been the very caſe with unhappy 
 Pharao : in whom the Fear of God, though 
at firſt it was manifeſtly real and great, be- 
ing totally governed by an over-ruling re- 


gard for his own imaginary convenience, 
was ſo far from ever changing for the bet- 
ter, that it conſtantly dwindled in propor- 
tion as the habit of ſelf- preference grew 


ſtronger upon him; and was thereby at 


length ſo totally extinguiſhed | in him, that, 
after ſeveral times experiencing to his coſt 
and trembling at the Almighty's power, he 
came to braving it in the end, and finally 
periſhed in the impious.abſvrd. attempt to 


thwart God's declared reſolution of ge. | 


his people free. 


' Ne1THER/ ought we hs: any means * 


forget, that ſuch a ſervile awe of God on ac- 
count of his eternal puniſhments; however 


| permanent it ſhould prove, will not ſuffiſe 


E 2 | to 


Sent 2 6%. xvii” 
guilt; it tech to be quite unprofitable. 
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ſanctified by the facramental grace of Pe- 


il . ——— ; 


to juſtify the ſinner, without being joined 
with a ſhate of affectionate Fear of a Sepa- 
tion from his divine Self, nor without being 


nance : Which laſt condition is not always 


in the ſinner's power to apply, as our future 
Conſiderations on death will clearly demon- 


ſtrate. Who then that ſeriouſly reflects on 

theſe alarming truths on one hand, and at- 
tentively contemplates on the other the eſ- 
ſential awefulneſs of God's uncreated ma- 
jeſty, together with the unnumbered titles 
he has to all our filial reverence, can help 
conſidering it as a dangerous extreme of 
raſhneſs, for chriſtians to truſt their eternal 
falvation to ſo feeble a ſtay as a meerly ſelfiſh 
Fear of God ? who, but muſt ſee how 
much more ſafe it is, and muſt be, to ſanc- 
tify our Fear of the Almighty by making 
it filial, that 7s, by making our filial love 


of God one part of our motive, if not our 


only principle, of fearing him ? For it will 
not, cannot be denied, that ſuch a Motive 
is the likelieſt, readieſt means to render our 
religious awe acceptable to God, perma- 
nent, in itſelf, and profitable to us. And 
ſurely to neglect the moſt eligible means 
towards an end of ſuch infinite importance 
as That of our eternal Salvation, cannat but 

be a dangerous extreme of temerity. 
TAKE care then, dearly beloved Chriſ- 
tians, that you do not, for want of circum- . 
if — ſteer aſide from the direct and 
even 


Ae Diſcourſe 
even courſe of a filial Fear of God to the 
precarious lurking ſhoal of meer ſelf-poinc- 
ed apprehenſions, more ſuitable to Tia 


than to free- born, minds. Sound your own 


hearts then to the bottom, and ſound them 
often; that by a prudent conſtant vigilance 
you may prevent your giving into any dan- 
gerous miſtakes. Examine every one of 
you the preſent ſtats of your religious re- 
verence for God; whether it be tending to 


— or leaning towards approaching 
danger. Do you revere your heavenly 


author partly for his ſake, or wholly for 
your 'own.? Has filial affection for your 


ſovereign Benefactor any ſhare in your awe - 


of him ; or does that awe entirely proceed 


ſrom fordid ſentiments, which center all in 


felf * | 

Ir on a ſerious Land into the Jeep re- 
ceſſes of your ſouls, you find that the former 
is your happy caſe; take courage, Chriſ- 
tians; and preſs forward in God's name. 
For you may be aſſured, that, while you 


faithfully perſevere to cheriſh ſuch a filial 


Fear within you, and daily ſtudy to im- 
prove it, you are in the genuine current 
that tends direct towards everlaſting life. 
But if your caſe ſnould chance to he the latter; 
haſte, I entreat you, to gather in your fails: 
and altering your defective courſe, launch 
_ with noble reſolution into the ſafer track of 


grateful reverence for God, ſeaſoned at leaſt 


with dutiful affection towards him, if not 


in- 


xxx tr f, 

intirely derived from it. Otherwiſe you 

run the riſk of daily - plunging deeper and 

deeper into a ſordid principle of ſelfiſhneſs; 

La dangerous Flat, without a certain, 

ſolid, ſettled bottom for Chriſtian Hope 1 
c 


anchor in: A precarious ' ſituation, . in 
„not a little reſembling That, whii 
36 royal prophet of old ſeems to have com- 
e of to the Almighty, when, in the 
bitterneſs of his ſpiritual anguiſh, he cried 
out: I am ftuck faſt m the mire of” the 
m_ and there is no ſubſtance. . _ 
Now under God, revered Chriſtians, it 
is on your own circumſpeRion, that you 
muſt depend for all your ſafety againſt fo ha- 
zardous an extreme. If through indolence 
of mind, or luke-warmneſs of heart, you 
leave your ſpiritual progreſs ſo far to blind 
chance, as to negle& the looking frequently 
into yourſelves, enough to diſcover the 
true ſprings of your affections: where would 
the wonder be, that your filial Fear of God 
(for ſuch T hope it is at preſent) ſhould bye 
and bye degenerate into a ſervile dread of 
him from wholly ſelfiſh motives ? And 
ſhould it (which gracious heaven avert l) 
ever fink to That; — conſidering the natural 
fatal propenſity of human nature to corrup- 
tion and depravity, would there be no room 
Ut in that caſe to apprehend, left ſuch a flaviſh 
my dread might, in proportion as the habit of 
HH ſordidneſs laid ſtronger hold on you, dwin- 


wo dle quite ww and leave your hearts, like 
ty | | that 
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See Diſcourſe. _ "a 
that of hapleſs Pharao, ſo totally diveſted of 


all fear even of the Almighty's puniſh- 
ments, as finally to urge you, like him, to 
brave the very e you trembled at be- 


fore? 
 Howeve true then it be, that any Fea 


of God is preferable to none; it is at leaſt 


incomparably ſafer and therefore more pru- 


dent, dear Chriſtians, to ſeaſon your Fear of 


God with ſuch a generolity of filial motives 
as may render it permanent and perfect, ra- 
ther than to. content yourſelves with a de- 


fective, laviſh, lifeleſs Fear, which very 


poſſibly may chance (for want of life 
and vigour to ſupport it) gradually to die 


away within you, and leave your hearts in a 
fatal ſtate of total abandon. For then (alas!) 


your condition might be juſtly compared — 
that of ſhipwrecked Mariners, who, in a 


foundering bark at ſea, are thrown adrift 


upon ſome fatal quick-ſand : where no 
more able to advance or to retreat but as the 
billows drive, they are tofled and daſhed- 


about (the wretched ſport of winds and 
waves) till ſwallowed-up at length by the 


relentleſs flood. A lamentable ſtate indeed 


in every ſenſe, but much more in a ſpiri- 
tual one. Take care then, Deareſt Bre- 


thren, I conjure you, that you do not, 


through inatteation, make that lamentable 


Rate your own; nor have cauſe to ap- 


propriate with literal truth thoſe other 


words of * David, ſo big with weighty 
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meaning, as well in a moral as an anagogic 
light: I came into the depth of the ſea, and 
a florm overwhelmed me. 

Ix order therefore, my revered auditor)” 
not to ſuffer your Fear of God to be wholly 


governed by over-weaning principles of ſel- 


fihneſs; be wiſe, and keep a perpetual 
watch over the emotions of your ſouls; that 
all the motives of your reverence for God be 
ſeaſoned with a portion of filial Affection 
derived from the juſt cauſes you have to love 
and honour him; namely, his own effential 
goodneſs and the infinity of your DN. - 
to. Him, as your all-gracious Father, Friend, 
and ſovereign Good. And be affured that 
every Fear of God, that is void of love for 
him is dangerouſly defective. For (ay s St. 
— guñlin ) „ the Good, which is and 

= through Fear of puniſhment and not 
* through love of righteouſneſs, is ſcarcely 
te as yet an effectual Good: Neither is that, 


„ which ſeems performed i in outward action, 


* therefore com pleated 1 in the Will; when 
«© the man who does it would, if he might 


$* with Lo1punity, rather leave it un- 


6 done.“ 

PETER and Fudas both ſtood in awe of 
"Chriſt, even when they ſeemed the leaſt to 
ſearhiin. Both ſinned againſt him: And both 
awed by conſcious guilt, repented of their 
reſpective miſdeeds. Each then in repent- 
ing did what was abſolutely good: But oh 
tp how different matives! and with what 


Wi 


cauſe he-feared- his injured. Lord, is plain 
from his own words: I haue ſinned (ſays 


he) betraying innocent Glad. But then be 


feared that Lord only from the ſame ſordid 


motive for which he had wickedly betrayed 
him, a baſe, miſguided, over-ruling, love 


of fei. And 2 his ſelfiſh fear laſt- 
ed no longer, than to urge him to an una- 
vailing reſtitution; and ended in the abo- 


minable fool-hardineſs of: enhancing. his 


crime with ſuicide. Conſcious of his heinous 
falſhood, he repented of it almoſt as ſoon as 


| committed, not indeed on account of the in- 


jury done to Fe/us, but of the evil to which 
he expoſed himſelf: and ſuch was the 
ſtrength of his guilty Fear, that anxious to 
compound for his felony at the price of his 


ill-gotten pelf, he poſted away to the tem- 


ple, and teftored to the Prieſts their iniqui- 
tous bribe. But as Se/f was ſtill the ſole 
moving ſpring of his conduct; ſo unſtable 
and fruitleſs were his repentance and fear, 
that he no ſooner quitted the temple, than 


Inſtead. of melting to generous compunc- 


tion, he became hardened in deſperate 


raſhneſs; and bidding open defiance alike 
to God's mercy and vengeance, he boldly » 
wrought his own temporal and eternal de- 
ſtruction. Not ſuch the caſe with generous 


Peter. It is _ that he; alſo groſſly in- 


jured Jeſus, by the cowardly denial of him. 
Be then ſuch nevertheleſs had been the 


F. ſtrength 


„„ 
3 ſucesfs . That Jula repented be- 


* 
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jured Lord, that he no ſooner recollected 
this ingratitude to that beſt of maſters, than 
Teviving love awakened in him all his for- 
mer reverence. He wept and wailed his 
infidelity ; and foraſmuch as the ſource of 
his repentance was not ſo much the dread of 


feeling the weight of Chriſt's diſpleaſure, as 


the apprehenſion of lofing Chriſt himſelf, 
his filial fear and penitential- grief were 
laſting as his life. In ſhort his fear of 
Jeſus was the effect of his Love for Jeſus: 
and therefore it was nothing ſtrange, that 
ſo holy an awe ſhould daily improve in him, 
as we know it did, till it urged him to ſa- 
crifice his very blood to purchaſe an eternal 
union with the Lord he loved ſo well. 
HNO E, my beloved Friends, you can- 
not help perceiving, how much it behoves 
ou to avoid the hazardous fhallow of a 
meer ſelfiſh Fear of God. Make it there- 
fore, I conjure you, your conſtant ſtudy to 


guard your hearts with filial principles of 


Awe. But then while you labour to arm 
your Fear of God againſt utter Selfiſhneſs ; 
fee, that you do not launch into an other 
Extreme of equaldanger: I mean a daſtardly 
' ijurious dread of him. Revere the Lord 
chiefly for his own fake ; and revere him 
like what he is, the God of clemency and 
- Juſtice : But ſuffer not your awe of him ever 
to transform him in your minds to what he 
never can be, an unrelenting tyrant. To be 

plain, 


Arength of his habitual affection for his in- 


8 ge Diſourſs. xxxv 
plain, guard your religious reverence of him 
from every mixture of fanatic horror. Fear. 
him with reſpectful yearnings of loving 
children; not with the miſtruſtful quakings 


of diſaffected ſlaves. Otherwiſe inſtead . of 


perſevering to love and honour him as your 
divinely indulgent parent, you may inſenſi- 
bly come to abhor and degrade him as a 
pitileſs taſk-maſter, And thus while you 


avoid the Char rybdic, the ſordid flat © 


meerly ſelfiſh. Fear of God, you may un- 
warily ſplit on the Scylla, the dangerous 


rock of liſtleſs Self- dejection. Which, if 


it do not at length precipitate you into down, 
right hatred of your divine Benefactor, may 
plunge you at leaſt into a diſponding indif- 
ference for him; and by locking- up all the 
faculties of your fouls in a ſpiritleſs unactive 
diſmay, may rob you of the power as well 
as of the inclination to pleaſe him. 1 
I this we have a remarkable inſtance 
royal prophet. While David conſi - 
3s the Almighty as his offended Creator. 
and only contemplated God's power, truth 
and juſtice as ready to reck vengeance on 
his guilty head, the dejected monarch lay 


in a manner cruſhed HE the unweildy 


weight of his own horror, His ſtrength 


and his courage forſook him; his fleſh | 


withered off his bones ; his ſenſes loſed all 
their exertion ; and his very ſoul was con- 
Were to a lifcleſs compound of Aimee and 

F 2 i 


=. Hutroduction- 
impotence, ſuch as will be beſt deſcribed 
in the prophet's own words: There is no 
health in ny feſb, ſays he, in r fight of thy- 
wrath + my bones have no peace in fight of my 
fins lite an unweildy burden $"< are ou 
to heavy for mne. Tam grown miſerable an 
bent down : my heart is di turbed within 257 0 
my ftrength has for ſaken me : and' the very 
tight of mine eyes is no longer with me. It is 
hardly poſſible for the mind of man to figure 
to itſelf a more diſtreſsful complication of 
woes than David here enumerates as effects 
of his ſpiritual dread. Terrible effects in- 
deed of a miſconducted Fear of God 
That the prophet at this juncture had a real 
Fear of Lord, is a ſelf evident truth, which 
interdicts all power of doubt. But oh my 
friends, / what kind of fear was this? Does 
it appear to have been ſuch a fiducial Fear 
as an all- gracious God and parent has a 
right to expect from his grateful creatures, 
his fondled children? or to judge by ap- 
pearances, did it not rather ſavour of that 
miſtruſtful kind of dread, which is the 
uſnal tribute of diſzuſted ſlaves to an un- 
practicable tyrant ? Where then is the room 
to wonder, that ſuch, as David deſcribes, 
ſhould be the oppreſſive effects of an awe ſo 
gtoſsly injurious to the ſovereign ſource of 
goodneſs ? Tk ac 
HowkvER the royal prophet himſelf Goth 
repaired his injurious error. For once he 
recolleCted the tender Mercy of his heaven- 
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Second B Diſcourſe. - Avia 
Creator; he preſently tempered his inor- 


4 dine dread of the aweful rigorous Judge 


with a proper filial confidence in the com- 
paſſionate Redeemer; and from that happy 
minute he became a new creature. His 


courage revived, and brought with it the 


return of his vigour : his ſoul and his ſenſes 
(to uſe his own tile) being renewed in the 
marrow and fatneſs of comfortable hopes, 
re- aſſumed all their functions; and his de- 

ion ſubſiding, made way for that heroic: 
intrepidity, which the genuine filial Fear of 
God never fails to excite: —— The Lord, 
he cries, is our refuge and firength ' tbere- 


fore 71ll abe not fear, even when, the earth 


I! be overturned, and the very mountains. 


Hall be thrown into the, heart of : the fea.” 
And ſo far was he thenceforth from ſeeking 
a refuge from the preſence of God: ſo far 


from any longer crying- out as before, — 5. 
whitber ſhall I retreat from thy ſpirit ? and 
whither ſhall I fee from befare' thy face? 


tliat in extaſies of amorous confidence he 


cries-out in the midſt of real danger: 


Lord ! — thou, art my hope, my portian 2 
the land of the ling. — thy good ſpirit 


ill lead me inta. the. right: way: for. thy 
name's ſake, oh Lord thou wilt quicken me in 
thy equity : and in thy mercy £00k, wilt 4 ed 
my. enemies. 1 

Sk then, revered: * that i in . 
lowing the ſacred current of a religious 


Fear of God, you carefully * clear of 


all 
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all dangerous extremes. Truſt not to your 
own merits, or ſtrength nor doubt of his 
goodneſs and help. Fear the Lord above all 
other Beings: fear him all the days of your 
life; and fear him chiefly for his own ſake : 
But then always mingle you filial Fear of 
his divine diſpleaſure with a filial truſt in 
his paternal Love. As often as ou revolve 
in mind the juſtice of your all-knowing 
Judge, take care to recollect alſo the cle- 
mency of your all- bounteous Redeemer, 
This, Chriſtians, is a caution I mean to 
give you as of inexpreſſible advantage to 
your eternal welfare. For I would fain 
have you take particular notice and bear con- 
ſtantly in mind, that the Fear of God, 
vhich is mingled with confidence in him, 
gives courage and vigour: Whereas the 
dread of him, that is blended with miſtruſt 
of his clemency, diſpirits and enervates e- 
very faculty of the Soul. Of this we have 
an inconteſtable proof out of St. Matthew. 
TaREE Servants were intruſted with 
their maſter's effects to improve them to the 
beſt advantage during his abſence. Tu of 
them in fact, conſcious of the juſtice and 
goodneſs of their generous" maſter, were 
faithful to their truſt. They knew, that 
he would have juſt cauſe to be diſpleaſed, if 
contrary to his orders, they ungratefully 
neglected to improve the ſubſtance he con- 
fided to their care: But then they conſidered 


oO! that a maſter, who had the generoſity 
Ww 


Met 


© 61d WSUS 25 6 Le $6 HEN HE CIOS 99-24 10 6h. 7 eb SER ok <. 


— ——_—— — ———— ——— 
| . 4 
23 4264 9 RS w_ * , ic ht * OF, 1 * 6 
N : ö 8 S E N MAT. 21 » K 
y ͥ f ß A. 
: R R - 
W 1 N «-* "T8 
wo 2 ; 
* 
* = 


* 9 — 
n ? * 8 118848 I ELLE ; 1 23 N 1 
* N * wc p . ' 
a + L. r 989 * * l 15 56 k 2 * 
Ry At ec I 0 en e . 
V's D %. 7 2 
K. A 7 


- Second Diſcourſe. xxxix ' "8 
Y to truſt them without bis having any need | 
for fo doing, would have the goodneſs to 
= add every help they might want and to make 
” allowance for their involuntary miſtakes. 
Encouraged therefore by their fiducial reve- 1 
rence, animated by this mixture of Fer 
and confidence, they went to work with ſo 
much ſpirit, activeneſs and ſucceſs, that, 
at his return they were in a condition to re- 
ſtore him his depoſit. redoubled. Accord - 
ingly they not only received the approbation 4 
and applauſe of their bountiful, Lord, but . "mJ 
were profuſely rewarded by him with the 
honour and advantage of ſharing in bis ſu- i 
preme felicity. — Well fare thee, good and mm 
trufly ſervant,. he cries to each of them: 
becauſe thou haſt been faithful over a few 
things, I will appoint thee over many © enter 
into the joy of thy Lord. On the contrary, 
the ohind armies ungratefully overlooking 
all the motives of confidence, which the 
already experienced Bounty of his maſter 
afforded him, delivered himſelf wholly up 
to the moſt abjet gloom. And as if he 
had to do, rather with an untractable tyrant, 
than with an indulgent Superior, he inju- 
riouſly conceived ſuch a miſtruſt of his Lord 
and ſuch a cowardly dread of the puniſh- 
ment he himſelf might incur, if his efforts 
ſhould miſcarry, as could not fail to cauſe; 
that miſcarriage he ſo idly. apprehended ;: 
by their robbing him of the vigour, as well 
as of the inclination, to aim at the 9 | 
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charge of bie Bee So that, inſtead of 
endeavouring to improve! the little intruſted 
to his care, he buried the whole in a fruĩt- 
leſs ĩnaction and thereby drew upon hiti- 
ſelf his gracious maſter's juſt indignation, | 
and was deſervedly caſt-out into utter dark- 
neſs; there to bewail with werpin and 
gnaſbing of tbe teeth,” and there to learn 
when too late, the extreme folly, iniquity 
and ruin of not mingling the awe of his gra- 
cious lord with a juſt confidence i in His * 
„ ee Goodneſfſs. 
Lr this then ioive you as a dean 
refered Chriſtians, never to part the Saviour 
from the Sovereign, in your thoughts; and 
never ſo totally to dwell on the ſeverity of 
your offended God as to loſe fight for one 
ſingle inſtant of the boundleſs mercy, of your 
indulgent Parent. By this means your | fi- 
lial Fear of God will prompt you to love 
him with a daily encreaſe of fervour becom 
ing grateful Children: And your filial Love, 
by every day exciting you ſtill more and more 
to ſhun every diſtant occaſion of offending 
him afreſh, will improve in you that fidu- 
cial Awe which belongs to you as repent- 
ing ſinners. Or rather your Love and your 
Fear of God becoming one undiſtinguiſhed 
principle, will jointly enable you to carry to 
the throne of mercy a godly confidence 
mixt with religious reverence, For the re- 
membrance of your paſt ſins will only make 


yop the more e earneſt to improve your pre- 
ſent 


- 


* . 
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repentance : And your repentance will 
''ofly ſweeten to you the Thought of 
ous Left Things, but will make you de- 
light in the frequent recollection of them, 
as the effectual means to preſerye you from 
vice and to maintain you in polleffion of the 
filial Fear of God and of the paradiſe of in- 
ward peace inſeparable from it: Remember 
your Laft 7. omgs l the | pro Phet) and you 
I never fin. _ 

To conclude, m y Beloved; if Stefi 
ſhunning the dangerous extremes of ſelfiſh 


expectation and ' injurious ' miſtruſt, you 
faithfully keep in the ſtrait and even chan- 


nel of filial Fear of God, equally. wide of 


ption and deſpair ; you will certain- 
perform your mortal voyage with ſafety 
and profit: And your ſpiritual navigation 
will happily end in the harbour of unbound: 
ed Joys. For that genuine Fountain of i 
will lead you on to a perfect diſcovery of t 
four myſtic heads into which its falutary . 
ſtream is now divided. It will fully lay 
open to your view the fpacious wombs of 
Death, Tudgment, Hell and Heaven; 
Wherein you will behold all which nature 
and grace have of fetrible, or. conſoling. 
And though'their ſeveral proſpects may at 
firſt ſomewhat alarm youz Wo the more you 
farvey them, the leſs you will have cauſe 
to dread them. Rather the affection and 
reverence for God, the Hatred for ſin, . __ 
G _ "me 
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the love of virtue, they will excite in your 
fouls, will gradually diſpoſe you for behold- 
ing them at length, if not with ſenſitive joy, 
at leaſt with ſpiritual ſerenity. So that 
conſcious of loving God and confident of 
being loved by him, you will eye Death, 
Judgment, Hell and Heaven with religious 
awe, but with no ſlaviſh horrors. On the 
_ reverſe, growing familiar with Death, you 
will regard it in its true light, as a ſafe 
and deſirable anchorage for the juſt from 
iin and danger: And inſtead of trembling 
at its approach, you will often with St. Paul 
be prompted to cry-Oout: ab ! who will de- 
Aver me from this mortal body? The fre- 
quent recollection of your final Judgment 
will prepare you to look on it as your tri- 
umph ; and therefore to court your merci- 
ful Judge's approach in the words of the 
| Pſalmiſt Arie, ob Lord, and judge my 
cauſe, Conſidering Heaven as your primi- 
tive birth-right, your eagerneſs to poſſeſs it 
will frequently impel you to ſigh after it 
with holy Feb, and to fay within your- 
ſelves ;—ab / when ſhall I come and appear 
before the face of my God Nay Hell itlelf 
(by unfolding to you the immenſity of hor- 
rors, which the grace of repentance has 
teſcued you from) ſhall contribute to fill 
your ſouls with freſh recruits of vigour, and 
Excite you to break-out with David into 
frequent fervent acts of thankſgiving to 
a 35 „ your 
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your divine deliverer. Yes, you will of- 
ten cry: Great is thy mercy, ob Lord, 


avho haſt delivered my ſoul from the loweſt 
bell. | 
Tuvus the frequent remembrance of your 
| Loft Things, by gradually deadening with- 


in you every vice and vicious inclination, 
will furniſh your filial Fear of God with 
abundant vigour to flow back again into the 
Abyſs of heavenly Love, that genuine place 
of pleaſure, whence it firſt fallied-forth : 
That, returning in a redoubled ſtream, it 
may refreſh the ſpiritual parade of your re- 
ligious hearts with new and copious recruits 
of grace and inward peace; and thus ren- 
der them, according to 1/azah's words, like 


a well-watered garden, with ſprings which 


ſhall never dry-up: Which I beg God of his 
infinite mercy to grant you, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 


Ghoſt, AMEN. 
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FIRST DISCOURSE. 
A river iſued- out | of the place £ plea- 


Sure, to water paradiſe ; which thence | 
is divided into four Heads: And the 


name of the firſt is Prsox. 
Gen. ch. ii. ver. 10. 


Chriſtians; as we have already ſeen: 


Four are the capital allegorical Streams to 
which one myſtic. river directs us. nk 


is to ſay, the Fear of the Lord, that genu 


ine fountain of life (ſent forth from the eter- 
nal place of pleaſure the abyſs of God's un- 


created Love, to water the ſpiritual paradiſe 
of our heart and enrich it with ſolid vir- 
tues) invites us while on earth to follow its 
gentle progreſs down to the ultimate bor- 


ders of mortality ; there to contemplate the 


four Laff Things which nearly concern us 
all. 


o R are the aud Heads; revered 
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all. It leads us to divide our attention n 
into ſucceſſive conſiderations of thoſe final 
events, which are to part and determine. 
the irrevocable fate of human individuals 
hereafter : That thus we may become able 
to eſcape, by /ooking forward, thoſe manifold 
evils, which otherwiſe it may one day. be 
full late to elude by hoh back. Accord- 


ingly (ſays my text) à river ifſued-out of the 
place of pleaſure, to water paradiſe ; which 


thence is divided into four heads. After Ha- 
ving then in the two foregoing diſcourſes 
navigated in ſpirit, and (I hope) with ad- 
vantage, the ſingle river of religious Awe ; 
we ſhall henceforth conſider it as dividing 
itſelf into the four tremendous heads of 
Death, Judgment, Hell and Heaven. In 
our ſucceeding reflections therefore it will 
behove us to ſound Theſe in their ſeveral. 
turns with the greateſt attention : Thar, 


by becoming acquainted with the dangers 


we have to encounter at our embarking in 
any one of the four, we may ſet out with ſuch 

caution and proceed with ſuch ſkill as will 
enable us to bring our ſpiritual navigation 
to a proſperous iſſue. Now the firſt of theſe 

heads is the river Death: an aweful flood 
indeed! Such as all our aſſiduity to the end 
of our lives will but barely ſuffice to prepare 
us for launching into with ſome prolßeck of 


ſafety. And the name of the firſt (ſays my 
. 


text) is PiSON. 5 


j 
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Tur MP word Pisox U 
Ggnifies an exten/ion.of mouth, or a nas 
or a doubling, or a change. And all. theſe 


Meanings are ſtrictly applicable to Death, 


Ves: extenfive indeed is the mouth of death: 

for it takes- in all human nature. 80 great 
is the »2u/titude of openings to its devouring 
ma w, that though all men muſt paſs through 


it, few or none ever enter it by e elf. alte 


paſſage. It doubles down the leaf of mor- 


tal exiſtence fo effectually, that it puts an 


ultimate period to all accompts between 
man and his Creator: Inſomuc that, where 
the tree falls, there it muſt lie: that is to fay, 
Oncea man is embarked in death, on which- 
ever ſide the balance lies, whether of grace 


or of guilt, by That he muſt, abide. | 


finally it is an eſſential property of Ke to 
work an unreyerſible change in all mankind. 


For it is a vaſt impetuous flood, with two 


oppoſite currents; one of which wafts the 


happy few, who launch into it prepared by 


a timely circumſpection, from tranſient mi- 


ſery to everlaſting happineſs. The ober 


whirls the wretched many, who raſhly 
19 into it without precaution, from 
eeting, falſe, unſatisfying joys to endleſs, 


real, unutterable woes. In ſhort it is an 
aſſemblage of the myſtic waters. of contra- 


diftion : aters, which meeting no where, 
rapidly roll on in ſeparate tides either to e- 


de- 


N OT. or elſe to never-ceaſing 
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| Fob Dh. 
deſolation. Such is the foremoſt of the 
four important heads we have to fathom: 
And the name of the fot 7 17 rr other⸗ 
wiſe Darf. n 

Ir is plain then, Glo Chriſtians, that 
the flood of death muſt needs be of a very 
dangerous nature to embark in, fince it 
runs ſuch different ways and tends to ſuch 
oppoſite extremes. Surely then the certain- 
ty, that you muſt all launch into it ſooner 
or later, the the poſſibility of your then fal- 
ling into the wrong current of the two, 
muſt be ſufficient motives, if you have Foy 
thought at all, to- keep yy t prudence in 
one conſtant alarm. then fhould 1 
(merely to follow the Ber track of cu- 
ſtom) labour to pervert your juſt apptehen- 
ſions of death Fits 5 horrors of it; 
by painting death to you in colours not Its 
own, though they be often given to it, I 


| know not to what uſeful purpoſe ? Let 


others figure death to you like a deflected 
ſkeleton holding-out in one hand the emble- | 
matic glafs, to warn you (with its leſſeni 

ſand) how ſoon you may expect its Sommon; . 
and in the other, the fatal ſcythe already on 
the ſweep to mow you down. N to 
what uſe? for this is not death. Or let 
them deſcribe its grim approaches in faint- 
ing, clay- cold ſweats; in parting, conyul- 
five yawns ; in ſoul - ſiek agonies and all 


the bitter conflicts, which uſually attend the 
1” 1 ſe- 
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ſeparation of thoſe twin-born friends, the 
ſpirit and the fleſh. Yet, to what end? 
for ſtill no part of this is Death. All this in- 
deed may fright your feeble ſenſes, embitter 
life, and bring you to ſtart at the vory name 
of Death; but the whole (I fear) will con- 
tribute little towards your preparation for it. 
For again I ſay: All this is no part of 
Death. Or if it be ſo; I ſee nothing in it 
all, worthy to ſhake the courage of a man of 
any ſenſe and ſpirit. For all this the Good 
experlence in common with the Wicked ; 
and yet enjoy amidſt it all a perfect ſweet 
ſerenity, which evil men are ſtrangers to. 
De righteous man (ſays the prophet) though 
he be overtaken by death, is ſtill in refreſb- 
ment. Yes, Chriſtians, he is ſo: and it is 
only the nation of the wicked, whoſe end 
is bitterneſs, as the ſame ſacred writer tells 
us. Let the wicked therefore tremble 
alone at the approach of Death: And they 
indeed can never quake too much; becauſe 
Death in fact will prove to them a ſource of 
every ſorrow; a total bar to all repentance ; 
and a ſure current to eternal ruin, if enter- 
ed into unawares and unpreparedly. 
Is vain do habitual ſinners, who daring- 

ly put-off theit reformation to that critical 

period, flatter themſelves with the deſign 
of doing penance in their latter end. True 
it is, that then they will ſtand in the great- 
eſt need of penance. But then (alas !) they 


1 Fit een. 3 
will probably have no gleam of hope to egg 
them on, no word of comfort to buoy them 
up in that laſt day of trial. Here it is then, 


Chriſtians, that you may find abundant 


matter for diſmay. And here I own lies all 
the cauſe for-dread.which I am able to con- 
ceive in the thoughtof Death. The only ter- 
rifying circumſtance, methinks, which at- 
tends on its approach, is the danger to which 
IIl-Iivers expoſe themſelves of launching into 


it unprepared. So that on viewing Death 


fairly, we ſhall find it rather of an inviting, 


than of a forbiddin gaſpect. For on one hand, 
the righteous . it could never obtain 
the ſweet rewards of a well-ſpent life: 
And on the other, that Death is ever ter- 
rible to meet, it is the habitual finner's own 


fault; whoſe perverſe neglect of a timely 


preparation for his latter end, is the ſource 
of all the evils he has to dread beyond the 
grave. Upon the whole then it is certain, 
as I hope to make appear in this and m. 

next diſcourſe, that Death indeed is a juſt 

cauſe of terror to the wicked, but matter 
of triumph to the righteous: Becauſe in 


Death habitual unprepared finners will want 


the Will to repent; or having the Will, 


they will probably be diſappointed of the 
means: Whereas the righteous in Death 
will put an end to all their fears, to com- 
mencc a life of e joys. 
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On Drau. | N 
Ou God of Bb vow whoſe weighty truths, 
I am about to unfold! grant to my words 
the power of perſuaſion ; and give to all, 
thy ſeryants the gift of underſtanding : 
That by wiſely preparing in time for a 
proſperous voyage to eternity and by ber 
ing-always ready to embark in Death, We 
may, inſtead of trembling at its aweful 
1 proſpect, know how to chuſe its friendly 
current and launch into it wich aue 
._ neſs: d falt, 


N e N 1 e —_ 
needs be an object oſ infinite concern to us all, 
ſince it is one and indeed the ir of the four 
grand Heads, on which the eternal hap- 
| . or miſery of all mankind depends. 


ure we are, that we muſt all embark in 
its aweful flood ſooner, or later: And we 
are no leſs ſure, that we can embark in Ihe 
but once. It is certain then of courſe, that 
whenever chat once ſhHall arrive, we muſt for- 
cibly ſet out unprovided with practical ſkill. 
Now it is the univerſal ſentiment of the 
"as and experienced, that to ſucceed in 
| difficult and hazardous . Enterpriſe, 
thn is always need of a great deal of vi 
of ſpirits, dexterity, forecaſt. and induſſry; 
eſpecially. if, being our firſt eſſay of the 
kind, we engage in it anawares and with⸗ 
out any previous trial. What mariner in 
has ſenſes, however brave, could. forbear ta 
. 1 7 H 2 | v1 en. 
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| tremble, was he compelled” to take upon 
him the ſteerage of a ſhip and to venture 
out to ſea without bodily ſtrength; without 
rigging, compals, ' or rudder; and without 
| any ſkill in the art of navigation ? Can it 
then be prudent in us, to venture on ſo 
dangerous an enterpriſe as the voyage of 
Death, without the leaſt previous prepara- 
tion? Can we diſcreetly engage on a ſud- 
den in an undertaking we are ſo abſolutely 
ignorant of? and raſhly launch into that 
aweful flood with leſs precaution, than we 
uſually do into the boſom of ſleep? Leſs, I 
fay again: for even to make ſure” of ſleep 
(though encouraged to it by nature and tu- 
tored in it by cuſtom) we ſtill think it ne- 
ceflary to make uſe of ſome daily forecaſt ; 
ſuch as (for inſtance) the ſmoothing our 
couch, the adjuſting our pillow, and the re- 
moval as far as practicable of every foreign 
obſtacle to a calm repoſe. Shall then the 
great buſineſs of Death alone appear to us 
too trivial an affair to require any prepara- 
tion at all? Why! to judge by common 

practice one 8 really think ſo. For it 
is a melancholy fact too notorious to be de- 
nied, that the bulk of mankind live in as 
thoughtleſs an indifference about their diſſo- 
lution, as if it were no more difficult to 
ſeal-up the wicked life of an habitual ſinner 
with a godly departure, than it generally is 
to cloſe-up the eyes of a wearied labourer 


with undiſturbed flumbers ;—nay as if 
amidſt 


| Or 'D#arn, | 9 
amian an e gayeties (and even ùmidſt the 
outs) the-fiors und liceritious wantonneſs) of 4 
diffolute world, it were full as eafy't to die the 
Aub of the righteaus, as amidſt all the red 
tirement and ſelf-denial of the moſt cirum⸗ | 

ſpect ſervants of Chriſt.” ' But oh the deln< 


ded mortals, ſays the Lord by the mouth of 


Mſes his ſervant lh that they were wiſe / 
6h thut they rr apa N 1 n for 
their otter en f >> TR 
Fox à wicked aun to entertain any 
hole of dying well, he muſt certainly de- 
pend upon dying in his bed, in the midft 
of his friends, and with all the . piritual 
ſuccours at hand, which can help bim to 
ſeal his peace wich his offended maker. 
He muſt never reflect on the numberleſs, 

violent, unforeſeen accidents, which m 
ſuddenly ſnatch him off the ſtage of life at 
ſea," 5 7 a common, in the very ſtreets, or 
perhaps in ſome remote part of the world, 
of the town, nay even of his own houſe, 
without an aid, or living witneſs to his exit. 
He muſt totally forget the domeſtic fatali- 
ties of inſtantaneous madneſs, pally, lethar- 
gy, or apoplexy; the foreign flaughters 
caſually afelted by ſudden overturns, or 
falls; 7 lightnings, inundations, tempeſts, | 
earthquakes, fire, or the cruſh of ruins ; 
by the erting ſhot, the = dagger, or 
the empoiſoned draught, whi y ſur- 
en Nuss without" the leaft den of 
others 


10 „ Diſcourſe 
others or his own... And yet any one 
4 theſe may as probably fall to his lot, as it has 
fallen to the lot of thouſa i. nay. of mil- 
lions before him, who expected it as little 
(till it did happen) as he actually does. 
For there is abiolutely nothing ſo certain 
upon carth, as the uncertainty, which mor- 
tals are always in, of the place anon the 
manner 4ow,...and.the.time' when they are 
to die. And none have ſo much reaſon to 
expect a haſty. ſummon of 'one of theſe kinds 
as the Wir wicked-liver. For (beſides 
that, as Job and the pſalmiſt teſtify, one of 
the temporal curſes entailed. on the wicked 
in general is, that Fey ſhall not live- out one 
half their days) even + leſs than half of 
their natural time, which they are allowed 
to ſpin-out, will probably expire when 
ſinners leaſt expect its ' expiration. 1. Nor 
does the wiſe-man make any exception, 
when ſpeaking of the evil-liver he ſays, 
that his calamity ſhall come unawares ; he 
L ſhall be ſuddenly broken without remedy. 
In ſhort, as the inſpired David. aſſures. us, 
theDeath of the wicked is extremely wretched; 
and the eyes of the Lord are upon them, who. 
do evil, to deſtroy their very memory from the. 
earth, Go then habitual ſinner and truſt to 
2 death- bed repentance. | 
Bu T to come cloſer to the point, let me 
for a few minutes ſuppoſe, that (in virtue 


of ſome -wonderous privilege hitherto un- 
known) 


ä Wee „ 


bs) the dating ſinner be exempt Gas 
all the aforenamed ſudden plunges into 
Death; and that by evident but flow ap- 
proaches, it forewarn him to make read 7 
hat then? Is he a jot the ſurer, that in 
Nase caſe he will have the iu to improve 
that warning and ſet about the weighty bu- 
ſineſs of a cordial repentance? or that, ha- 
ving the wil, he 1 depend upon the 
means? Alas! too probably will ſuch a 
one, at ſuch a — be difappointed of 
che one, or 1 "ith not e of 


both. n i 5111 11 
Ix the firſt Hanptorad 41 eee diſc 


eaſe diſcovered to a ſickening ſinner, its 
laſt fatal miſchiefs; there might he hopes of 

bringing him to prepare for a penitential 
departure. But mortal diſtempers of the 
lingering kind are for the moſt part like 
faithleſs ſervants, whoſe gradual domeſtic. 
larcenies work: the ſurer deſtruction to the, 
maſter, for being unſuſpected. The firſt 
deceit, whichꝭ is apt to baffle a waſting: ſin- 
ner out of all thoughts of compunction, ay 
generally ſpeaking: an idle expectation o 

ſoon regaining his health: And he com- 
monly lends a readier ear to That; than to 
the fincerer voice of decaying nature. To 
ſtrengthen the dangerous iliuſion, there 
uſually comes · in the flattery of nurſes, ſer- 
vants and attendants, backed by the va- 
rious branches of the faculty and: the ſavage: 


9267 ten- 
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tenderneſs of ſonſoleſs friends and kiodred '! 
all combining to lull into dreams of certain 
recovery the already too unwary patient: 
whom they rather ought to awaken to the 
ncarneſs of his didlelution. - Horrible ten- 
derneſs'! which no leſs fatally than litterally 
verifies the prophet's words: — the tender 
. mercies of the witked are cruel. For after all, 
what cruelty can come up to That of Chriſ- 
tians, in this particular? But Chriſtians did 
Ifay.! rather L ſhould have called theni in- 
fidels. Wretches ſa wonderouſly tender; 
that they cannot bear forſooth, that a neigh- 
bour;' friend, or kinſman (though known 
perhaps to have lived a life of heinous, ſin) 
ſhould paſs a few uneaſy; hours before his 
Death in the important Work of reconcilia- 
tion with is offended God: and yet ſo in- 
credibly barbarous, that they can lock -o 
with co impiety, and ſuffer him, for want 
of en ever to fank-/ into a reſtleſa 
eternity; | 055029: 77147; aft df *01.-.193igat 
rom che whole, it is really ſhocking 
and perhaps the moſt Aeg circum 
ce attending the charitable office of vi- 
ſiting the ſick}: to behold with what tame 
barbarity the dying are commonly kept in 
utter ignorance of the danger they are int 
though themſelves prin rn: 


therein. It is no ways ſtrange therefore, 
that habitual finners ſhould ſo often, as they 
ares be „ in licknels of the 8 

ure 


| On DeaT®: 13 
ſure they expected for repentance. For 
what can be naturall N expected from ſucks 

perverſity, but what moſtly, happens ; 
namely, that the ailing ſinner, thus hame- 
fully betrayed during a whole tedious illneſs 

into a kind of daring ſecurity by attend» 
ants, doctors, pretended: friends and ſelf- 
love, will then only begin to think of death 
when already — in his laſt vain ſtrug- 
gles againſt its impetuous ſtream? Judge: 
you then, Chriſtians, if in thoſe laſt diſtreſe - 
ful moments, of the wicked man's expiring 
efforts, when Death is actually overwhelm-, 
ing him, amidſt a tempeſt ef tumultuous: 
thoughts all Jointly pouring-in upon him: 
 —tormenting thoughts, 7 /ay, of the ſub- 
ſtance. he is quitting ; of the fondled piea-' 
ſures that are quitting him; of the children, 
the wife, and ather tender names, he is for- 
ced to part with ; of the grace he has forsa 
feited ;; of the crimes he has committed ; of 
the beave n he deſpairs of, and the hell he 
expects —judg you, Lay, if amidſt ſuch 
aà Wreck of body and hurricane of mind, the 
dying ſinner is likely to fix all his affections 

where alone they ought to be een 

his all- bounteous G 
A horrible tempeſt o once aol 4 in the ſea," 

and the outrageous billows obedient to their 

angry creator's juſt reſentment laſhed with 
relentleſs fury the little veſſel, in which the 

1 * was F * ng 
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from the Almighty's. command: Yet _ 
lay all the while ſtupidly indulging his ſenſes 

in indolent ſlumbers. However the frighted 

failors ſenſible of their danger oppoſed for a 
while all their labour and 8 tothe — 

| ing deſtruction. But finding at len 
. heir efforts were likely to fail, true 
failor-like, they thought at laſt of heaven, | 
and betook them to prayer as to their ulti- 
mate means of ſafety: When looking aſide, 
they beheld their heedleſs paſſenger Jonas 
ſtretched- out on the deck in all the tran- 
quility of unruffled fleep. Aſtoniſhed 
therefore at the unexpected ſight, they 
awoke him with a ſhout of furpriſe, and in- 
vited him to join in their pious attempt. 
Thoughtleſs ſtranger ! {they probably cried) 
what means the dead! lng that thus 
locks-up thy ſenſes at a time, when moſt 
thou ſtandeſt in need of them? Look round 
and view the deadly ruin which every in- 
ſtant threatens to abſorb us all: w gr 
thou eft with F——ariſe I mvoke thy 

God, T5 ap t of us and - 

%% not. Now what effect, think you 
Chriſtians, had this alarming ſpeech upon 
drowning Jonab? what anſwer QF: vou 5 
have expected him to give ? I dare ſay, a 
very different one from that, which he 
really did give. alas, cries the inſenſible 
mortal I Ir is for me, that this mighty: 
* e 15 3 125 3 8 
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fatintion ! for thee, oh FJonab? can'ſt thou 
: conſcious of this and ſtill keep doſing 
2 ah l ſo much the leſs did it behove 
thee to indulge this raſh, this fatal ſupine- 
neſs.” 80 much the rather Thou ſhouldeſt 
have been the firſt to try to appeaſe thy of- 
fended Lord with prayer. But no (me- 
„ thinks, the flubborn fugitive. replies}. it is 
« all in vain. With me it is now no more 
< a time for. Praying, but for drowning. 
% Elen leave me therefore to my wretched 
lot; and know, that:the ſureſt way for 
yourſelves to eſcape from your preſent dan- 
0 ger, is to eſcape from me. With ſpeed then 
« conſult your own ſecurity, and #brow me 
« into the ſeq” Oh onah ? Fonab throw 
thee into the ſea, yeſt thou What 3 
rather drown than return to... God? Had it 
not been wiſer ta improve this timely warn- 
ing towards averting; thy maker's, wrath by 
thy prompt amendment? Ah yes!] It would 
| N 8 ſafe as wel as 3 to 
perſuade t eilding, half converted pa- 
; 2 . courſe and ſteer for 
Ninivs, whither the inteteſts of heaven cal- 
led thee.. What ſtrange perverſity could 
urge thee then to dally thus with thy im- 
nding ruin ?—But wherefore do I aſk ?— 


he Teaſon is ſelf-evident. | Excefiive as 


| the diſorder was among the] jarring. Ele- 
ments on this occaſion ; far greater ſtill was 
5 be Kon the * of To 
| 5 2 
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1 kin ble, a 


event of a death- bed repentance, © 


And therefore it is not amazing, that e 


emotions of Yonab's s Will, at that "ſeeming | 
point of Death, were nothing better than a 
Deb e impotence and raſh... 


neſs. Learn then from hence, oh Chriſ- 


tians, What is like to be their fate, who 


preſumptuouſly truſt to the e e ee 


7 ? 


Hur there is really no need of recurrith 


5 | to Jonah for an inſtance of the fatality al- 
moſt inſeparable from ſuch a preſumption, 


while our own age affords us fo many. At- 
tend but the fick-bed of almoſt any dying 
libertine of your acquaintance? through. all 


the ſtages of his ailment: and it is a million 


to one but you find there another drown- 
ing Jonab, as indolent, as obſtinate; as pere 
vetſe as the former. Whether in the ſum- 
mer of manhood, or in the winter of old 


age let the ſtorm of a mortal diſeaſe gather 
over an habitual ſinner and burſting upon 
him threaten his earthly frame with Lace 


tion: And how. is he apt to bellave from 
the beginning to the end of it ho- 
why ſupinely indulging a ſhameful ſecurity 


\ Div His midſt of his Hiſtreſs, he fooliſh 
huoys himſelf u . from day to day with idle 


expectations 0 n 
builds his aĩry hopes on thet ſuppoſed fill 


ſoon bang better; and 


of. His doctors, on the ſtudied flattery' of his 
pretanded friends and on the concurring 
aſſorances from _ oo him, that his 
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| pn diſorder is a meer. paſſing hurricane, 
which he will infallibly weather. Mean- 
time the event b, the niuth, the ſaurreeniid, 
: che. and twentieth days (every one of 
ih. was to bring the promiſed favourable = 
| * paſs. in their ſeveral turns, ant 
r purpoſe. For o! at length 2 
croud of 2 — break - ut upoa 
him altogether, and ſotce him in ſpite af 
flattery to awake to his impending diſſolu· 
tion. And then indeed (oh then 1) tlie 
common cry is , quickly, quickly let a 
* divine be ſent for. That is to ſay, if 
even then it be not thought, both by patient 
and ſtandlers · bye, of primary importance 
to conſult tho — of lay avout 1 x 
However we will ſuppofe 
niſter of God arrives: And ſtartled at thetos . 
glaring proofs of mortal agony in every fea» 
ture of the dying ſinner, awake, be Ariat, 
unſeaſonably doſing Chriſtian l ſhake· off 
i sie of ſaul, which lulls thee to 
«« perdition. Alas my friend] thou art 
. tottering on the margin of mortality: 
te thou art on the very brink of that impetus 
60 ous flodd, hich, if it do not land thee 
e ſaſe on ſhore in the realms”, of:endleſs 
« ſafety; will daſh thee a wretehed weck 
on tſie coaſts of everlaſting miſery. Look 
* therefots-I conjure thee, ere thou takes 
the irrevocable leap; and wi 


e 


0 e left thee, towards 
a = ing 
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2 a happy eternity.“ 


thoughts do you conceive the moſt hkely to 
muſh* into the mind of an expiri 


Now Sha. 


' ſinner. 


at che Pound of ſuch" quickening traths # 


Fou wille 


them perhaps to be thoughts 


prompted by a filial fear of God | ſeaſoned 
with penitential hope; thoughts, in a word, 
dig with contrition, love and bonfidence. 
Ah would they always (nay often) were 
ſuch! whereas Klar ) in x hg alarming 
ſtraits how. generally are not the thoughts 
of the dying libertine mere thoughts of de- 


ſperation On a ſick bed, at the point of 


Death, at the cloſe of the heavens; when (as 
the Lord ſays by the prophet's mouth) de- 

feruttion will pour-in upon the withed lite a 
form, how many Fonabs are there not?. 


how 


y perverſe creatures,” 


like that re- 


fractory preacher, 'whoſe minds dwell more 
on — 4 on dhe ſhore ? more on 
God the exaſperated Judge, to deſpair of his 
mercy than on God the tender + woes 


1 


neee bis wers # 


Chiles is not 2 ae ables? 


worldlings affect to ſuppoſe it 
 eaſy,for a dying \libertice to hate in an in- 
ſtant the vices he has a long habit of loving. 


The bare forms of © 


e ſaint | of 2 ſinner. 


ble for a man to die by 
A bed of ſtraw, * in haircloth, ſur- 


widdy 
4 Ken is not 


ance will not ſuffice 


No. It is 
choice on 


rounded 


ö 


ie = with the word of God in his 


- v3 


well as of loſing the joys 
in him. But wheres the 
a ſordid creature long enured to ſerve the 

intereſts, prides and Iuſts of the earth, like 


. "IO — * a one, after 


On Dian: BE 
„ ſupplied with every 


cars, with the name of God on his lips 3 
nay, with the ſacramented blood of God in 


his boſom; and yet to be for ever loft. For 


2 ſinner to become a+ fincere penitent, he 
muſt turn ſrom hit evil- ways ; he muſt re- 
turn tothe Lord with all his-heart 3 he 
muſt deteſt vice with all his ſpirit, and love 
and embrace virtue with his whole ſoul: 


And all this not barely out of ſlaviſn ſelf· in- 


tereſt; but 
of God, and 


partly at leaſt out of grateful love 
eſſentially centered 


a ſlave, ſhall all on a+ ſudden ſhake - off the 


familiar yoke and cheriſh in an inſtant 


quite oppoſite ſentiments 7 ——- 


5 difficult even to thoſe who have — 


ir whole lives in a continued eſſay of 
What I ſhall a libertine wax old 
in vice and during 
nour,' his conſcience; his Got of no Weight; 3 
when put in the balance againſt one of his 
diſorderly appetites . Shall no remon- 
ſtrance of maſters, rulers, p or friends ; 
no advice of Core geek and miniſters ; 


and no ſtings of remorſe» have 


draw- him back one ſtep from his bed: 
trifling 


filial fear of loſing: Him, as 
probability, that 


health hold his ho- 
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20 | Firſt: Dako. 
trifling with the leiſurely warning of -4 lia- 


gering ſickneſs, be ſtill ſuppoſed likely to 


change ſentiments and conduct in his jateſt 
inſtants, the buſieſt inſtants of his whole 
mortal life? — Shall ſuch a one, in four 


and twenty hours (perhaps) of inceſſant 
interruptions, diſtractiom, anxieties and 
s — in four and twenty hours 


pain 
wretchedly diſtributed between Aae; 


—— lawyers, kindred and pretended. 


friends; with a body on the rack, and a 


foul in all the hurry of a perſon who haſtes 


to quit a houſe that is actually falling about 
his ears: — ſnall ſuch a perſon /I. h at 


ſuch a time and in ſuch perplexing circum- 
with eaſe, or indeed to make at all, the he- 


Toic effort of ſpringing at one leap out of 


the current oſ perdition into the ſtream of 
falvation ?—out of the mire of fin and pre- 
ſumption into the limpid waters of God's 


holy love and fear ?—in a word, out of the 
Jaws of hell into the arms of Jeſus ? 


To ſum- up all in a ſtill narrower compaſs, 
ſhall a man, who has diſregarded God du- 
ring the beſt part of his life,” for the ſake of 


making falſe gods of his appetites, be ſup- 
poſed juſt at the point of death (when able 


no longer to act or to think with any vi- 


gour) to be nevertheleſs ſo vigorous as to 
rule his unruly paſſions and bring them 


7 — 2 to his reaſon, for 


the 


ſtances be ſuppoſed in a condition to make 
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| 505 On Dane... 2 NE 
the pure lovæf ſhat divine Being. hene 
been Laas Jong nccuſtomed 1 flight: Can 
vu, oh Utriſtians, be weak) em rw ͤé· 
think this eat, or ov ne hable. Un hne 
8 ever ſo liule ſerious = —_— 
flection on hat i have here alirady alerted. 
on this head: muſt ahundantiy ſuffibæ tp 
Sonuince yo, that thongh it be avon 
paſſible ſas what is net to the eſicacy f 
(God's preventing grace r) it is highly vtn- 
| probable, that an babätunl inner, as 
takes notbought zo provide for his latter 
ends 2 wicked dife with a god 
ly dęach. Au hope, however, to put tig 
out of all diſpute, 8 I diſmiſs 2 pre- 
ſent ſubject. But that I may not kee? 
your attention too long upon the ſtretch} 


ſhall remit the farther conſideration of it 
to the next done... 


"Moan time, I 8 > ou, - Chriſtians, 
think ſeriouſly and often on what I have 
ſaid. And Adee 7. neither ſafe nor pru- 
dent to truſt your ætetnal deſtiny to the im- 
probable event of aigdemb-bed reformation; 
wiſely be beforehand with time, and live 
in a conſtant preparation for eternity. Fre- 
quently remember your laſt things, and you 
will never ſin. The conſtant reflection, 
that you muſt embark you know not how 
ſoon in the aweful flood of Death, cannot 
KAil to improve the holy fear of God within 
5 K l 


1 4 1 N 7 00 


| 


—— . — 


— —ͤ—ũ—ñ) "_— 


— — . — 


PP 


22 Fips Diſcaur 


v. And that ſacred ſtream, after Wer- 
ing and enriching the ſpiritual paradiſe of 
your pious hearts with. daily ff ſupplies 
of grace, will flow back ws. My all your af- 
fections. into the abyſs of uncreated love. 
It is true, : the unflattering reflection may 
Poſſibly depreſs you with ſadneſs for a tim. 
But then [your forrow in the end ui br 
Turned into Joy ;- and your fear into-endlefs 
lafety ; when, 'borne by it to thoſe realms 
aof boundleſs bliſs for which vou were 
. created, you ſhall - happily experience che 
truth of the prophet's words: Death 1 
dl. up in vicfory. Which, &.. 
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reo Drecovnsr uren DEATH. 


* river Yucd-out of the place of Fa 
ys Sure, to water paradiſe ; which thence 
#s divided into four Head. e 15. 


name f the firſt i PISo . : 
Gen. ch. li. ver. 10. 


IN the ic gh ng Diſcourſe, revered Chri- 
ſtians, the fountain of life, the filial fear 
of God, aſſiſted our contemplative minds to 
begin their ſpiritual voyage gs the awe- 
ful Pacod of Death; a flood N difficult 
and hazardous to naviggte, as 7 on ac- 
count bf its two-fold current of: contra- 
dictory waters, the one tending to * 
bappineſs, the other to eternal miſer 
becauſe we can embark in that flo. jon 
once, and then of courſe without expe- 
rience, From what we have ſeen . 
then, it already appears, that the whole of 
our ſafety in Death muſt depend on the 


K 2 | good 


5 7 
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good or bad ſtate we are in, when we em- 


dark in it. If it be our good fortune at 


that critical period, to be previouſly ſtored 


with a ſufficient ſtock. of- -chriſtian virtues; 
we can have no room to doubt of ſucceſs. 


But if ben, when there will be no moge 


time for providing, we flrould ne y 
have all our be Sey to make ; we muſt 
every reaſon for wech it. For Death is 
+ a juſt terror to the unprepared ſinner; and 
matter of triumph only to the righteous : 


Becauſe (as I have partly ſhewn and ſhall 
now finiſh to demonſtrate) in Death the 


Former will want, the u to. repent ; or 
having the wil, he will moſt probably not 
have the means: whereas the Latter will 


2 an end to all his tears with a life of e 
EI +: ON 


Troy then oh 1018. our ate and Fry 
Guide vouehſaſe t point us ont , our 
way. Give us 40 075 and fear thee, 


while we have life and health: That, 


_ whatever ſickneſs or diſaſter overtake us, 
we any be always ready for the ap- 
proach 6f Death; and perfectly prepared 


7 Ls furn our backt with chearfulneſs on 


cis perfidious world, to . to ag dt. 
; : vine nn, 
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Nor apt many the numberleſs fara- 
Nties, which frequently. hurry finners into 
another world in the bloom of life and 
hen they leaſt expect it, even thoſe wick 


ed lives, who enjoy the unmerited priĩivi- 
lege of dying in their beds and as it were 
ſtep by ſtep, ate for the moſt part ſo ex- 


tretely taken- up in time of ſickneſs, that 
they ſeldom find tĩme to repent. In fick- 
neſs they have their pains to attend to, their 


* 


doctors to confult, their medicines to take 


and their reſt to procure : They have alſo 
their conforts, their children, or other 
fondled names to confole and be comforted 


by; their temporal concerns to ſettle ; . 


their lawyers to inſtruct ; their domeſties 


to dire; and meflages to receive and re- 
turn. In ſhore what with cares, infirmities, 
phyſicians, friends and viſits from abroad, 
or follicitudes at home; they are feldom 

| (unleſs in a lumber) cither alone or at reſt. 


Where then on a death bed is the time for 


repentance ? But granting them at certain 


intervals to be left to themſelves, free from 


company, pains, or diſturbance :- ftiff how 
few of thote intervals are filled with aught 


beſide courting or indulging fleep ? or even 


we (yn that neither was the cafe: ah! 
t 


carr it avail the ſick finner, that his 


mind be free and' broad- awake, while his 
conſcience is lulled in a dream of ſpeedy re- 


8 Pe Alas K * by that _— expecta- 
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tion it is ten to one but the deluded wretch, 
inſtead. of employing his precious minutes 
of eaſe and liberty in the weighty buſineſs 
of repentance, waſtes them only in forming 
idle ſchemes how to make his paſſions 
. amends bye and bye, for the indulgence he 
is forced to refuſe. them at preſent.” It is 
not amazing then, that, amidſt ſo many ob- 
ſtructions to repentance, the unprepared fin- 
ner throughout a long ſickneſs ſhould nei- 
ther find time, nor the <oi// to repent; no, 
nor once think of death till, like an over - 
whelming tempeſt, it be juſt on the point to 
deſtroy him. It is no wonder /I. ſay that 
ſuch a one, like a drowning Jonab, ſhould 
raſhly dream on in the height of his danger; 
or that, when forced at length to awake to 
his im pending diſſolution, he ſhould be un- 
able to think of aught to the purpoſe, and 
think rather of the wreck than of the ſhore; 
more of God the offended Judge. to deſpair 
of his mercy, . than of God the, tender. Fe. 
rent to appeaſe his Juſtice ? 

Ix is plain then, revered ee that 
repentance. in death is far from being fo ea- 
. or common, as the giddy world imagines 

Indeed did the convetſion of a ſinner 
x wes on no more than a meer . outward 
form; and could the ſinner. command the 
prerogative of not quitting the fleſh. without 
timely notice, and of quitting it hen as it 


were at his: $:lgifurs ; ; there wouly _ ſcarce 
an 


; # 
„ 


x a ” ” # 
* 1 * - a E 
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eee | 
an . earth more familiar 3 — 
than! a death- bed repentance. Towards 
making ſure of That, he would have little 
more to do, than to. cloath himſelf a» few 
minutes before his departure in ſackclot n 
and aſhes without the leaſt imvard changes 
_ or: (which.is.cafier ſtill) to erave mercy: of 
God with che lips without Wiching at 
Heart to ſatisfy: tis © Juſtice ; to receive his 
holy ſacraments wðithout faith or devotion; 
and thus, when capable no langer of act- 
ing the en 2 to become all at once 
(by plaxiog the hypocrite) a penitent ſaint ih 
without virtue or Stace; nay perhaps (ac- 9 
cording to the commodious doctrine of © i 
modern Caſuiſts) e other title than © 
the negative one, of not blaſpheming his 
— - And even as r at is 
more been with. nnz 


acquaintance, 8 4 ub a. eee nn 
1 While, Ho n e 5 knock 14 4 


108 again, i 151 is recovered Dole = 
* 1. | : Wen 75 em- 


| [Second Dygſenur/e. 

. che myſtery is cleared up wi 
 »No; be is Tone 60 heaven ;—Athat is 2 
inthe cant-phraſe of preſumptuons world 
kings) be is dead. „ were theſe 
Words: to be taken by the letter 3 what 


5 a rapture of joy and {urpriſe . What 
* ſych's libemne/gone-at-laſt to heaven? oh 
the miraculous power of grace-! -86ubt- 
<< leſs then he gave th ſtrongeſt marks of 
40% cordial contrition; ſabaured during his 
<< fokneſs i ging fot his- n barbad be 
* cbucb by day (like the wyal penitent) i 
warered git yy 9 ne 
7.5 jon ; douhtleſs he brokeyntirely 


* Wwitliviceded vizioaroccaſions; and ap- 
7 46 


phying his utmoſt efforts to redyeſs the 
< private wrongs he had done; he publicly 
_ red alſo the public ſcandal he had 
e opiven; But, e all. On the reverſe we 
hall find upon enquĩry, that all his marks of 
repentanct amounted to this: perhaps a 
few houts before his deceafe, -he-' received 
God knows how !) the holy 'comhalilow: 
Perhaps he only cried in his dying minutes, 
Lord 1- baue on n Nay ans 
did neither; but — and a 
not till ſp eſs) to ſtorm and to wear; 
to with dis Creator and all 
about iin However, he had the ale -to 
Aude che lawys of men, while able to vid» 
of God And * he lived 


per- 


righteous-' man would not᷑ be apt ti ory-out = 


. 
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peradventure like Foy he expired nat 
Judas, but died in a or 3 And 


That forſooch is generally ſpeak 

than ſufficient with the cough leb ＋ 
modern Chriſtians to diſpatch 1 5 moſt 
centious of ſinners from his Death · hed di- 
rectly to heaven. 

Bu r ah deluded mortals l be adviſed by 
Saint Paul and ceaſe to deceive yourſelves, 
or to ſuffer the infatuated world to deceive 
you. Beware of miſtakes : neither fornica- 
tors, nor idalators, nor adulterer ar mi- 
fers—ner drunkards, nor extortioners, m. 
any other wicked. Auer, without a np 
change of heart and A n. return to 
God fore pr . tir 


more | 


ovens 55 to God 


diſpo 87 10 x; 855 
then to ln that forgiyeneſs, . * mal 
muſt turn from Bir evil ways and ergurn e 
God with all his heart. For God has the 
right to expect, and would not be the per- 

Being | 15, if he did not, expe, £ 
the ſigner who was the firſt to wage war, 
be ready at Ieaſt to. ow his be ol 
vitations to peace 3-— that leaſt 

. to attone for his fins, 
mmit them; — and that, 
by divine Benefactor with 4 al All 
with all bis beart he 1 to Fer an 
N 
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ON theſe conditions only it is chat! yt 


attention is due to that popular phraſe 


pious when rightly underſtood, and yet fo 


often impiouſly miſconſtrued by. preſump- 
tuous Worldlings,—« Between the ſtirrop 


« and the rend. mercy I crayed and 
« mercy found. On theſe conditions, and 
only on theſe, it is true, that the moſt 


wicked of livers may at his laſt gaſp hope 
for and obtain the pardon of his offended 
God. But alas! who can avoid ſeeing the 
almoſt impoſſibility, that a dying ſinner, 
at that buſy juncture ſhould have the pre- 
| fence of mind, the Will, or the means to 


apply theſe conditions. Conditions never- 


ni- 


heleſs eſſentially requiſite to make a 


tent of a ſinner, as Moſes obſerved to the 


rebellious Iſraelites and in them to every 
other ſinner :—1f thu wilt ſeek the Lord 25 by 
Gad, thou ſhalt find him.—-For our Lord will 


return to rejoice over. thee in all the riches of 


his 7751 as be rejoiced over thy fathers : 
(that is to ſay, on theſe conditions 


ay: 2 otherwiſe) hat thou hear the in- 
viting voice of the Lord thy God,—and return 


to the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 
with all thy "Rau Since then it is thus 
Blip, that the conyerſion of a ſinner in- 
diſpenſably requires in him an inward con- 
trition of heart, an utter deteſtation of fin, 
a total reformation of ſentiments and affec- 


* and an entire return of the whole 
e en 
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5 God; it is the groſſeſt of abſurdi- 
ties to hy that a creatute, whom no 
ro 


upon to renounce the life of a reprobate 


while he is in health, ſhall at the point of 
Death (when in a ſtate of imbecillity) have 
the vigour to ſhake- off his attachment to vice 


and acquire a perfect love and fear of that 
God whom he has fo long ſet at defiance. 
Whoever is infatuated enough to think 
thus, —whoever is abandoned enough to 
imagine, that heaven may be purchaſed ſo 
cheaply, or that God may be thus ſafely 
offended and eaſily pacified, muſt neceſſari- 


ly harbour the meaneſt, moſt injurious ideas 


of both, ' 


their uſual cant) Far be it from us, to 
« think meanly of heaven or its — 
« Author. God, we know is too juſt to 


« forgive unrepenting ſinners. But then 


te he is allo too good to reject any who en- 


« deavour to deſerve his forgiveneſs. The 


« Libertine then, who goes not to work 
« till the e/eventh hour, may ſtand as fair 
« a chance, as they who 


« general are men of ſpirit : And a man of 
_ « ſpirit never loſes entirely the maſtery over 
« himſelf, So that once he reſolves on 2 
« change of life, he is ſure to effect it with 
« vigour and ſucceſs : Becauſe the later he 
"0 Ly goes 


their labour 
« early in the morning. For Libertines in 


4 


Leven ö in earneſt he is, 
« when about it.” But hold ! For allthis * 
b — n that men 
are always ſure both of power to 

reſolve and of — to fulfil whatever they 
reſolve on: Elſe in what conſiſts their ma · 
ſtety over themſelves? Now ſad experience 
es, that it is not ſo. Tell me, oh evil- 
During the years you have laviſhed 
in the — vice, have your reaſon and 
— never reproached you with 
ring chem to thoſe · paſſions they 
right to controul? Let them — Sealy 
| ſpeak, and they will remind you of the 
many reproachful checks they have given 
you. They will remind you, how often 

you reſolved on a change of life, and as 
| — broke through reſolutions. 
Either then (oh Libertines I) You are not 
the men of ſpirit you deem yourſelves ; or 
It is falſe that men of ſpirit never loſe en- 
« tirely the maſtery over themſelves.” 
What meer mortal ever had more ſpirit 
than Salamon ; And yet with all bis ſpirit, 
be loſed that maſtery ſo totally, that all his 
know ſoffioed not to keep him 
ſteady to his God, nor to recall him from 
his — eourſes. Inſomuch that, though 
Solomon has leſt us upon ſacred record ample 
Proofs, of how abject a ſlave to vice and 
madneſs a man of RO the worldly or- 


der may come 
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he has left us fo few and feeble marks of 
his ſelf-maſtery, 'that it remains a melan- 
choly doubt among divines, "whether he be 
ſaved or not; and ſtands an uncomfortable 
proof of this important truth, that men of 
the greateſt ſpirit may through their own 
perverſity utterly loſe the maſtery over 
J ps 
\. STiLL You perhaps (oh Libertines!) 
ſuppoſe it will be time enough to think of 
.. repenting and becoming righteous, when 
no longer able to enjoy the being wicked. 
But ah ! you will then find to your ſorrow, 
that beginning to repent only when forced 
to leave- off finning, is but commencing a 
repentance without end. For where is the 
common ſenſe in preſuming that the turbu- 
lent environs of death are a proper ſpace for 
ſo rude a combat as That of a ſinner with 
his diforderly appetites? Let me for a mi- 
nute ſuppoſe a no-wiſe impoſſible caſe, — 
that any one of you fall ſick on a ſudden ; 
and after a-while your phyſician ſay honeſt- 
ly to you,—* Alas my friend! it were 
«. cruel to deceive you. I have done my 
« utmoſt to conquer your diſeaſe ; but all to 
* little purpoſe. Let me adviſe you there- 
„ fore, as a Chriſtian, to reſign yourſelf 
« with chearfulneſs to God, and (with- + 
* out thinking more of this life) to make a 
Nor . ſerious preparation for a better. 
For to be plain with you, you have 


© not 


66 
( 
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„ not many hours to live.” — What think 
you? — Would ſuch a ſpeech, however 
kindly meant and gently uttered, put new 
reſolution, life and ſpirits into you? ah! 
too often have I, been a ſad ſpectator of the 
contrary. From woeful ocular experience 
I can myſelf atteſt, that the like friendly 
admonitions are moſtly apt to throw ex- 
piring ſinners into ſuch confuſion, that the 
warmeſt efforts of every Chriſtian round 
them can ſcarce prevail upon them to turn 
their feeble thoughts towards their eternal 
RAR. CGE 
SACRED miniſters of God, whoſe holy 
function calls you to aſſiſt the fick! how 
do I pity your painfu] diſappointment in ma- 
ny a vain attempt to ſave the drowning ſin- 
ner | The more you try to wean his affec- 
tions from the world, the more ſhall he fon- 
dle the beloved idol in his breaſt. While 
you eſſay to raiſe his groveling thoughts to 
heaven, his little hope of That, but finks 
his reptile wiſhes to the carth ? What plank 
of ſafety then ſhall you exhort him to ſeize 
upon? To bid him cling toGod's unbound- 
ed mercy, is only perhaps galling his con- 
ſcience with an unrelenting ſenſe of what 
he has conſtantly abuſed : And but to name 
_ almighty Juſtice, ſhall peradventure throw 
him into convulſions of deſpair. Thus vain 
(too generally ſpeaking) are all your efforts 
to reſtote to the wicked-liver on his Death- 


We | 0 DrATH. „ 
bed the gifts of grace and peace. For 
woe's my heart I) what grace or peace can 
ind itsway to a difordered breaſt, where 
all is guilt, deſpondency and tumult? Still 
you approach his pillow and cry-out * — 
2 Courage, my friend! Cling cloſe to God 

EE Saviour. Think on the death and 

« ignominy he endured for you. Know 
that if Judas had but availed himſelf of 

. thoſe; even Judas had been ſaved. Re- 

ent then ſincerely and call on your Re- 
N es for pity and forgiveneſs; and 
1 You may {till be ſaved. But ah too un- 
ſucceſsful paſtors ! how often have you not 
the grief to find your zeal produce but little 
fruit! Yet who can wonder at This, when 
you are ſeldom called to the waſting ſinner 
till 1o! the hour of Death is come; the 
nigbt of mortal life: That Night in which 
no man can work, ſays Chriſt: a Night, 
in which the preſumptuous ſinner, who 
raſhly puts off his reformation till then, 
will probably have no light to work by, nor 
eyes to ſee his certain means of ſafety; 
nor heart to turn his thoughts to the ſuf- 
ferings of his generous — ; or if 
he looks on them, wall eye: thee ably: with | 
a glance of terror. 

The divine Jaa mink ſeen i in er ee 
was wont to attract the hearts of all who 
beheld with candour the awful ſweetneſs 
of bis aſpect. But viewed in the nigbt he 
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ſcattered conſternation around him. The 
ſame Jews, who by day preſſed upon him 
in Feruſalem with eager Hoſannabs, on 
meeting him at zight in the garden of alive: 
were ſtruck with diſmay and fell flat on the 
ground. S0 too his on diſciples expe- 
— by day a pleaſure in gazing on him, 
ſo much ſuperior to all earthly delights, 
that rather than part with it they pro- 
feſſed themſelves ready to follow. him 10 
priſon and death. Whereas the once he 
approached them on the face of the deep 
M the dead of the igt, behold ! all his 
charms: were transformed in their eyes to 
an object of terror, which convulſing their 
hearts with a panic, urged them to ſhriek- 
out: phantom / a phantom Oh lovel 
loving Jeſus then | If Thou, in whoſe deat 
d paſſion all our hopes are lodged'; Thou 
whole mercy is our only buoy of ſafety ;— 
if Thou {7 /ay} appeareſt to the unprepared 
finner amidſt his dying ſtruggles an object 


of diſmay ; ah ! whither ſhall he turn in 


featch of ſafety ?—Unhappy: creature ! too 
certainly he muſt be loſt, and (oh the horrid 
tuin 1) loſt for ever. „ THER ether eh 
Bor has not the Almighty ſolemnly de- 
clared that He wills not the death of a finner ; 
zu 'rather that be be converted and live? 
that in whatſoever day the wicked, ſhall be 
converted from bis wickedngfi, it ſhall not one 
ant im 


N "Oh Dran. ng 17 
bim? If than the evil-liver repent of his 
ſins on the very day of his Death, ny in 
the ver. 
of God's ptömiſe, be Mill intitled to pardon 
and mercy ?*Dowibeleſs He will. But ah! 
the buſineſs is fo? him to be converted then. 


And what reaſonable hope can a daring in- 


ner form to himſelf, that on the margin of 
Death, in the night of mortality, he ſhall 
have the power to embrace that converſion, 
which he ungratefully and raſhly 3 du- 
ring the ſunſhine of health? For though 

have gratioutly promiſed pardon to the ro 
her in whatſoever day he fhall ttuely repent ; 
he has 'no-whete promiſed him the Gifts 
or, grace of repentance in any hour, to 
which he ftrall preſurpptaouſly dare. to bat 
it off. 

A hundred years God allowed to the 
ſinful Cotemporaries of Noah for the 


work of repentance. Repentance, oh Sin- 


ners! cried the Patriarch, while building 


the Ark : And the numberleſs reſounding 


ſtrokes of his hammer during that whole 
century were ſo many repeated Summonſes 
for tliat perverſe generation to repent. But 
alas! inſtead of employing that precious 


time in the weighty buſineſs of repentatice, 


they madly perverted. it into freſh leiſure 
for ſinning on. And therefore iti the end 
(when in all probability they earneſtly wiſh- 
ed for a ſpace to repent in) they had no 


9 the” time for oo While the 
Ark 


laſt hour; will he not, in virtue 


— 
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Ark was in hand and they might have ſe- 
. cured a refuge therein, they had not the 
will ſo to do. And therefore it was juſt, 
that when the Ark was in readineſs, they 
ſhould neither have time nor power to enter 
it, though poſſeſt of the will. You then, 
oh preſumptuous libertines ! learn wiſdom 
at their coſt, ' and ceaſe to flatter yourſelves, 
that, ſpite of all your actual guilt, you ſhall 
cloſe your unchriſtian lives with a chriſtian 
departure. Remember rather, as your Sa- | 
viour warns you, that Death, like a thief in 
the night, will ſteal upon you unawares, if 
| "you prepare not out of hand for its ap- , 

| proach. Yes, as 1/aiah ſays, it will pour-in 4 
upon you, like an impetuous torrent driven by 
the ſpirit of the Tord; and he will then 
probably execute on obſtinate Chriſtians his 
terrible menace to the contumacious Jews: 

4 When I am gone, you will ſeek me; 
2. (unable to find me) you ſhalt die in your 
J. 2 \ 
„ Wuar ] //ays the libertine) Surely God 
© did not 2 in this _ e 

« us in the next? His chief delight is in 
* his Clemency ; and Bis mercies are above 
* all Bit works. To God then will be- 
* long the care ſo to touch our hearts in 
* the end, as that we may redeem the time 
« we have loſt.” It is true (oh ſinners !) 
that God did not place you on earth to 
tranſmit you te. hell: But neither did he 
* Ls bans  * 
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place, you here. to ſet heaven at 2 ' 
e made not his kingdom for infidels : but 
neither does he reſerve it for 0 | 
Chriſtians. God is all Clemency, it is cer- 
tain : Vet all his Clemency reſtrains not his 
uſtice from daily plunging wicked livers 
1 everlaſting fire. Will it then 475 
you preſume to fay? ?J belong to G 
« 14 7 your hearts in Death with 92 
< ing grace * Ah! who can hear ſuch 
raſh umpiety and not be ſeized with horror; 
Now that God lays open all the treaſures of 
his mercy to allure you to a change of heart 
and affords you the leiſure to effect it, nei- 
ther his promiſes nor threats can move you. 5 
What proſpect is there then, that in the 
painful buſy hour of Death your hearts Will 
be more pliant? Which of you all will af 
ter this diſcourſe ſet ſeriouſly about a total 
change of manners? will break with vice 
and mend your life for good ? If then You 
do not love and fear the Lord enough to do 
thus much at preſent, while, in health and 
eaſe ; what room is there to expect, that he 
will have greater weight with you hereafter, 
on the ſlippery brink of your. diffolution ? 
Nothing 1 55 madneſs or impiety can prompt 
1 to ſuch an expectation. It requires a 
ong habit of ſkill and experience to tread 
with fafety on a narrow and dangerous 
| ſteep. And therefore we. ſee, that they 
who are unaccuſtomed to the hazards of 2 
"MEM pre- 
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precipice, ſeldom are raſh enough to ven- 


2 


ture. on its brow without meeting their 
ruln.. Thus it exactly happens for the moſt | 
part on the borders of Death. However 

| Pleafing a proſpect that aweful flood affords 

. to. the, provident Chriſtian, whom a long 
5 43 : N Sd 4 © +. | n 8 ond? 
raftice of ſerious contemplation has famili- 
Ariſed to it; the horrors it diſcovers td- an 
unprepared ſinner, who ruſhes on it uncon- 
cerned, are more likely to turn his brain, 
than to quicken his thoughts and ſtrength- 
en his courage. There then the unpractiſ- 
ed unprepared finner of courſe muſt have 


every cauſe of Juſt terror and diſmay. Be- 


cauſe there (as I firſt ſaid and have ſince 
made appear) he will want the will to re- 
pent, when moſt in need of it; or having 
the will, he will moſt probably not have 


Sven (oh revered Chriſtians I) is the 
foremoſt of the four mighty heads, which 


are to. cloſe- up man's mortal exiſtence ; and 


which the Kygle ſtream of a filial fear of 


God leads us to contemplate : That remem- 


« $4 43 A. wy py . 5 + » 
bering our Laſt T, hings, we may never /in. 


Such is the vaſt impetuous flood made-up of 


the waters of contradieion : a two-fold myſ- 
tic current, tending in two oppoſite tides ; 
the one to everlaſting miſery ; the other to 
ſee. And the Name of this fert is Pisox, 
in other language DeaTHu, * 
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| never-ending happineſs, as we ſoon ſhall 
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ble # is wee the ſacred Hiſtorian) ht 
pers theahole land of Havilab, where 
\ Fhere is gold: An 
god < There 01% is Badellium aud rbe Om 

one. For the comprehenſion of which, 
. to ſhew you how perfectly the literal 
a myſtic ſenſes of this paſſagè agtee with 
ur prefent ſubject. 1 Have four things to 
bleed to you. Firſt, the Hebrew word 


 Havilah equally" ſignifies what'is full of 3 = 


and what is and bringing-forth : 
And therefore it is a proper and genuine fi- 
gure of Eternity, that unmeaſurable i 
the vaſt extent of which takes- in two ſe 

rate ſtates; the one abounding with . 
of pain, the other fruitful in and perpetu- 
ally bringing forth ſubſtantial pleaſures.— 
Secondly, Gold is a natural emblem of grace 
and glory. Wherefore in the Revelations 


of St. John, the Holy Ghoſt ſays to the 
3 Labdicean Angel: — T adviſe thee to buy 


me Gold, that bas been tried in the fre, that 


- thou mayeſt become rich indeed. Tbiraly. 
the aromatic Gum called Bdelhum, ſome- 


what bitter to the taſte, but fragrant to the 


ſenſe of ſmelling, is not unlike to myrrh in 
this, that it is a lively ſymbol of chriſtian 
innocence; which in this life is often ſo 
embittered to its poſſeſſors, that with the 
ſpouſe of the Canticles they may truly ſay 
of God, My Beloved is a bundle of 
me. And yet in another life they will one 


myrrh to 
day 


id” the gold of that land is £8 


* 
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day have cauſe to cry- out in raptures of joy 
: with the ſame wy ſpouſe, —-when ¶ opened, 
—_ any beloved, my fingers were dripping fweet- 
myrrh : So fragrant in another world 

eil e che fruits 1 their virtuous ſtruggles 
in this! Laſliy, the choice oriental onyx, 
a precious ſtone of a candid. hue with here 
and there a contraſting cloud, is a ſtriking 
type of truly repenting ſinners; whoſe time- 
Iy cordial converſion, reſtoring them to the 
candour of piety, ſets- off that piety with 
the heightening ſhades of compunction. 
Tnus much then preſuppoſed, you ſee, 
| Chriſtians, that the river here literally called 
Pin is a natural figure of the — flood 
of Death: Which encompaſſing the figura- 
tive Havilab, Eternity, will one day bear 
2 to the endleſs pains or joys of that un- 
nded continent. For all who once em- 


bark in Death, muſt debark on one or the 


other of thoſe extenſive ſhores. Woe then 
* the wicked-liver, who plunges into it 
unprepared! how will not He have cauſe to 
curſe his former raſhneſs, when he. ſhall 
find himſelf a wretched wreck toſſed on the 
coaſt of eyerlaſting miſery! where (as holy 
Job 1 ays) bis eyes ſball bebold his own deftruc- 
tion; where, though wickedneſs be now ſo 
ſtveet to his palate, the food in his bowels will 
be turned to gall / How will be foam with 
deſpair, when fleeing from the iron weapon, 
25 Pow of el "ſhall pour ts: arrgus * To 3 
WHEN 


\ 


Allen the heavens ſpall reveal his iniquity, 


and the earth ſhall riſe up againſt him, to cruſh | 


Lum with the weight of God's fury 


Horrible conſeqences of dying — 1 


- deſperate voyage of preſumptuous ſin- 
ners, who think no caution needful for 
launching into Death! And yet This (fays 
the Prophet) zs the portion of the wicked 3 
God; and the mmberitance appointed for him 
by the. Lord. 


Nor ſuch the portion of the truly v vir- 


tuous. No: They, ſecured by conſcious 
grace, ſhall view the ſtream of Death with- 
out terror and embark in it with confi- 
dence to be tranſported by its gentleſt cur- 
rent to endleſs peace and joy. For, ſays 
the facred writer, though their deceaſe be 
deemed an affietion, and in the eyes of men 
they ſeem to ſuffer ; they are in peace t 


ſhall be at 7 of all live forever: And 


their recompenſe ſh Bots be with 25 Lord their 


God. Taught by the e recollection 
of their Loft T, Fer to prefer the ſalutary 
current of virtue to the ruinous eddy of vice, 


they ſhall launce into this foremoſt flood of 


eternity with calmneſs and ſucceſs; and 


theic ſpiritual navigation. conducted with 


fafety under the guidance of grace ſhall bring 

their frail Veſſels to. the harbour of ſubſtan- 
tial peace freighted with the precious fruits 
of a good life, and lodge them forever in the 
| kingdom of MW bliſs. There they 
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will 
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one of repentance will yield them their fill 


of true wealth and delight. There in ſhort 


they will abound with the myſtic gold and 

ems and ſpices of glory love and. joy: 
And (to ſpeak in the tile of Ecclgſiaſticus 
their immortal ſouls will glow and ſhine and 
ſpread a'fragrancy around the throne of God 
hike fire and incenſe in the cenſer ; while their 


incorruptible Frames glitter alſo with un- 
clouded brightneſs lite choſen veſſels of beaten 


gold et with all manner of precious ſtones. 
You fee then, revered auditors, Sine the 
flood of Death is a true myſtic aſſemblage oi 


| the waters of contradiction: a myſterious 
flood, which rapidly rolls-on in ſeparate 


currents; the one of ſweet, the other of bit- 


ter waters. Yes, fweeter than any honey | 

the Good will find the ſtream of Death, 

which is to bear, them to eternal bliſs: For 
the fliream 0 that river 


(ſays the pſalmi 
ſhall rejoice the city of God. Whereas no 
wormwood is ſo bitter as Death, will make 
the current of perdition to unrepenting ſin- 


ners in their latter end. For then (fays the 


Lord) I will give the wicked the water of gall 
Co: 9 

Ox one hand therefore, how bleſſed is 
not the innocent man, who never walking 
in the council of the ungodly, nor treading 


will be. rich indeed; for the gold. of that 
und 5s ſuperlatively good. There the pre- 
cious bdel/ium of innocence, and the comely' . 
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f 14; is always preparing for 

| ge g He (ſays the pſalmiſt) 
| — — by the water 
, 4 hat | brinjetb-forth fruit in its ſeaſon. 
Ho Heſſed too no itent ſinner, who 
is mindful of Death, ta ſin no more, and 
mindful of his paſt tranſgreſſions, to efface 
them 6 mingiing (like holy David) tis 
very drint wir bit corn ve tears . Fur 
He alſo ſhall find in the friendly current of 
Death the ſweets of thoſe myſtic waters, 


which therdivin Feſt fo gracionſly;prot- 


fcred to the contrite Samaritan, and which 


he - ſtill reſerves for every contrite heart: 
And they ſhall flow: therein and be (ſays 
Chriſt)» 2 Well. gn ops unto 3 
1 1 «:118}2b yo 
Bur on che other -hand, Kr = 
wretched will not thoſe: wicked livers be, 
who 'drimking-down iniquity lite water, 
while they have life and health, prepare, 
not for their diſſolution till it comes upon 
them For then alas (unwilling, or un- 
able in all probability, to do penance) they 
will be reduced to cry-out, as Jeremiub 
| ſays, —* oh hapleſs we Gd bath put ur 
to fihence : He hath given us indeed the 
4 vater of gall ro drink ; domes il we have 
ned againſt him.” 
Ix can ſurely then no longer be USubted. 
Hans Death is a juſt Cauſe of terror to the 
wicked: Since in 1 the * 


46 1 Second Diſcourſe. . 
inner will want the wilb tor or hav- 
ing the 2570, is moſt likely not to have che 


means? It is ſurely above the reach of 


doubt, that Death is a real matter of tri- 
umph to the righteous Since in 
Death Theſe will put an end to all their 
fears, to commencę a life of everlaſting joys? 
Be wiſe then, Chriſtians, and prepare in 
time for the important voyage through the 
ſtream of Death: That by a provident in- 


duſtry, you may make ſure of a proſperous 
voyage to eternity in the current of the 


tighteous. Let therefore the filial fear of 
God prompt you to a frequent ſeriòus con- 
templation of your Laſt Things, thoſe awe- 
ful Heads which are to decide your everlaſt- 


ing deſtiny ; And the faithful remembrance 


of them will leave you nothing to dread 
from the bitter waters of the wicked. Re- 
member your Lafi Things, and you will never 
. ene that it is very certain, 
that you muſt die, and no leſs certain, that 
you can die but once. Yet ubere, or how, 
or then you are to die is quite uncertain. 
It may (for aught you know) happen this 
year, this day, this very hour. Should you 
(which gracious heaven avert!) be taken- off 
in a — inſtants; you would not be the 


firſt by millions, who have died in the in- 
ſtant when they leaſt expected it. The 


laſt Perſon, who ſuddenly expired, 


thought TP little of his approaching 
Death 


„ 8 N28 
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Death 0 hi preceding minute, »"a$\ you 
now think of dying ſhortly. And yet he 
really did die: and d died Gitex unawaresc: 
r (alagt): 

you do; unleſs from this inſtant - you 
— againſt ſo dreadſul an event, — 
3 ſerious converſion of your hearts 
to God 

' Be then, oh Chriſtians the fruit of this | 
diſcourſe and the preceding one, an aſſi- 
duous recollection of the truths therein con- 
tained. And reflect, I conjure you, every 
day and every hour, that That may be your 
_ laſt. Each morning, when you awake, re- 
flect, that your next ſleep may be perpetual; 
and ſpend the enſuing, day, as if you knew 
it would be ſo in fact. Each night, before 
you cloſe your eyes to ſleep, refle@, that 
you may poſſibly never mare awake but to 
eternity: And make ſuch acts as you would 
viſh to do upon your dying vaiſter; Thus 

will you always be prepared f; Death: 
And thus prepared you can have ught to 
fear from its approach. For by theſe pru- 
dent means the Waters of Death will ſupply 
with freſh vigour the facred ſource within 
you of filial fear of God: And that aſs 
ſtream (after duly watering the ſpiritu 
radiſe of your converted hearts and r 
Ing it fruitful in every chriſtian virtue) will 
flow-back again with all your affections 
into the "yy of God's divine love, that 
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nce it will again overflow your 
ing grace and joy, and vr 
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A river iffued-out gf the place: of . 


. e, d vater paradiſe 3 which thence" 
f G into four Head: Aud tb 
ee nd ſecond; ir Ginon + odd 1: 
uod 3d * Getz ee 
% 20000041 ede unh bod ien 
NK LREAD V, my revered Chriſtiar 
ve have paſſed in ſpirit tha gran 
rier of — Alread the / Fain 
2 — tele. uh the Lan onde 
am ie eternal . @ — 
his uncteated love) has in tee > 
courſes led our contemplating minds 
the aweſul flood af dA, * firſt of the 
four mighty beads," which are deſtined to 
help that ſacred ſtream ta eter rb ſpiritual 
paradiſi of ev — Wer wor 
frequent freſh. upplies of perſeue grace. 
The ttuths I there unfolded . have 
not (I preſume) e ne <0 Ras 
bei od man 110 SINE ui. 1b ther 
4e : 


PR 


g vu Difcourf 
ther (I hope) . 
im ur minds, not to rouze you 
— — — — th - 


olution of living for the future 
with unwearied circumſpeRti 


on and in a con 


ſtant Lock · out after your final difolotion. 


And indeed, my beloved, oHicke furs? 
i d e or you to make Ture 


much. For it is abſolutely on 
we take towards a proſperous or untoward na- 


vigation rough the channel of daath, that: 
d for the good or bad ſucceſs 


we muſt de 
of dur unavoidable. paſſage through the tre- 
menduous river Judgment, the ſeromd in or- 
der of the four great rivers of eternity, which 
it behoves us all to fathom (and That with 


the greateſt attention) before we be con- 


: rained bu--God's irrevocable ſummons to 


_ embark in it for good 
of -t . rer N y ekt) ar 61. 
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Tura Ds den Hie meanings in — 


Hebrew: word, Gibon. It ſignifies per 


8 ſtream 


Judgment. How truly is 
it is, we find in the e 


of. days fook bis eat 
un impetuous flo 


bim. Now wh 
flood derive its Source but from the indig- 


nant 


tinn—-e And: the name 


our; band it fignifies a- Auge Ain both cheſs. 
ſenſes belong to the ſtream of mant final 


| chapter of D. 
_ niel; where the prophet ſays: —— 7 b+beld" 
till the: thrones were placed, and the Antient- + 
— And" bibold'a - 

| came-forth from before 
e could this !impetuons® 


ö 


6—— that inſulted eſty 
Which has long ſince chreatened | 
wicked with its N 7 4 
ire (fays the Lord) is tindkd in my.\ ang; 
and I will pour-forth ny wrath upon them like 
maten. Such, my friends, is the ſecond of 
the four i important heads, on which our eter- 


nal deſtiny depends: And the ner ofa | 
ſecond river (lays Mo, ſes) i zs Gran, that is 


dien ſpeaking) JupomenT. 
From. the river death to the river ade 


nent the diſtance is fo very little, that the 


tranſition is momentary. In à moment. in 
the. twinkling of: an eye, the former diſem- 
bogues into the larter. Both have This in 
common, that all men muſt embark in 


them ſooner. or later; none can embark in 


them more than once, nor draw back 
once they are embarked. Both too are 


alike in This, that each has its twofold 


current: one to lead the righteous to endleſs 
Joys z the other to drive the wicked to un- 

ending miſery. There is however ſome 
difference between them, and it is, that 
death is a myſterious aſſemblage of the 
waters of contradiction: whereas the Fudg- 
ment which follows it is a myſtical collection 
of the figurative waters of Reſtitution. 


Ir was prefigured in the holy but bitter 
mentioned in the hh 


waters of jealouſy” 
chapter of the book of Numbers. Such 


"mn * thoſe waters, ihat, when 
given 
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VVL 
given ta drink to a married weman fuſpect- 
e of cohjugal infidelity; they became ther 
If inndeent an immediate Bleffing, a ſburee 
Of fruitfulneſs, and an ample juſtifiration of 
Her wrenged virtue. But if ſhe was gullty; 
they became a malediction within her, and 
burſting her aſunder revenged the "violated 
honour of her injured huſpand. Thus in 
like manner, but with a more tremendous 
rigour, the flood of Judgment will decide 
between the jealous God of hoſts and his 
faithful or unfaichful ſpouſes, the ſouls of 
men; hen Theſe ſhall be made to drink of 
its bitter waters. For, bitter as they are by 
nature, they will prove a vety bleſſing to 
the Upright and credit their fidelity by cauſ- 
ing Them to abound with the precious fruits 
of endleſs bliſs. Whereas the Wicked will 
find them a bitter draught indeed, which 
- ſhall burſt Them aſunder with rage and de- 
ſpair. Once more I repeat then and ſhall 
fully demonſtrate in the courſe of my two 
next diſcourſes, that the, final Judgment of 
ſinners is a tremendous flood of refitution. 
For it will reſtore to the Good the peace 
and good name which the wicked are wont 
to tob them of in this wotld : —It will re- 
ſtore to the wicked themſelves the juſt fear 
they have loft of their offended God ; — 
And it will reſtore to God's Juſtice the re- 
putation, which his long ſufferance has leſ- 
fenced in the eſteem of the Unrighteous. 
1 80 


on 
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On God, our judge and Saviour ! ſpite 
P ol all our paſt ingratitude, vouehſafe to 


be our Saviour ſtill; ant fo refreſni from 
ane to time our filial fear of thee with 
vering grace, that wiſely prepared, 
a life of ſteady penance, Gel embark 
:ing bebe the rapid flood of final reſtitution, 


BY its bitter waters may become a ſtream of 


a 2 to us, and fit us for confidently 


be nene thee in the e of Jadge 


1 * TH En, 5 EW e hs fam | 
of God's final Judgment, bitter as its waters 


are, ' ſhall ſweeten in the end all the preſent 
ſufferings of his faithful ſervants; by res 
ſtoring to them that peace and honour, 


which the malice of evil-minded men robs 
them of in this life? Ves, it ſhall fo. For 


it will be as a purifying hyſſop, to cleanſe 


them from every foreign filth thrown at 


them: It will ſhew them in all their native 
candour, and re- inſtate them in the full poſ- 


ſeſſion of their every native right, thus 
verifying the words of the pſalmiſt: Uno 


thee, oh Lord, belongeth mercy; becituſe thou 


wilt . 7 wy man VOTE ts * 


works. 


teous would want the courage and 
— to bear- up under the unweildy 
weight of injurious inſults, which their 


faireſt virtues are . apt to draw upon 
0 _ them 


Bur for this ee bertainty the | 


— 2 — 
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54 Da. 
happens, that the very deeds on which they 
-reaſonably build their ſolideſt hopes of ſal- 
vation, are by the malice of the wicked per- 
verted into arguments of capital reproach, 


and with a kind of infernal magic are ne- 


tamorphoſed into matter, wherewith to de- 
fame and oppreſs them. In ſhort," if truth 
be not leſs truth for being dreſſed in meta- 
phor; we may truly ſay, that the malignity 


of evil-minded men with regard to the up- 


right of heart, is a kind of rod of enchant- 
ment of a far more miſchievous nature than 
all the pretended magic wands of witches 


and ſorcerers. Bad men ſeldom practiſe 
even virtuous deeds but from ſome vicious 
motive or other: And therefore are they ſo 
ready to rate the moſt laudable actions of 
others by the reprobate propenſity of their 
own corrupt hearts. On this principle 
therefore they dare to imitate the ſooth- 
ſayers of Egypt by mimicking the very mi- 


racles of a Moſes ; and may often be ſaid to 


out-do them with too fatal ſucceſs. Inſo- 
much that what pagan ſuperſtition hereto- 


fore dreamed about ſorcerers bringing the 


moon to the earth, we without dreaming 
may aſſert to have been exceeded by the 


wicked in the very Perſon of Chriſt our 
heavenly maſter. For oh my divine Re- 
deemer ! Thou ſovereign Luminary of all 


perfection! to what an abject ſtate of humi- 
1 e liation 
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Ou" JupomenT, - 
ation did not human malice drag-down 
thee thyſelf? Ah Goodneſs ineffable! Tt 
| lowered thee indeed. Not from thy heaven 
tos the earth: For in That thy W Was 
before hand With it, by ſtooping thyſelf the | 
firſt. But alas! from the ſtate of ſovereign 
honour, to which thy marvellous life and 
doctrines entitled te; the malignity of hy- 
crites debaſed thee to the i pia 
of infamy and ſcandal in the opinion of 
the giddy unrefleting world; and made 
thee, as thy prophet had foretold; the re- 

proach of men and the ſcandal of the populace. 
2 fact, ſays the Evangeliſt, ſpeaking Ne our 
injured Lord, there was great murmuring 
in the multitude about him. For ſome ſaid, 
he us god: And others ſaid not; but he ſe— 
duceth the people. One time he was decried” 
for an impoſtor; another time for 2 7vol*of* 
Satan: Here he is abuſed as a /abbath-break-- 
er; there as a companion of profi gates: Now 
he is treated as an zdeof, and then as one poſe 
/eft of a demon, and in the name of Beclae- 
bub the prince of devils caſting out devils." In 
ſhort (as Jſaiab foretold and St. Mart and 
St. Liuke bear witneſs) be was reckoned among 
 profligates. | Nor was there ſcarce a hateful 
ſhape to which the hypocritical” magic of 
evil minded men did not transform that ſa- 
cred Pattern of all . in the Concet « of 


ths Sabie a. 8 
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Firſt Diſcaunſe 
Wurz then is the wonder, revered 
Chriſtians, that the very beſt Actions of his 
faithful, but leſs perfect, ſervantsſhould meet 
with a ſimilar, treatment? or that in an age 
ſo very vicious as the preſent, the maligni- 
ty of the wicked ſhould, to the prejutlice 
eſſion of the righteous, revive in a 

moral ſenſe the favage cruelties practiſed in 
a literal one during the barbarian times of a 
Nero; when for public diverſion. the ſer- 
vants of God were y ney — inthe, ſkins of 
dead beaſts, to-betorneto pieces by live ones? 
In reality what numbers of perſons of the 
| virtue and merit are not now-0'days. 
by way of ſport moſt cruelly disfigured, 
rent and worried in their credit, peace and 
property by the brutal tongues and minds 
and —— and bands of the malicious? 
But ah! the time will come (as David ſays) 
when the Lord ſhall be ſcen dbing Judgments. 
—A time, when the injured: ſhall- be right- 
ed and the injurer be treated — to 
the petverſity of his heart: A time, when 
(eternal praiſe to thee, O Lord i) thou wilt 
convince all men, that to thee belongeth mer - 
cy; becauſe thou wilt then reſtore. to every one 
according to his works. Go then, oh wretch- 
ed violators of all divine and human laws ! 
and glory in your iniquity fot à While. 
Go, inhuman defamers of anbinden 
virgin and untainted matron! barhatous 


* of the helpleſs orphan and af- 
a\ flicted 


* 0 TW. 


— of ſpirit, ſhall wring you 


Ou Jubontn®. 57 
flicted widow |} heartleſs oppreſſors of the 
upright poor ! go riot in your miſchiefs 


while on earth. Think, hatch, and do 


and ſay and ſpread all that is naught againſt 


them. But know withal, that, to their 


comfort and your deſolation, the day will 
come, when you will think and ſay and 
wiſh to have ated otherwiſe: a day, when, 


drenched in the river fudgment with the bit 


ter waters of reſtitution, you will be forced to 
reſtore to them the property, the peace, the 


honour, you now dare to rob them of: 


a day, when all the weight of your i iniqui- 


ties to others will fall- back on your own” 


convicted heads. For then, as the prophet” 
has foretold you, Therighteous will land with 
undaunted fortitude before you their igſultorr, 


who robbed them of their labours: While you 
yourſehves, repenting and groanin WA through” 


weep and ſay: Al! who would have thought 
it? Theſe are They, whom-we formerly held in 
derifion". and as a parable of reproach: Fools 


that we were'! we accounted their liſe mad- 
neſt and their end to be without hanour. ' But 
behold!' how are they reckoned ambng the cbil. 
| dren of God, and how'their lol is among the 
Hints! Oh the painful . for un- 


molified ſinners to make! Th 
COURAGE mean time, oh githful r 


e k God! ftand faſt, I conjure you, 


in the D of er virtue. Suffer nei- 


ther 
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38 Firſt Diſcourſe. 
ther the ſmiles, nor the frowns ; neither 
the praiſes, nor the reproaches of a wick 
ed world; neither life, nor death, nor any 
created conſideration to wean you from 
the love of your Redeemer eus. Make 
it your invariable rule of life. never to 
do what you know to be wrong and diſj- 
pleaſing to God, though the whole world 
were diſpoſed to approve and reward you 
for it; — nor ever to ſwerve from what yon 
know / to be right and pleaſing in his ſight, 
though all human nature, were to hate, 
deſpiſe and perſecute you for it. Shun evil 
with a watchful eye, and ſteadily, adhere? = 
to good. Let no mean worldly motives or 8 
reſpects divert you from the cloſe purſuit of 
piety and virtue: But rather doing all you 
do for the pure love of God, deſpiſe the 
world and its applauſe or cenſure. What 
is the world to you? Leave it to its own per- 
verſity; and while, in ſubmiſſion to the will 
of heaven, you are conſtrained to ſtruggle in 
it, ſtudy every one the bleſſed art of bearing 
and forbearing. Forbear from its contamina- 
tions; and patiently bearing with its inſults, 0 
ſay to it with the great Veſſel of election. — 
To me it is f little moment, that 1 be judged. 


of you or of, any man's judgment —— be that 


judgeth me is the Lord, who will one day 
bring to' light the hidden things of darkneſs \. 
and will make manifeſt the counſels of hearts. 
And then every man will receive of God the. 


7 te or the blame he hath — Thus, 
oh 


On Jas cater. > 59 
oh righteous ſouls ſtrive- on till you be ſafely 
embatked in the flood of final 1 Jodgmeat, 
-when the bitter waters of that myſtic river, 
ſhall, be a ſanctifying hyſſop to waſh- off 
every dirt thrown at you. Wait I ſap) 
for that happy period: Happy to You, though 
fatal to tbe Sled: Happy to You; becauſe 
it will reſtore to you the 2 peace 
and eſe and honour, which the 1 
teous rob you of in this life: But fatal 
(alas l) to Them; becauſe it will reduce 
them to all that infamy, which is their due; 
and doubly fatal, becauſe it will reſtore to 
them the Fear they have loſt of their of- 
fended Gd. 

CukISTIANS expect me not to e 
to you the bitter pangs, which hardened 
ſinners will be compelled to feel, when 
the fear of their offended God ſhall be re- 
ſtored to them. If tongues and pens guided 
by the Holy Ghoſt are reduced to hint 
their terrors of that period rather in myſte- 
rious exclamations, than in familiar phraſes; 
who ſhall give an adequate idea of the 
dread, which then will ſeize the wicked? 
Such was the inbred apprehenſion of holy 
Job at the bare thought of facing his al- 
mighty Judge, that he would joyfully have 
. choſen for a time even hell itfelf for a re- 
treat from his tremendous aſpe&t.—Oh my 
tetror-ſtriking Judge! (ſays he):what rhough 
4 have not OG full aur _ eye" remain = 


Go Fig Dito: 
—— 050 will grant me, that thou 
tect me in bell, and that thou' bide me 


e till thy fury be paſt; ſo that thou db hut 


nt me a time, in which thou remember 
me, to withdraw me from thence. ' And 
can the wicked hear thus much without 
trembling for themſelves ?/ For ch! what 
-cauſe of terror muſt not That be to ſinners, 
which can make a temporaty abode in hell 
'defireable even to the innocent! It was 
doubtleſs, - a like reflection, which made 
the valiant Peter alſo cry-out with equal 
trembling :—1f the righteaus man ſhall with 


_ difficulty be Javed ; ab] what ſhall become of 
| the Unrighteous ? Yet were theſe Two of 


of the choiceſt of God's favorites. Tf then 
theſe angels in the fleſh could feel ſo much 
dread at the remembrance of God's final 
Judgment; how much greater muſt not the 
errors be of wretches made-up of guilt and 
obſtinacy; when they ſhall be forked to ap- 

ar before him? if ſaints, who loved and 
233 after God, could tremble thus 
to approach him; oh! think how they 
will be compelled to quake and ſhrink be- 


fore him; ho paſs their lives in the prac- : 
| tice of inſulting him! 


| ConsTANTINE the monothellte empe- 
ror, not content. with forcing his brother 


 Theodofins into holy Orders, muſt needs 


like another Cain, dip his hands in his 
blood. He did fo : and like that firſt of 


fra- 
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0. JUDGMENT. 55 
- fratricides too, he inſtantly. inherited with 
_ His es wretched entail of inceſſant re- 
morſes and terrors. In the thickeſt gloom. 
of night his tortured conſcience would often 
preſent to his ſcared imagination the death- 
pale prot of his aſſaſſinated brother ap- 
roaching his bed-ſide; where with a cup 
in hand filled with his reeking blood he 
ſeemed to call upon the guilty wretch in 
theſe reproachful accents:—* riſe, brother, 
« riſe; and drink thy fill of what thou 
# haſt ſo long thirſted after.” At theſe 
fancied ſounds the frighted murderer would 
ſtart with horror from his bed; ſcamper 
this way and that, regardleſs and unknow- 
ing whither; but every where in equal 
anguiſh, ſweatings, tremblings and convul- 
five agitations : The hours of ſoft repoſe for 
others, to him were juſt ſo many ages of 
_ diſtreſs and agony. He changes apartment, 
changes palace and changes air; but alas 
all is tried in vain : His reſtleſs conſcience, 
the ſcat of all his terrors, haunts him 2 
Where: Every where he finds his hateful, 
hated ſelf: and every where he is ſtill pur- 
ſued by the dread idea of a butchered brother 
holding- out to his frighted fancy the bloody 
cup, with a,—drm#, brother, drink. Stu- 
pendous power of fear when kindled and 
maintained by conſciouſneſsof heinous guilt! 
hut oh Conftantius ! Conſtantius too 
heedleſs of thy W dignity! what 


means 


without a neighbouring foe, or a 


. 8 * 15 
o 


on 
means all this unmanly panic? thefe more 
than womaniſh alarms ! why ſtart thus at a 
ſhadow ? at the ſhadow of a man? of a 
brother ? of a peacefc! churchman ?—Ah 
Chriſtians ! if a very vapour of the brain 
can thus affright a ſoldier and a fovereigh, 


when difarmed by his crimes; what an 


abyſs of terrors muſt not the conſcience be 
of an unconverted finner in the preſence of 
his exaſperated God and Judge! To form 
a tolerable gueſs at the horrors which will 


and muſt attend the Culprit in that perilous 


moment, we need but reflect on thoſe, 
which even on this fide the grave a heinous 
offender is wont to abound with in the very 
boſom of ſafety. Even in this life nothing 
is ſo ingenious, nothing fo ſucceſsful at tor- 
menting the wicked as the wicked com- 
monly are'at tormenting themſelves. In 


the bloom of life, health and vigour; in 


the zenith of grandeur, affluence and power, 

at a - a hurtful 
weapon near them, they need nothing more 
fill their ſouls with racking Areas than 
their own evil conſcience. For that alone 
can bloat a gnat to an elephant; a ſtraw to 


an overſized beam; nay a grain of fand ta 


an enormous mountain. A bad conſcience 


can ſwell the chirpings of a ſparrow to the 


roarings of 2 lion, and form the loudeſt 
thunder out of the moſt delicate muſic, 


„ ae. od. 2 wy a 


Where conſcience accuſes a lamb appears a 
judge; 


% 
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ice; and 


the ſofteſt 


* 


If the magnifying optic of an evil conſcience 
can ſwell — 9 the moſt harm 
| leſs of things into objects of terror to the 
wicked, even in this life; if guilt could 
give ſuch force to thoſe gentle words, 
whether uttered, or but fancied) drin, 
otber drink; and make them ſound in the 
ears of an emperor: more dreadful than the 
loudeſt thunder of the ſkies; judge what 
convulſive dread muſt wring your hearts, 
| 9838 for you the river Judgmn t 
hereafter waft your ſouls in their pre- 
ſent unconverted unprepared condition to 
the tribunal of your offended Maker: that 
aweful bench of Juſtice, where God himſelf 
will be your Judge; where demons will be 
your proſecutors, and hell will be your ex- 
tion. How will not your ſelf-condemn- 
ing ſouls wiſh they could ſhrink to atoms; 
when beholding in the myſtic cup of Chriſt's * 
once wounded body, .the precious blood 
which you ſo often trampled under foot with 
your iniquities, you hear that Lord of love 
(then no more the patient ſaviour, but the 
exaſperated ſovereign) ſay to you every one, 
with ſtern ſerenity: *<* Here, thankleſs- 
_ & Chriſtian ;' glut -thee with the':deadly- 
FE Th 5 7 0 draught 


1 


1 draught dy; __ dg thee of ;i 


Here unnatural brother! drink now: ty - 


7 fill of-condemnation from the fame preci- 
tous myſtic, cup, out of which thou woultlſt 
F< not drink Salvation, while within thy 
«reach. '--Thoughtleſs Creatures! how 

will you has be able to bear the awe of 
Chriſt's majeſtic angry countenance ; when 
(as we i in the Ae of the Apoſtles). an 
Ananias had not the power t ſtand the; 
frown of angry Perer, but fell at his feet; 
and, as if blaſted by the ſeverity of his aſpect, 
expired i in an inſtant? Though after all, this 
mighty, this terror-ſtriking Peter was no- 
thing greater than a poor artleſs and un- 
lettered fiſherman meanly ſubſiſted by m4 
lowly occupation of his net. | 
On that I could but make you compre- 
hend the umeaſurable diſtance there is be- 
tween the ſublimeſt dignity of ameer created . 
Being, and the tremendaus majeſty of that 
God-man, who is to judge theliving and the 
dead! The ſmalleſt ſpeck of dirt bears a 
nearer proportion to «wa whole Creation, 
than does the glory of the higheſt Angel ta 
That of Chriſt. And yet do libertines not 
tremble to offend him? While {tudiouſly 
ſeeking the thickeſt gloom of night, oh - 
ſkreen their evil-deeds from mortal eyes, 
and to elude the dreaded ſight of Parents, 
Friends, nay oftentimes of abſolute Depen- 
* j ſtill do hey venture boldly to lie, to 


: ' ſwear, 


oy Jeb rtv. 5 | 
ſwwe ar, foreſwear, defraud, corrupt, bet 
oppreſs and ruin others and themdelves in - 
rl ſight of their all- weighing Judge? 
Though conſcious that the day will come, 
— one knows how ſoon} when, em 


80 barket] i in the river Judgment, they will be 


caſt before the Throne of God's. impartial 
Juſtipe, with all their filth about them; 1 Si 
to tender a minute account of every idle 
word, nay of every hidden, unprofitablo 
thought; ſtill do they dare to ſully their 
immortal ſouls, with drunkenneſs, impiety, 
uncleanneſſes and many a crime too foul to 
ame Alas ! too certainly they dare do it; 
Too . thay” do it, " withour fear or 


Ip this were notan Evil too notorious to bo 
Gy and too enormous to be exagger- 
ted; I ſhould ſcarcely expect to gain be- 


lief. But I appeal to ſad experience oe he] = 


truth. With what an intrepidity of irre- 
verend minds do not the bulk o mankind, 
in the preſent age, bid open defiance to the 
moſt — laws of God, of church, of ſtate, 
of nations and of nature, without a bluſh, 
without one ſymptom of remorſe or ſhame, 
whereyer temporal puniſhment can be elud- 
ed ? Ho common is it to ſee them paſs the 
day i in the moſt diſſolute indulgence of their 
every lawleſs paſſion, and the, moſt violent 
oppreſſion of all within their power to cruſh 
aa yet to RO * 3 You 

don 
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bours of night. which are not taken- up 
with iniſchief, in the pr 


your quaking fouls will then have juſt cauſe 
to cry-out in the pſalmiſt's words. te 
and Trembling are come upon me, and darkneſs 
has overwhelmed ed. 
- TaxsE (oh beloved Chriſtians !) are no 


Vain Speculations ; but downright Scripture” 


Truths; real- Articles of Faith, or reaſon- 
able inferences from them. Can we never 


theleſs flatter ourſelves, that our manner of 


living is an argument of our faith in theſe 


Truths? Do we at all live like perſons, 


| Who believe in a final Judgment ?. Haye 
we hitherto made any preparation for meet- 
ing it with ſafety. Suppoſe a not impoſſible 
Caſe, namely, that a few inſtants hence, we 
ſhould hear the fatal trumpet ſounding in 
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our bars, ar the ſun eclipſed, and feel the 
earth: quake from its foundations, beneath 
our fett. - Suppoſe. in a word this very day 
thould chance to be the very day of Judg- 
ment: (Aod ſuch it really will be to every 
one who dies this day, whether 7 Praia. or 
otherwiſe.) Are 0 in readineſs to a 
before the N IJIxsus! Alas J. I fear, 
we are not. od. ſurpriſed; us in this 
preſent hour; I 8 that the major part of 
the Chriſtians here aſſembled would: be in- 
clined to call on this very edifice to cover 


them, that they might not -bebold + them 


ſlighted rc rg angry countenance. But 
(thanks to his goodneis and long ſufferance) 
that is not our Caſe as yet: That Day ac 

et is probably not come for us. The 
arg are not darkened: the-earth is ſtills 


And, we have happily ſome leiſure leſt us to 


look forward and guard ourſelves, ago 
thoſe final terrot We have: ſtill 


church and ſacraments and grace to help us; 


towards rendering that udgment a * | 


to us, if we wiſh to have it ſuch. If we bes 

go forthwith ; we ſill have time, notonly to 

 loften, but to remove God's Wrath. And 
the ſureſt way to do ſo, will be to emplay 

from, this inſtant; forward. the leiſure left us 

in works of penance and ſelf;:humiliation! 


1f you judge yourſelves, lays the: Apoſtle; you 


_ will, 220 be, judged, If ſeriouſly trying and 
ſifting every one your own. Conſcience,. ys 
E209) pals 
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Fit Difiurſd. 


„ ; 
| paſs arigorous ſentenceon your ſins, and en- 


deavour equitably. to attone for them on 
this fide the grave 1 If you ſnatch the rod 
4 of the hands of Fe/us, to exocute juſtics 
n yourſelves in this liſe ; he will not de- 
5 whe it back out of yours, to reel ven- 
geance on you in the next. K. . 
Bx prudent therefbre, my Cards; and 
hoard the us leiſure diercifolly grant - 
ed you, towards eſcaping — — of 
God's final Judgment. To-day, if you bear 
the Voite of the Lord, harden not your hearts. 
Rather let the ſweetneſs of his gracious in- 
vitations melt you to a ſpeedy com pliance. 
Yes ro. day before to-morrow ; without wait- 
ing till it better ſuit your temporal conve · 
nience; without waiting for another diſ- 
courſe on the preſent ſubject; in a word 
without one vi! ae 8 — * the cloſe 
of This, retire ſtrait every one to your cloſet, 
retire into yourſelves. There carneſtly ſet 
about the great buſineſs of preparing to em- 
bark with ſafety in the tremendous flood of 
Judgment, that its bitter waters may be 
converted to a' fertile ſource of Bleſſings 
within you, and credit the fidelity, if not 
of your innocence, at leaſt-of your repent- 
ance. Examine ſeriouſly your Conſciences: 
Endeavour -affiduouſly to rectify whatever 
vou find amiſs in your paſt Conduct: And 
for the future make it your conſtant fa- 
vourite ſtudy, by a daily . 
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On JoDGMENT 69 
God's aweful juſtice to improve your filial 
Fear of him: That that fountain of life thus 
improved with conſtant freſh recraits of 
grace may water and enrich the ſpiritual 
paradiſe of your hearts, with every chri- 
ſtian virtue ; till, centering all your affec- 
tions in the Abyſs of the Almighty's un⸗ 
created love, He ſhall fo repleniſh you with 
his divine fpirit, that, as our Saviour has 
promiſed, whole Rivers of the Water of 
eternal life ſhall flow out of your Bowels : 
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A river iſſued-out of the place of plea- 
ſure, to water paradiſe ; which thence 
is divided into four Heads And the 
name of the ſecond is GIHox. 
Gen. ch. 11. ver. 10. 13. 


O U muſt doubtleſs remember, my 


you, that as the hebrew word GIHON both 
ſignifies impetuous and ſignifies a-breaft, it 
is ſtrictly applicable to man's final Judg- 
ment; that impetuous, myſtic flood of bitter- 
neſs, which, fallying from the indignant 
Breaſt of an exaſperated God, will at length 
retaliate on unrepenting ſinners all their abuſe 
of his long forbearance. This then (oh 


Chriſtians) is the ſecond of thoſe four im- 


portant myſtic rivers, to which the ſingle 
ſtream of a holy filial Fear of God directs 
us ; that we may there-with water the ſpiri- 


tual Paradiſe of our hearts: This the ſecond 
. of 


SECOND D1 SCOURSE upon JUDGMENT. 


beloved Friends, what I ſo lately told 


hu = ld GS Good . 
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Second Diſcourſe, &c. on 
of thoſe four mighty heads, on which our 
eternal fate depends, and which therefore 
it behoves us all to ſound and fathom in 
good time: This, in a word, is the tre- 
mendous Gibon, the impetuous flood, the 
myſtic collection of bitter waters of reſſi- 
tution, Lnge (as I told you in my laſt 
diſcourſe) in the ſacred bitter waters of the 
law of jealouſy: Waters appointed to de- 
cide between the jealous God of hoſts and 
his beloved ſpouſes, the ſouls of men; by 
_. crediting and rewarding the virtue and fide- 
lity of the Good, and confounding and 

chaſtiſing the faithleſs conduct of the Bad. 
For, as I undertook to ſhew you, that final 
Judgment will be indeed a flood of three- 
fold reſtitution; by reſtoring to the Good 
that peace and honour, which they are often 
robbed of in this world; by reſtoring to 
finners. the juſt fear they are ſo very apt to 
loſe of their offended God; and by reſtor- 
ing to the Almighty. Juſtice, that due e- 
ſteem, which his long- ſufferance too fre- 
quently and too generally leſſens in the 
minds of the unrighteous. s. 
How ſweet the fir of theſe three kinds 
of reſtitution will prove to the Righteous; 
and how extremely bitter to the Wicked, 1 
have already ſhewn you in my laſt diſcourſe 3 
and therein jointly given you ſome idea of 
the additional diſtreſs, which muſt attend on 
Theſe, by the fears they have loſt of 
. ee „ en eee 
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| their offended God being given- -back to 

them. To finiſh therefore 3 very weighty 
ſubject, I ſhall now procted to give you 
ſome farther arguments of that Diſtreſs; 
and withal ſhall endeavour to make you 
ſenſible. of the unmeaſurable woe, which 
will compleat the ſtubborn ſinner's ruin, by 
reſtoring to God's Juſtice that true eſteem, 
which his Long-ſufterance has leſſened, nay 
reg e gr the _—— of m_ 
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Mapei (oh W 88 our r futurs 
Judge, but preſent Saviout i) impart thy 
efficacious grace to me and all this audi- 
_ - ence, to profit by the ſaving Truths thou 
biddeſt me now unfold. - Give to my 
#1 . — the power of perſuaſion neceſſary 
to allure — thee the hearts of all here 
70 preſent: : Beſtow on tliem the gift of 
15 chriſtian wiſdom: And grant us all ſo to 
improve henceforth our filial fear of thee 
ib this life, that we may re ee 
all. terrors in the next. 


; Ir ſuch ie of. God's as 2 4 Job Sr a 
1 Saint Peter were ſcarcely able io ſupport 
the fears they were ſeized with at the bare 
© apprehenſion' of God's judgment, While 
cFonſidered as remote; how Hall his ene- 
mies bear- u up amidſt their terrors, wheh' 
that judgment ſhall be preſent ? If ſaints, 
ha loved and longed to be with God, have 
trembled, 


.:. 
; 


- 


trembled, As. we. find they did, at the ſimple 


| thought, of his dine approach+y. how will 
not dis awful actual appearance force 


thoſe profligates to ſhudder, who have 
hated and infulted him ! In a word, Chri- 


ſtians: if the conſcience of the wicked. be 


an abyſs of perpetual terrors to them even 
in this life, as we haye ſeen in the perſon 
of the wicked emperor Canſtantius; and as 
we may ſee in the innumerable examples of 
the like nature, which every age and coun- 
try affords us; oh! judge what and how 
dreadful a conſternation their conſuiences 
mult throw them into in the world to come, 
when compelled to appear and ſtand an im- 
partial trial before their injured God ! 

On daring libertine! (if ſuch à one be 
. ſhouldeſt thou, which gracious 
heavet forbid, carry thy raſh preſumption 
to the laſt extreme of life; thou wilt find, 
thyſelf moſt ſadly undeceiyed, when paſt the 
fatal boundary of death. For then (alas!) 
an other-gueſt horror. will ſeize thy trem- 


bling ſpirit, than That which ſhook the 


5 7 knees of frighted Bel/hazzar. Yes: 


thy ſelf-conyidted foul will ſhake and ſhrink 
to all the impotence of guilty conſternation 
at that perplexing period; when, hurried 


- 


away by legions of infernal ſpirits from thy, 


* 


 death-bed to. the Judgmeni-ſeat of Igus. 
thou beholdeſt that: Lord of majeſty (once 
ſo meek, fo lowly, ſo deſpiſed) fitting all- 


glorious, ſevere and terrible in his reſplen- 
dent throne of Juſtice, to judge and ſentence 
5 thee; 
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74 Sees Di eus. 
thee; ſurrounded,” as he then will be, by 
his beloved Apoſtles ranged on the ſcats of 
ſplendour promiſed them; thenceforth no 
more thy leaders and. inſtructors, but the 
equitable Jur' to convict thee : Then and 
there thou "ſhalt behold ' thrown-open. to 
thy view the gates of heaven; not to thy 
joy, but to thy encreaſe of anguiſh ; not to 
admit thee in, but barely to ſhew thee. the 
bliſe, thou haſt forfeited forever. There 
thoſe of thy departed friends and kindred, 
whoſe rende lives thy wicked deeds diſ- 
graced, will ſcorn thy former friendſhip 
and alliance and be the firſt to call for en 
geance on thee. There alſo wilt thou ſee 
laid gaping- wide below thee, that hell 
which yawns to ſwallow thee ; and whence 
thou wilt be ſtunned with the deſperate - 
cries of parents, children, conſort, br ac- 
quaintance ; 1155 of all theſe names at 
once, demanding juſtice, calling for puniſh-_ 
ment of thoſe crimes, by which thou didſt 
promote their reprobation. On one ſide 
thou wilt behold with diſmay the heavenly | 
Hoſt caſting exaſperated | looks upon thee, 
and hear them unanimouſly applaud the 
equitable ſentence of condemnation pro- 
nounced 1 77555 thee: and on the other thou 
wilt ſee a hideous tribe of demons puking- 


forth their furious malicious charge againſt 
thee: While thou thy ſelf wilt ſtand amazed 
and {pecchipls ; 3 . without one advocate to 


e 


ad 8 On Jubi. 9. F 
plead thy canals; without one witneſs in 
thy favour; ihout one plea to alledge in 
arreſt of judgment: Thyſelf thy harſheſt 
_ proſecutor ; thy injured proſtituted conſci- 
ence thy worſt accuſer; and thy own hard- 
ened Will thy heavieſt condemnation. Ah! 
how will not then all the juſt fears of thy 
offended God, which now thou ſeemeſt to 
have loſt, be copiouſly reſtored to:thee! how 
warmly then wilt thou not call and wiſh, 
and wiſh and call again pon the hills to 
cover thee, and on the mountains to fall upon 
thee | — But! — then (alas !) there will be 
no more either hills or mountains to afford 

thee ſhelter. For then thou Thyſelf, naked, 
and ſtript of all that is corporeal, wilt be 
far out of the reach of every other matter 
than that of anguiſh. | 
Ir is not long, revered Chriſtians, ſince 
this vaſt Capital and nation were ſtruck on 
a ſudden with a juſt and general terror, on 
barely receiving an imperfect account of the 
fatal cataſtrophe at Liſbon. And what hu- 
man breaſt could be ſo hardened, as to be 
able to hear without trembling the dreadful 
tidings of the ſudden ruin of one of the 
oldeſt, richeſt, faireſt, fineſt,' nobleſt, cities. 
throughout chriſtendom ſinittenby the anni- 
Hilating hand of God? Who but muſt quake 
to conſider ſuch an inſtantaneous overthrow 
of houſes, temples, beaſts and men by 
thouſands ? the earth ſhaken from its foun- 
dations ? 


| carcaſes of friends and kindred, in ſearc 
| ſafety from the innumerable, ponderous, 


16 © \ Send Diſcbunso. 
dations? the winds let looſe, and with re« 


lentleſs fury bearing before them all things 


in i Ways both living and inanimate? 
thick of ver, ſulphur darted 
throug h the ſkies, to ſpread deſtruction 
wer 53 earth and air could not? And the 
unbridled waters (where earth and air and 
fire ſeemed to ſpare) burſting their bounda- 
ries, to compleat the ravage ? — Horrible 
ſpectacle to ſee, to hear, or even to reflect 
on ! the elements at mutual war! and in 
the midſt of them, on one hand, thou- 
fands of human Individuals deſtroyed in a 
few minutes! many of whom (as you per- 
haps now are) were ſcarce an hour before 
forming deep ſchemes and mighty projects, 
(for half an age to come) of buſineſs, plea- 
ſure, bargains, contracts, weddings, feaſts 


and entertainments! and on the other 
hand, vaſt numbers of their frighted, liſt- 


leſs, helplefs Survivors wildly ſcampering 
this way and thar over the very mangled 
of. | 


rattling. deathful miſchiefs falling thick a- 
round them ! {till every where met and me- 
naced by freſh ſucceeding horrors of equal 
1 and every where reduced to the ſo- 

itary ſolace of weeping, ſhuddering, ſhriek- 
ing, and wringing their wretched hands; 


ull Na of their r en. exiſtence they 
called 
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ed upon on th Sale to cover them, and on | 
7 mountains to, fall upon them,  _ | 
Sven, very lately (fo lately that the 
youngeſt here muſt remember it) was the 
Ls ſituation of our friends and neigh- 
bours the Portugueſe. And it was an im- 
account of their diſtreſs, that cauſed _ 
the general alarm among us, which it is 
hardl poſlible for the fraileſt memory ever 
to forget. Think then, oh. Chriſtians, ifa a 
bare imperſect recital of thoſe diſtant evils | 
could ſtrike with ſo great and univerſal ter- 
ror, as we know it did, this almoſt heaven- 2 
defying city; how much greater muſt not 4 
the terrors be of an unrepenting finner, 
when hurried from this, ne into another, a 
and there conſtrained to ſtand in the awe- q 
ful preſence of his almighty. hy e be | 
For, what errors, can a few jarring ele- 
ments have in them, * oh may compare, 
with the dreadful circumſtances of a "wt ot : 
angry court of heaven, darting. « 3, a cone 
victed criminal from millions of radiant. 
eyes ingeſſant beams of blaſting 1 75 0 | 
tion? — of an all- powerful and all-ju uſt 
Judge, launcing from his reſplendent throne f 
the weight of all his vengeance on the cul-" 
prir 8 head ? and of a whole hell beneath 
im prepared to execute the Judge's 8 us, 4 
ble ſentence? Go then; and, when you 
have well conſidered this, doubt (if you can) 

; that he n fear of God, which now the 
* | ſtubborn. 


2 8 
r 
r 
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ſtubborn ſinner baniſhes from his thoughts, 
will be abundantly reſtored to him at that 
diſtreſsful junctute:— A juncture wherein 
the only dilemma will be, Which he has 
the greateſt cauſe to fear, — the heaven, 


that denies hirn entrance, — or the hell, 


that 3 18 gaping to receive him. 
DrARLN 
ſhould this (which thou, oh loving Fe/us, 


graciouſly avert!) ever be the wretched caſe 


_ with. any of us; how ſhall we act? Shall 


we, as in earthly calamities, try to appeaſe 
our angry Lord with the Public: acknow- 
Ne fre RA of our miſdeeds? ah! what can 
our acknowledgements avail, when too late 


for reformation and atonement ? And yet 
it is certain, that, however little they will 


then avail, the ſinner will be forced to the 
confufion of making them. For, as the 
Lord aſſures us, in the end 9 "a man zs the d. 
pite of all his pre- 
ſent obſtinacy in fin; ſpite of all his p reſent 
induſtry, art and care to hide them, the 
ſinner in the end will be compelled to a full 
diſcovery of his works, however till then 


covery of his works. Yes : 


profoundly concealed. Ves: then he him- 


ſelf will be forced to cry: — My God! 
I confeſs, I have moſt grievouſly ſinned 
c againſt 8 and my crimes, encteaſing 

rom cbilldhoed- to my death, have 


on Lat all meafure, weiz ht and num<- 


% ber. I have left no evi unpractiſed, 5 
60 which I had any temptation to commit: 


I have 


beloved fellow-finners then! 


ED on oo I YO or oe —·¹ w 


10 Oy or checks: I have been wicked 
« 'by day without ſhame, by. 


correction; after numberleſß graces, gifts 
* and benefits received; nay.. often in.the 
very act of receiving them: I have 
« not only done evil myſelf, but cauſed 
&© others to do it; and thus made myſelf 
« the wicked chief of a wicked train of 
* accomplices : All this I have done too 
« with perverſity, becauſe I. did it with 
full knowledge, deliberation, and obſti- 
% nacy. In ſhort, I have moſt heinouſly 
« ſinned : What can I ſay more?” — 
hapleſs wretch ! *. thou can ſt ay. will 
then avail thee nothing. Thy 4 
Judge will need no cn of thine to 
convict thee... For then ay thy crimes, the 
moſt, concealed _ (even Hate which were 
wick ſo much caution wrapt-up 7 thee in 
the darkeſt ſhades of night, and 2 
truſted to the breaſt of an accomplice but 
with ſolemn ties of the bittereft oaths and 
imprecations) will/be all; expoſed in open 
day to the naked eye of God, of ſaints, of 
angels, of reprobates and devils... They al 


be manifeſted. 4% all fleſb, 1955 tos ſurfeit Y 5 


the fight, ſays the Lord by the mouth of 

his prophet, Haiab. Can you then (oh li- 
bertanes 0 be copſcious of thus. much; and 
| 2 yet 
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16 «1 have made no diſtinction of ;perſans, 
places, or times; and paid no xegard. to 


Ny ht without | 
“6 fear; in times of toleration, . in times of 
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Fo Sword Dieſe 
ret perſiſt in your finful courſes? — and yet 


ſuffer another dangerous night to paſs, be- 


fore you return to God in a fincere conver- 
fion ? — and yet, T /zy, put-off to the un- 
certain miortow that neceſſary work of re- 
pentance and reformation, for which one 
other day may be too late? Alas! if you 
negle the leiſure granted you of this pre- 
fent day; the morrow may not poſſibly be 


- yours, Perhaps this very day; perhaps in 
one ſhort hour, without the previous notice 
of one ſingle minute, you may be ſummon- 

ed to embark in the tremendous flood of 
final Judgment and Reſtitution, that myſtic 


river, hoſe bitter waters, if they overtake 
ydu ere you are prepared by previous re- 


ewe will give you back (but then too 
late) your long loſt fear of your offended 

F. i 07; rf IRC LEgS 
So likewife then they will reſtore to 


hk 


God's unblemiſhed Juſtice, that juſt eſteem, 


which it has almoſt loſt among the wicked. 


In fact, oh God of vengeance l in what fe- 
pute is thy Juſtice held by the bulk of mot- 
tals in the preſent age? What though thy 
prophet tells us, that thou art indeed / 70 
anger, but terrible in thy wrath ? Neverthe- 
leſs, where is the puny, petty magiſtrate of 
the earth, that, with his paultry, paper-jail, 


more obeyed, than Thou in general art, with 


all thy threats and hell? But ah my patient 


equi- 


egalrsble Lerdl t e time ine when 
the aſtoniſfred world will be compelled to 
do juſtice to thy injured Equity. Yes, Chri- 
ſtians: che day will come, when, as the pr 
phet ſays, the Lord 161 be en an | te, 
 extrthig bir fügen 
Ter me not, that che Aug | 
already fully difplayed the rigour of chem 
in 3 fevathey with Which he has 


0 often publicly chaſtiſed the Wicked. It 


is a groſs illuſion, as we are fore warned in the 
book of holy Fob. For, now (that's, in this 
world) be Taue exerts not all hir wrath, nor 
 chaftiſes wickedneſs ro the"extreme of our. 
It is true, that God's anger ſornetitnes pu- 
niſhes the dating wicked even on this fide 
death, wich fome appearance” of ſeverity. 
But till the lenity, with which his earthly 
Scourges are tempered, is fuch, that the very 
harſheſt of his temp rary puniſhments may 
rather be ſaid to light upon the ſinner, like 
the gentle ſtillings of a ſummer dew, in 


ſlowiy meaſured drops, than to pour on 


Him, like a winter ſtorm, in thick oppreſ- 
five'rain. It is only beyond the grave that 
the divine indignation (being ſwelled "by 
man's perverſity into conſummate wrath) 
breaks all the boundaries of clemency And, 
like a burſting cataract, ſhowers-down on 


_ the unrepenting firther” 3 head the Se of 
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82 a Diſcourſes ” 
Bur, „ is not this, you will ſay, a glare 
« ing contradiction of ex perience.? Did not 


| 4 God in his wrath overthrow a ſinful Ba- 


« bylon? a Tyre? a Sidon, and many wick- 
« edcities more? Did he not lay waſte his 
“ favourite eruſalem ? And has he not de- 


« ſtroyed whole nations with earthquakes, - 


* inundations, famine, ſword and peſti- 


« lence?” Yes: all this is true: and yet it 
is alſo true, that in ſo doing he puniſhed 
not wickedneſs. to the extreme of rigour.. — 


« What, you will reply! did he not de- 
« ſtroy, with ſudden fire from heaven, a 
« Sodom and Gomorrah ?.” Too certainly 

he did ſo. And ſo (alas, I fear! he may one 
day deſtroy poor London and it's ſiſter- ſin- 
ners; unleſs (as cautious Holland did ſome 


few years ſince) this not leſs prudent and 


diſcerning Nation reſolve in time to prevent 
the threatening miſchief, by mercifully and 
ſpeedily applying fire and ſteel, to extirpate, 
(root and branch) a horrid, foul, revolting, 
crying crime; which hell (as if too deli- 
cate to bear it) ſeems to have caſt- forth from 
its unclean bowels, and latterly diſgorged 
upon this chriſtian Iſland. And ſhould the 


Sovereign Source of purity, the almighty 


abhorrer of all uncleanneſs, be fo far in- 
cenſed againſt the cruelty of our tender 
mercies to Ck nameleſs guilt and the un- 


2 manſters its perpetrators, as to re- 


at n to purge the land with his 


ethereal | 
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etheread flames; it would till be true, that, 
in ſo doing, Be exerted not all bit wrath, nor 
puniſhed wickedneſs to the extreme 177 gour. 
But again, methinks, you urge — hat 
« will you fay at leaſt to the Beverity, with 
« which the Lord expreſſed his anger againſt 
& finners, by drowning all human nature in 

«one common deluge, eight individuals: 
% only-excepted?” What can I'fay;-but 
ſtill the ſame, that God exerted not ' all bis 
_ worath, nor puniſhed wickedneſs to the in mo 
extreme f rigour. No, no: All this was 
but the ſhadow of chaſtiſement, compared 
with what the wicked merit, and muſt ex- 
pect, if final Judgment overtake tliem un- 
prepared. All this, though par x od Son PY 
offending criminals zigorous Juſtioe, is but 
the lenity and patience of an inſulted God, 
awak ing, rouz ing, galling ſtubborn fin- 
ners to repentante! Thus: far, ſays the 
Lord, I have held my peuces I bave' bern fill; | 
I have reframed : Bus when my band affuom> 
etb udgment, I will reel 2 — on 
enemien.— I will male my 'arrows drunk avith 
their 'bhood; e e their 

* . n ne rep FD 
"Sa hardened'Sinner! what will become 
4 thee then, when thy exaſperated God; 
for the honour of his inſulted Juſtice/ ſhall 
be urged to draw the double- edged ſword 
of his indignation, to ſnhieathe it in thy vitals 


ar 


84 Second, Diſcourſe... 


at once; the one in thy body the other i 
thy ſoul? Wounds ſo (dolorous, | 3 xn 


 rable, that, after. millions of ages, they 


ſhall ſtill be inſupportable as ever; ſtill re- 


cent as new-guſhing blood ; ſtill freſh * 


every, ſmart and bid defiance; to every r 


k then to yourſelves, that you be..not 
hurried- away on a ſudden, with your hearts 
in their preſent diſorderly condition, to 


appear before your awful Judge. While 
you have yet a little * only knows 
how. little) time to look before you; m_ 


( conjure you) with your 

prides, your luſts and malices. jg = yn 
are called to embark in the Arafat 
Judgment, whole bitter waters are. to, try, 
your fidelity to your heavenly ſpouſe 3 break 
with that - perfidious. world, that envious 
ſerpent, |. — that rebellious fleſh, you 


ſwore in baptiſm, to renounce. Elſe, who, 


ſhall protect you from the wrath to come ? 
What plea will you be able to alledge 

your. injured Saviour, God and. fone > 
How will you ſuſtain his preſence and re- 
| proaches in — of your impartial Judge, 
when, ſhaking your guilty ſouls with the 
force of his truth, he may ſay to you every. 
one in turn, as you ſeverally appear before 


him: 
46. UNGRATERUL Creature Dareſt thou 


« to, appear before me in this depraved 


con- 


bet and reſpite ! Ah. thoughtleſs — 1 


On JoDGMENT 85 
FopGuop ? thus foul ? thus monſtrous 2 
thus disfigured with vice and folly ? Not 
thus didſt thou go-forth from my indul- 
gent hand. From me thou fallieg t 
Nuk a clean and noble Being. Not 
with this filth about thee didſt thou de- 
„ part from the baptiſmal font, but fair 
* and ſpotleſs as the pureſt gold. But ah 
« (as my prophet ſays) how is the gold tare 
* mifhed ! how is the fineſt colour changed | 
*© how ſoon didit thou abuſe thy reaſon, to 
« forfeit my grace by thy unnatural revolt? 
« And though I often touched thy heart 
« with inward checks of conſcience, and 
tc ſeaſonahle remorſes ; thou didit as often 
e affect inſenſibility and deafneſs, How 
. often have not my miniſters and preach 


c 
c 


A” K 


La) 


£c 
cc 
5 


A 


* 


* ers grown hoarſe with warning thee in 
« my name, that, when I tale à ſet time, 1 


* will judge and do juſtice? and ſtill didſt thou 
« perſiſt in ſinning- on, and laughing at thy 


« fin.) But now the turn is mine. Now £ 
&« myſelf will laugh at thy dgſiructian 3 and 


1 ſudden calamity alleth upon thee, and de- 
* ſtruction avertaketh thee hike @ ubirlwind. 
«© Now that thou art embarked in the my- 
« ſtic riyer of final Judgment, in the flood, 
« of Reſtitution, here thou muſt drink. 


the bitter waters of my jealouly ; the 


* time is come for thee to reſtore to my 
« Ele& the plenty, peace and credit, 


a which 
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Second e 3 
& which thou didſt rob them of on earth: 
The time is come for reſtoring to thyſelf 


thy long loſt fears of Me, thy offended 


Lord: he time is come for thy reſtoring 
punQually ts Me, thy injured Lover 


Spouſe and God, that honour, which thy 


adulterous heart has fo long robbed me 


of; and for refunding to my Juſtice that 


due eſteem, which it has forfeited here- 


tofore in thy conceit. And now, at this 
time of punRual, unavoidable ResT1- 


TUTION, it is eaſy before me to render to 
every one according to his works. Hither- 
to not all my benefits and gifts and 
graces could win thy ſtubborn heart to 


4 love me, while thou waſt in time: And 


66 
g 
cc 
66 
(c 
40 
«c 
cc 
6 
cc 


now the time for loving me, is loſt, is 
fled from thee, never to be recalled. Go 
then ! henceforth thou wilt not, canſt 
not, ſhalt not love me. Go! hence- 
forth ſo long as I am God (that is for- 


ever) my Juſtice demands, that I hate in 
Thee an incorrigible rebel; that thou ex- 


rience in Me an abuſed irreconcileable 


Divinity,—Go then! depart rom me, 
accurſed, faithleſs ſpouſe, into everlaſting 


ce fire ; never to return from thence but 
« to renew thy fears and ſhame and ruin; 
«© never to return from thence, but at the 


* 


ee Judgment; then to receive the 
laſt completion of thy deathleſs miſery.” 


Or 


F Roo OR Woo MY EET OE OR 8 


On che horrible Reſtitution ! how ter- 


rifying even for the righteous to witneſs 


but ah! how ruinous for unrepenting fin-. 


ners to experience! Such however, my be- 


loved Chriſtians, is the Second of the four, 


tremendous myſtic heads of ſpiritual contem- 
plation to which the ſacred Stream of filial 


Fear of God directs our religious Attention, 


as to the laſt and moſt important Thmgs 


whereon our eternal Lot depends. And 


the Name of this Second River | (ſays my 


Text) is GIHON, that is allegorically ſpeax- 
ing, Man's final Fudgment. 7 a 
De ſame it is (adds Moſes) which encom-. 
paſſeth the whole Land of Ethiopia, For the 
underſtanding of which it is proper to ob- 
ſerve, that the word Ethiopia is interpreted 
a4 burning and a blackneſs ; both which 
meanings nearly relate to our preſent ſub- 
jet. The fi is ſuited to the bleſſed ſtate. 


to which God's righteous Judgment will 


tranſport the Elect: And goth are applica- 


ble to the abandoned plight to which its 
bitter flood will reduce the unrepenting . 


Reprobate. For on one hand, oh ! what. 
pure and ardent flames of exſtatic love and 
gratitude will raviſh the faithful Choir of 
Innocents and the converted flock of timely 


Penitents; when they ſhall find the bitter, 
draught of God's jealous Judgment cog ;. 


within them to a fruitful ſource of endleſs. 


peace and joy !—when they ſhall ſee their 
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8 Second Diſcourſe. 

former injuries and pains, and fears and 
ſhame converted into endleſs ſafety, reſt 
and honour land hear their jealous, but 
loving Spouſe and equitable Judge applaud 
their tried fidelity, and kindly fay to them: 
Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, receive the 
kingdom prepared for you Foe the foundation 
of the world! Come, fait 4, ſervants, friends 
and conforts, enter into the joy of your Lord ! 
But on the other hand, oh ! what a Sach- 
neſt of deſpair and burning rage muſt rack 
the ſouls of the impenitent Wicked; when, 
drenched to a ſurfeit with the Ster draught 
of God's avenging jealouſy, they ſhall be 
forced to 2 to the Righteous that 
peace and reputation, which they robbed 
them of! forced to take- back to them 
ſelyes that Fear of their offended God, 
uvhich they renounced before; and forced 
to make ample reparation of honour to his 
injured juſtice ! baniſhed as they then will 
be from his inheritance, with a—GCGo ye 
accurſed into everlaſting fire ; there to endure 
the endleſs burning of my wrath and the 
eternal blackneſs of thy own deſpair ! 
On heavens ! what tongue can utter, or 
what mind conceive the dreadful ſtate of 
| deathleſs ſouls thus baniſhed forever from 
their God? ** Oh enchanting Beauty! (T 
«© eoretches will be forced to cry, even amidſt 
* their dgſolation) Oh ſource of joys beyond 
* conception great ! muſt we foreyer loſe 
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« the bliſsful fight of thee, and wail that 
« loſs in vain ? ah wretches that we were! 
% why were we not afraid of loſing thee, 
« while. yet our fears would have been of 
* uſe? Oh God! oh Father]! Too long 
« injured Spouſe ! Thrice precious Names 
e by us forever forfeited! Oh ſovereign, 
% only, boundleſs Good of All, but us! 
« All, all, but miſery, is loſt to us, in lo- 
„ ſing thee!” Thus will the unhappy ſouls 
have cauſe to exclaim:— and That with 
unbridled rage: — and That with the ut- 
moſt frenzy of deſpair :=And That with- 
out redreſs ; and without an end, or inter- 
val of reſpite. | 
Dan fellow-ſinners then | is it not 
better to prevent ſo ſad and uſeleſs a regret 
of loſing God, while we have time to ſeek 
him; and are ſure of finding, if we ſeek 
him truly? Be it then henceforward your 
conſtant favorite ſtudy, to ſeek him in good 
earneſt, with a holy 2 fear of loſing bim 3 
and labour to gar Fo from day to day that 
filial fear, by a ſerious recollection of his 
awful Judgments. Remember that He, 
who is now, at once and all in one, your 
fond indulgent Parent, Friend and Spouſe, 
will one day be your righteous Judge; and 
will try, with the bitter waters of his jea- 
louſy, whether or not your fidelity be. 
ſtaunch. And oh! while you have time, 
make ready, Iconjure you, for that fiery trial, 
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frequent fruitful meditations on your four 
laſt things: That, remembering theſe, you 
may fin no more: That remembering theſe, - 
you may wipe-off your paſt offences with 
penitential tears: That remembering theſe, 
you may enrich yourſelves, with thoſe chri- - 


ſtian virtues, which will fit you for ap- 


pearing in his aweful preſence. For, oh 
Lord of majeſty ! If angels themſelves will 
tremble on that day of univerſal Reſtitution; 


how ought not ſinners, ſuch as we are, to 


ſhudder at the thought of appearing before 
thee unprovided with that nuptial garment 
of juſtifying grace, which can alone ſecure . 
us againſt an eternal divorce from thee! Oh 
loving injured Spouſe then] pardon our 
paſt unfaithful conduct, and accept our pre- 
ſent reformation. We are ſorry from the 
bottom of our hearts, that ever we ungrate- 
fully diſpleaſed thee. Reject not our ſorrow 
and purpoſe of amendment; but graciouſly , 
improve and make them laſting as our lives, 
It is true, dear Lord, that our repentance. 
can never be proportioned. to our guilt, 
But, where is thy precious blood? what. 
comes of thy bitter death and paſſion? 
Shall theſe avail us nothing? It cannot be. 
Thy precious heart once wounded for the 
love of us will not permit us to be loſt, 
while we deſire and labour to be ſaved. Oh 
fins of human nature ! how do you make 


me tremble? Oh open arms of Fe/us! how do 
e you 
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you not bid me hopeſl Let then (oh gracious 


Jelus) thoſe open arms remain extended, 
to keep us always mindful of thy future 
Judgment; and make that tremendous flood 


of Reſtitution ſupply our filial fear of 


thee with daily new recruits of vigour: 
That this fountain of life, after watermg 
the ſpiritual paradiſe of our hearts and 
_ enriching it with every chxiſtian virtue, 
may flow - back with all our affections into 
the abyſs of thy unereated love, and make 
us thine for ever: Thus verifying thy .pfal- 
miſt's words, —Blefſed are all who fear the 
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Tord and who walk in his ways. Which, &c. 
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In Two Discoursts on HELL. 
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FIRST DISCOURSE, 


A river iſſued-out of the place of plea» 

ſure, to water paradiſe; which thence is 

divided into four Heads : And the name 
of the third river is HIDDEKEL, 

| Gen. ch. ii. ver. 10. 14. 


IN SIGHT of the pains and joys of a a 


future ſtate, revered Chriſtians, -well 
might the raviſhed pſalmiſt cry-out to God: 
— Depth calls upon depth in the voice of thy 
food-gates. For all the divine diſpenſations 
with regard to man, are ſo many harmo- 
nious depths of infinite wiſdom ; which call 
every one on the reſt, and mutually bear 
witneſs to the awefulneſs of one another. 
No ſooner do we return to God, than he 
lays-open the flood-gates of his love, and 
ſends-forth from that eternal ſource of plea- 
ſure the myſtic ſtream of filial fear of Him, 
to water the f. piritual paradiſe of our con- 
| | verted 
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verted hearts. And no ſooner does the 
bleſſed ſtream flow into them, than it invites 
our reflections to the ultimate limits of our 
temporal exiſtence: from whence dividing 
our apprehenfions and alternately o pie 
them to the frequent ſerious review of the 
four aweful heads of religious contemplation, 
| Death, Judgment, Hell and Heaven, it calls 
on thoſe tremendous heads to bear witneſs 
to the reaſonable neceſſity and juſtneſs of 
our filial Awe of God. Ho faithfully | 
Death and Judgment have anſwered to the .- 
call, and borne witneſs to Truth, I hope, I 1 
have convinced you-in my preceding Obſer- 
vations: And how loudly Hell echoes to 
their concurring evidence, my preſent and 
immediately ſubſequent diſcourſe, will e- 
qually convince you; if you ſuffer your 
thoughts to travel with mine down to the 
margin of that horrible flood: the Third of 
the four immenſe myſtic rivers of Eternity. 
And the name of th third rrver (ſays my 
text) z5s HipDEKEL, that is to ſay (when 
interpreted out of Hebrew into Engiiſb) an 
uncouth Sound And fuch is Hell. | 
Ou Hiddekel! oh Hell! oh truly uncouth 
Sound harſh indeed thou art and dreadful 
to pronounce; and ſtill more terrible for 
mortals to conceive: but oh how much 
more horrible to endure ! I preſume, Chriſ- 
tians, that, after what I have ſaid of Death 
and Fudgment, you are pretty well con- 
„ 1 vinced, 
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vinced, that they are two immenſely hor- 


.Tible floods. But alas! what are all the 
horrors of both put together, if compared 
with thoſe which are. peculiar only to Hell? 
Both thoſe floods indeed are extremely ter- 
rifying; becauſe the Vaters of each are be- 
1 . expreſſion bitter to the wicked. Ah 


how much more terrifying a flood then muſt 
not Hell be; the 27 aters f | which, beſides | 
being unurterably bitter, muſt be icremedia- i 
LPT ᷣ ͤ oo hn bhodt | 


- DeaRLY beloved Chriſtians ! — That 
God, though infinitely lovely in himſelf, 
ſhould nevertheleſs be forced, as it were, 
to ſet-up his heaven to ſale, to purchaſe our 
love; is a manifeſt proof of our deplorable 
blindneſs of heart :—That God, with all 
his heaven, ſtill defrauded of our Affections 
ſhould be incenſed to create a Hell, to Tpur 
us to obey him at leaſt out of fear; is an 
undeniable argument of our amazing ingra- 
titude :—— But, that God, with all his 
heaven and all his Hell, can ſcarcely gain 
the hearts of men either to love him, or to 
fear him; is—what ſhall I call it *'!——oh_ 
perverſity without a parallel ! extravagance 
without a name ! For my own part, I can 
aſcribe ſo abſurd an exceſs (at leaſt in the 
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chriſtian part of human ſpecies) to no other A 
cauſe than to This: that, though they know pls 
and believe, that there is a Hell, they ſel- 4 
dom or never reflect on its miſeries. This #7 


£7 
I £ 


"A Hats „ jc 
I take to be the grand 3 why. Chri l 
tians in general talk ſo very much of Hell, 
and take ſo very little pains to avoid * 
Unthinking Creatures ! therefore. it is In —_— 
fact, that che number is io very. ſmall pf = 


thoſe, who do avoid it. Ah! let none "of 
Us, through a, like Giddineſs, make par 
of the wretched many ; who acquire. the” 
knowled Ee. 'of it at eit on irreparable 
loſs. No: Rather let us endeavour to ac- 
quire th; at knowled 1 it may be of 
uſe. to us, ws eſc that worlt of evils. 17e 
Hull then ket my end in the midft of © our 
days, wich the godly Exzechias. To Hell 
let us ſtoop our Tontemplative ſpirits, and 
_ dwell there awhile with religious attention; 
that, acquainted with its horrors, we may 
return thenge amended. for the reſt of pur 
lives ; and ſo improve our filial fear, of God 
on this ſide the grave, as to leave ourſelves X 
nothing to dread din the glg... 
Deatb then, Chriſtians, as we have Al- 

ready ſeen, is 2 truly dangerous. ſtream; 

| becauſe it is an aſſemblage of the waters"of 
 contradittion.; And Judgment, as we have 
alſo ſeen, is an immenſely dreadful ſtream ; 
becauſe it is. a junction of the Waters of 7" 
Aitution : But Hell, as we now ſhall ſee, 
a far more horrible flood than both; be- 
caufe it is an etern al confluence of the Wa- 
ters of deſolation.. For, as 1 ſhall' make it 
om: to. your. * Hell, Which is deſtined 
; WW 
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. He Wa, 
to be be 1 0 of impenitent finners, i. 
a complicated Abyſs of chtee fold deſolation : 
to exceſs ;—deſolation from infinite miſe- 
ry; ;—deſolation from infinite 55 . 
And MON from infinite iniquity. 


Oy ay 725 vine Redeemer! aft rhe now 


mpre 
1 25 bend that dread 45 . Give to 
m/ = . Word ga. thy effica · 
..cious unction to deſeribe to them that 
Il ;. boundleſs Tea, of ſorrows : That ftren gth- 
ening from thence their filial fear of thee 
Ain this life, thy W e all delolatisd 
138 ner. 
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— ingenious ba human babe 
be, to ſharpen the tortures of the wretch- 
ed; it never can reach to make thoſe tor- 
tures. all at once both tedious and acute to 
excels. Either nature gives way to the ex- 

es of pain, and ſoon ceafes to ſuffer, by 
2 ng to live; or pain is overcome by the 
ſuperior force of nature, and fortitude tri- 
| umphs oyer ſenſation. Fire itſelf, though 
the acuteſt of all known inſtruments of 
earthly ſmart, is ſometimes the kindeſt too; 
deſtroying anguiſh the ſooner, the more 
5 rely it rages. Nay even the, lingering 
! of thoſe flow-fed fires, whoſe ſtar- 
ag rage owes half its power of 2 


Or "Herr. 97 
to the nel 5 of time, how tedious ſoever i e 


uman weakneſs, is in the main 
able to protract its tor 
menting influence beyond the ſlender ſpace 
of a few hours. Forrible indeed it muſt 
have been to behold the Macrabeun Cham 
pions full vf life, with their mangled limbs 


appear to 
bor impotent; ratel 


ſcattered round them, dripping-out their 


half-fried bowels in a red-hot cauldron; 


And yet before the day had well meaſured- 


out one half its courſe, their pains were at 
an end; and the glorious heroes, ſafe at reſt 
in Abrabam' s'peaceful boſom, were feaſting 
on the joyous expectation of that immortal 


Crown, Which now they have poſſeſt for | 


almoſt eighteen Centric. Oh earthly fire 
then! how impotent is all thy force com- 
plot a the eternal flames of Hell! oh 

| what earthly torments can compare 
with thine ? Scourges, ſcorpions, pinchers, 
fleaings, burnings and diſmemberings alive; 


what are they all, but feeble lifeleſs ima- | 


ges of Hell Not theſe, nor all the imple- 
ments of woej which heavebly' vengeance 


has exerted theſe five thouſand yeats and 


upwards, to humble and chaſtiſe the'arro- 


gance of finners, can mount to more than 
gentle preludes'to God's eternal anger. All 


are no more, than (as the pfalmiſt ſays) 4 
way made to the path of God's wrath.” Judge 
| then, G} PR what his wrath irſelf mut 
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ment us all together. They 


hole day) to feel the united pangs of c 


eyes, his ears, his teeth, his bowels, 


pains of this life A Wange hs: 
never tor 
& only one 
by one, or at moſt in but ſmall combina- 
tions; and thoſe only againſt ſome of our 
members at a time, as for; example, our 
eyes, our ears, our ſtomach, limbs, or bow-. 
els, and ſo on. And yet what anguiſh. ſhall 
not a man ſuffer — one ſingle ſevere diſor- 


+ ALL. the 
vetal limits, _ therefore. bo 
a 


der (though in but one of theſe parts) ſo of 


as it rages. to excels, ? what weary days an 


reſtleſs nights ſhall he, not paſs from th 


Ae gulp: of ee 8 | 
How immenſe then muſt not his deſalatian. 
be; were he reduced (but during. M9 


lic, cramp-and gout and ſtone to. Sremity 3 
together with the acuteſt dolours in his 


heart, and every and joint and 
nerve and pore about him? Now more than 
a complication. of all theſe the unrepent- 

ing protligate muſt feel in hell, and That 
— all eternity. For there their Tortures 
will admit of no enereaſe. And that their 
ſufferings may never abate; They and the 
wretched inſtruments of their diſtreſs, will 
be ſalted with re, as Chriſt himſelf aſſures 
us in the ninth of St. Mark, And that o- 
bedient fire, with an efficacy derived from | 
above, will exactly fulfil every word and 


Will of God on . objects of bis 
AK 8 TP 


7 N 3 
3 2 9 5 


——. ͤ 8 
juſt wrath. Does the Lord command it to 


ſcorch like à flame, and yet chill them like 


fleaky ſnow ? it ſhall execute his"avord,”as - 
the prophet ſays. Does he command it to 
torture, but not conſume them ? 1 Pall 


execute his word, and be as a pungent,” but 
17288 | 8 * , 1 1 4 e 8 * "= 
' preſervative ſalt, to embalm them (as it 


were) with undecaying miſery, '' Does he 
bid it fall heavy on them, as hail on the 
opening bud, or as a ſtorm on the ripened 
' harveſt ? like the one and the other, it fh 
execute bis word, with eternal exactneſs. In 
hort for the puniſhment'of the wicked, 
the fire of Hell will be every thing, which 
its omnipotent Creator commands it to be: 
Fire, brimſtone, hail and ice, and the nit 
of florms, That is, in the bitterneſs of its 
effects, it will be all jarring evils in one, 
to torment their every faculty in every man- 
ner at once. The Lord will rain upon the © 
wicked, ſays David, ſnares, fire, brimſlone, 
and a horrible tempeſt : This will be the por- 
Tin of Their cup. So that it will be jointly, 
and yet diſtinctly, a darkneſs to their ſight; 
a loathſome ſtench to their ſmell ; a ſharp, _ 
. wncouth found to their hearing; gall to 
their palate; and an intolerable angui 
to their ſenſe of feeling. It will be equi- 
valent to a racking gout in their nerves, 
to the moſt twinging convulſions in their 
entrails, to an oppreſſive Ache in their 
heads, and to a complication of * 
5 a 


N a 


- 1 


felt in the ſingle puniſhment of fire. 
Bur ſuppoſe for an inſtant, that there 


that which fire is naturally wont to pro- 


think you, Chriſtians? Even in that caſe, 


ever in ſuch a place, and in ſuch a plight ; 
when a paltry whitlow, ere it ripen, ſhall 
by dint. of anguiſh often drive you to the 


not the diſtreſs of ſinners be in that oppreſ- 
fie flood; where, as the pſalmiſt ſays, they 


dil enter like water into their bowels, and 
_ bike oil into their bones. Les: it will en- 
compaſs them about and repleniſh them 


temporaries of Noab were invironed and 
_ drenched with water in the general deluge; 
ſo will the impenitent wicked be with li- 


the flood made the dry land drunk, ſays Eccle- 
icus, /o will the wrath of. the Lord do 10 


dreadful to think on: Yet ſo it is. As 
ſurely as God is eternal Truth, ſo ſurely the 


. obſerves, | in Hell every torment will be 


were no other Torment felt in Hell, than 


. duce ;- and that in the wicked that tormeat 
affect only the tip of a finger. — What 


would it be very comfortable to dwell: for- 
brink of madneſs? Ah! what then muſt 


will pur- on malediftion as a garment, and it 


within; and will ſerve them at once both 
for raiment and food. Even as the co- 


quid fire in that flood of deſolation. As : 
the people, who have not ſerved him. It is 


ER mercileſs flames of Hell, inſatiably feeding 
5 e | on 


0 Herz, © 1061 
on thoſe miſerable Reprobates every where 
within and without them, will forever for- 
ment and not conſume them. And che 
ineffable mercy as well as juſtios of God 
in ſo ordaining, I have long ſinee demon- 
ſtrated on another occaſion, I Oh horrible 
flre then, thus to burn without pity but 
oh incomparably more horrible, this to 
burn without end } Dearly beloved Chrif- 
tians ! ſurely you never think on this: or 
you would not at almoſt every inſtant 
pronounce danmation on one- another; not 
take ſuch daily pains, as tos many of yo 
2 to entail damnation on yourſelves. AH? 
— ty but daily fix ong ſerious thougł o 
it would be impoſſible for the moſt. 
— of you all to reſolve on being wick 
ed. Therefore ſays Erelfiaſtieus to all of 
you: Remember your laſt things and you will © 
way "fn. lt is for want of following this | 
mportant counſel, that the world is now 
1 wicked; and that the wicked are likely ' 
to be fo very wretched. Even now, as in 
Jeremiah s days, therefore it is, that be 
whole earth is filled with deſolation > There- 
fore it is that,Hell is daily alſo filling witl 
ſinners, © and {oh the heart-breaking reffer- 
tie PN og” with Chriſtians 3 beeuuſe 
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there is no one, - that enn feringy fo. 


heart. wn Hi e Crew ke 0 
„ Bur alas wi erhaps 
« Hell be a ** ſo A 4 nth to 
« its wretched inhabitants, why do they 
« not lift-up their Spirits to heaven in 
« ſearch of refreſhment ?” Ah Chriſtians 1 
it would be ſome degree of at leaſt negative. 
happineſs to the damned ; could they amidſt 
their miſery live in a perpetual oblivion of 
that bleſſed manſion. Bitter indeed is their 
eternal confinement to the extremes of 
diſtreſs: but far more bitter is their fatal 
| liberty of lifting-up their thoughts, when 
too late, to the ſeats of unbounded blifs. 
With their limbs in a racking reſtraint; 
they endure indeed an intolerable Hell ; 
but with their minds quite at large, they 
ſuffer a. ſtill more inſupportable paradiſe : 
And what with literal truth has been ſaid of 
the infamous citizens of Sodom, may with 
equal truth be allegorically ſaid of the 
arge inhabitants of Hell, — that the 
rs forth on their guilty heads, a 
— Il (than That they are confined in) 
out of heaven itſelf. The. antient  fa- 
thers have obſerved, that the Almighty, 
in the inſtant of baniſhing the reprobate 
from his preſence, ſhews them ſuch a re- 
ſplendent ray of his divine countenance, as 
indelibly prints on their minds an abſtract- 
* but idea of his infinite perfec- 
tions, 
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- tions, and fills them at the fame time with 
incurable deſpair of ever beholding him 
more. Fain would the hapleſs wretches 
baniſh from their thoughts the galling 
image: but (alas !)it is too deeply ſtamped 
upon their ſouls, not to rack them inceſ- 
fan with the cruel remembrance. But 
for This, the damned would ſcarcely feel one 
half their preſent woes: As, but for the 
| fight of Abrahom and Lazarus, the repro- 
bate rich man had had his anguiſh half di- 
miniſhed. He felt indeed the pangs of one 
Hell in the Lake of burning Bee's : but far 
ſeverer were the pangs of that other Hell, 
which he felt from the contraſt in the patri- 
arch's boſom. Both Hells tormented him. 
ſeverely, but each with a different rigour ; 
and the latter the rudeſt, becauſe purely 
ſpiritual. «© Oh wretched me 7 met hinks, I 
% hear him cry} what do my eyes behold? 
% An Abraham at reſt, and I in endleſs mi- 
e ſery ? Sorely indeed am I tormented in 
( tb flame: but oh ! by far more ſorely in 
ee that hateful contraſt. Ah cruel, never dy- 
ing thought Abrabam was rich, as well 
* as I: And yet in ſpite of all his wealth, 
* behold ! he is lodged in endlefs peace, 
«* while I am buried in eternal woe. And 
te oh that Refuſe of mankind ! that leprous 
* Lazarus too at reft ? oh ſting too keen 
* for envy to ſup a how did IT former-. 
fc ly fear to infect * fight with ſimply 
| | . cc n 


7 , "90k at Him I 3 now ales !) 3 
cc oes the calmneſs of his. aſpect blaſt Me. 
5 with envy. and deſpair ? Thrice curſed 
tt abuſe of Tighes | thrice curſed contempt 
* of poverty ! And muſt theſe woes then 
continue without end or meaſure? Oh Hell 
t derived from infinite miſe !—And muſt 
„J neyer exchange them & the joys. of 
e heaven? oh ſharper Hell derived from 
* infinite felicity po 

Wax N E/au perceived. that, through 
Rebecca $ deceit, he had loſt the elder bleſs- 
ing of Teac, his an was ſo great, that tha 
divine writer, to give us ſome idea of the 
vehemence of it, | deſcribes him like an en- 
raged Lion that is caught in the toils of the 
huntſman : and tells us, that he cried-out 
with an exceeding loud rear. And $ 
Eſau had only loſt * birth-right, not! 
| father. He ſaw indeed the favourite a 
tion transferred from bim to his younger 
' brother ; but he found. ſtill reſerved fo * 
himſelf the fruits of the earth, and the 
of the heavens. If then all this ARES | 
ſtanding, ſuch was the exceſs of grief of 
Efau for this exchange rather fy loſs ; 
judge, Chriſtians, how great the deſolation 
of the ene muſt be, when, ſtripped 
for ever of their patrimony, graces, bleſſ- 
ings, earth and heaven, and (more than of 
heaven) deprived of God himſelf, they ſhall 


* "up A. thoughts from that horrid Apo 
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of miſery, only to bebeld their younger 
brethren (younger, perhaps, in natural ta- 


| lJents and ſpiritual endowments) reigning 


triumphant in the realms of bliſs. How 
often does it not happen, that the leaſt ad- 
vantage poſſeſt by another, though a friend 
and near ally in blood, embitters every 


plw&kẽùaſure to the perſon who beholds that ad- 


| brethren, how were not the boſoms of theſe 


vantage with an envious eye? Thus Rachel 
neither enjoyed her own beauty nor the 
pre tior of Jacob, becauſe Leab Was 

1 iitful. 'Thus a diadem to Saul was a 

wreath of meer thorns, for that the temples 
of Dad were circled with laurels. - And 
thus the bare careſſes of an ancient father to 
the fondling of his old age were ſo man 
2 gers to the reſt of Hrael s childeen: And 
only 7 becauſe Jaſepb is deck d with à coat 
2 more gawdy than thoſe of his 


torne with jealo ww And yet nor Rachel, 

nor Saul, nor the ſons of the Patriarch, had 
any other cauſe of diſcontentment, than that 
which they drew from the contentment ot 
others. If meer groundleſs envy. then can 
draw from ſuch paltry advantages, tho poſ- 
ſeſt by friends ad allies in M ſo much 
matter of inward bitterneſs ; judgt with 
what gall the envious fouls of re will 
BOS . when from their 
1 8 5 lift- up their thoughts to 

nn their » ns Good in 2 


1 Eis Diſcourſe 
ſeſſon of the objects of their former ha- 
tred and contempt? in the poſſeſſion of 
thoſe Saints, whom they treated with ſo 
much deriſion and oppteſſion while on 
_ -earth. Have I not reaſon then to ſay, 
chat the deſolation endured by the damn d 
from infinite miſery is leſs ſevere than That 
which they feel from the loſs of infinite 
happineſs in the loſs of their God ? For oh 
Lord of "majeſty ! what a tranſcending de- 
ſolation muſt it not be for immortal beings 
to loſe thee and feel the loſs of thee for ever 
This is the ' conſummation of diſtreſs : the 
dieſolation, which renders their wretched- 
jor th a pure evil indeed; an evil without 
mixture of comfort; a Hell twice told. 
Ht ben yet, Chriſtians, dreadful as this 
doable" deſolation of Hell muſt: appear; 
there is another, which ſhocks me infinitely 
more; and That is the horrid inflexibility 
of the reprobate in hating and blaſpheming 
God. And indeed on weighing this Angle 
evil againſt all the other evils of Hell, what 
thinking Creature in his ſenſes,” can help 
ſeeing and 'owning This to be the greateſt 
and moſt ſhocking. of all poſſible deſola- 
tions. In fact, that it may become my lot 
to ſuffer endleſs miſery in Hell; is a cruel 
reflection. That it may be m lot to loſe 
every happineſs in the — oſs of God, 
is a ſtill more cruel reflection. But chat, 


* ay wretched lot ſhould ever be ſuch, I 
On, 
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(even I myſelf) ſhould for ever, not only. 
loſe, but baſely hate and blaſpheme my God:, 
oh! it is a horrible thought, at which all Na- 
' ture muſt revolt. It is a thought too ſhock - 
ing for human heart to bear. It is the abo- 
mination of deſolations, the Hell of Hells. 
I ſupport of this ſentiment I have no 
leſs a Voucher on my fide, than the royal. 
David Who in his thankſgiving palm, 
for the dedication of. his houſe has theſe, — 
remarkable words: O5 Lord! thou bat FR 
brought my ſoul cut , bell. Where by te 
word Hell it is plain, that he could not 
mean the lake of fire prepared for the 
damn'd, and which is . vulgarly 
called ſo. For in the firſt place, David: 
had never been in that lake; and therefore 
it was not poſſible, that he ſhould be brought 
out of it. And ſecondly, .in the very ſame 
verſe, he praiſes God ſeparately for his de- 
liverance from the latter in conſequence of 
his happy eſcape from the former, as ap- 
pears by the following words :———Thou haſt 1 
ſaved me from among thoſe, who go-down into 3 
the lake : as if he had faid,—** Lord! thou if 
« haſt delivered me from the Hell of guilt, 
„ which. is ſuch in every ſenſe, becauſe eu- 
* ſentially. oppoſed to thee; and by this q 
6 — GR thou haſt freed me i 
40 = 


om aſſociating forever with thoſe, Who 
« go-down to that lake of fire, which is 
% yulgarly called Hell.“ Though mon 


168 Fin Deus. 
the Lale of fire be (familiarly ſpeaking) 
one kind of Hell; the Hell wy 
2 ſpeaks of and expreſsly calls here 
Hell, is of quite another and more horrible 
— ĩ 03 7 . 
Bor here you will naturally aſk :=1f 
the Hell, which David in this paſſage ex- 
preſsly calls ſuch, be not the ſame with 
the Lake of fre; what is it then ?—I will 
tell you, Chriſtians : It is the Hell of in- 
iquity which perpetually burns within the 
breaſts of the miſerable inhabitants of that 
fiery lake; a Hell more furious beyond 
compariſon than all the flames, which can 
torture them from without. It is the very 
fame Hell which the Lord ſpeaks of in 
Jaiab, when by the mouth of his prophet 
he tells the reprobate, that 7heir 1oitkedneſs 
burneth as a flame; that their ſpirit ſhall de- 
vour them as a blaze, and that they them- 
ſelves ſhall be 4 ſmoke in bis indignation and 
a fire that burneth all day. And that this is 
the genuine meaning of the prophet, we 
need no other evidence than his own pre- 
ceding words in the xxth' plalm : Where 
in the figurative ſtile he clearly diſtinguiſhes 
both Hells in the ſame progreſſive order. 
For ſpeaking of the ſouls of the reprobate, 
| he compares them to fiery ovens and ſays, 
that thoſe (as it were) living ovens of fpi- 
ritual fire (or myſtic Hells) ſhall be over- 
thrown by the almighty Judge and caſt into 


| ane 
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fire; of corpoteal flames, dt vulgar Hell. — 


2 


Thou wilt put then (ſays he) as an den %, 


fire, in the time of thy appearing : the Lord 

So then the Hell prepared for the com- 
ward, Hell, that is, a lake of corporeal 
flames to torment. them externally: Where. 
as. the Soul itſelf of the final bn oo 7 has 
another Hell within, a myſtie Hell of the 
Spirit, which tortures them with inbred de- 
ſolation to exceſs. . And this laſt is the Hell, 


which David in the foregoing paſſages lays 


the chief ſtreſs upon, and which indeed de- 
| ſerves our chief and utmoſt horror. For it is 


* 


a Hell within 2 Tell the moſt deſperate and 


abominable of all Hells; and that Ey of 
evils, which, comparatively ſpeak: 8» fu- 
premely deſerves the name of Hell. 


11 3 


Ix FACT, Chriſtians, this Hell of ini 


quity is the Source and the 5 | 


of all imaginable evils :. Fir/t, becauſe the 
inward defolation its inflexibility entails on 
the reprobate is purely ſpiritual, and con- 
ſequently ſupremely tormenting : And /e 

candy, becauſe, - but for that , inflezibility, 
neither their inward deſolation, nor their 


outward diſtreſs would be irremediable, as | 
they now are. For, were the damned to 


ceaſe, but for an inſtant to be wicked, 


: 


they would ceaſe to be wretched ; and all 


another fire, which is external, that is the 


in his wrath will deſtroy them and a fire al 
VCF 


mon abode of the Reprobate is only an'out> . 


. their 
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their 1 would be at an end. But 
ſtubbornneſs has laid ſuch faſt hold on their 
rebellious ſouls, that their wickedneſs, be- 
come an inſeparable attribute, is transform 
ed into a part of their nature. And there- 
fore as their redundant malice cauſes their 
miſeries to be immenſe, ſo their incorrigi- 
ble guilt renders the ſame miſeries eyerlaſt- 
ing. . This is one part of that conditional 
Sentence which eternal Truth long ſince 
menaced every obſtinate Sinner with by the 
mouth of his ſervant Jeremiab— Thy 
wound is incurable ſays the Lord: 75 
Sorrow is not to be Sealed fer the multi- 
 Zude of thy iniquity thy fins are hardened— 
and. for thy hardened fins I have done theſe 
things to thee — (that is) “ in puniſh- 
c 7 thy enormous wickedneſs, I have 
* ſuffered "a to harden into reprobation ; 
«and ip. conſequence of thy reprobation 
te thy woes ate become incurable.” | 
_TT follows therefore in courſe that this 
Hell of iniquity muſt needs be ſupremely 
abominable : becauſe, for the ſame reaſon 
that it. is the greateſt "op all poſſible evils, it 
is likewiſe an eſſential oppoſite to all that 
is good, and to the Supreme of all good 
things, which is God himſelf. _ So that if 
we compare the Hell of fire, in which the 
damned are forever conſtrained to abide, 
With, the Hen of c 8 9 forever 


3 
= the 
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thee latter will give to che former an ap- 


pearance of good. Nay the evil of the for- 


mer, being only an evil of equitable puniſh- 
mk and an adequate exertion of uncor- 


2 uſtice, "ng, that ſenſe a real good ö 
= in itſelf, and an evil only by accident: 


Whereas the malignity of the latter, being 


an evil of pure malice, is ſo eſſentially bad, 


that all the omnipotence of God cannot 
change its nature, and make it otherwiſe. 
Again, the Hell of fice is always obeying 
.the equitable Will of God and executing 
his juſt judgments in the chaſtiſement of 
ſin, without My the we While 


te: Hell of ini hue $a is perpetuall 


and committing ” the 21 


Beritt f of ſins in the blaſphemous hatred 


of that unchangeable Deity, whoſe divine 


3 it is inceſſantly aiming in vain to 


In a word the evils of local Hell, 


Fs e inne, have their meaſure of in- 
Giniry being all ſummed up in what Di- 
vines call the pain of . and the pain of 

tion, that is to ſay, the ſenſation of in- 
finite miſery and the forfeiture of infinite 


happineſs. Whereas the evils of ſpiritual 


Hel, or the Hell of iniquity being in 
their nature diametrically contrary to God's 
unlimited excellence, they imply. a guilt 
unmeaſurably infinite and immenſely fur- 
paſſing all the wretchedneſs which can be 


. either by acceſſion of miſery or 
A 2 1 en- 


Oe Haz. Wo” 
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And the reaſon is plainly this,—that it is of 


infinitely greater importance, whether God's 


ſupreme Goodneſs be forever adored, or 


_ forever |. inſulted, than whether obſtinate 


ſinners be eternally happy, or eternally mi- 


ſerable. 

Now theſe facred Truths, if they be ſe- 
rioufly and- duly confider'd, cannot fail to 
perfe®t i in-us the filial fear of God, and fill 

us with a juſt abhorrence of that jniquity, 


which conſtitutes the Hell of hells, as of 


the greateſt of all poſſible evils. But then 
they are truths of ſo ſublime a nature that 


they eſſentially demand all our attention, in 
order to conceive. 1785 force and impor- | 


tance; the more ally as ſordid ſelf- 


love is too apt to weaken A belief of them, 
by tempting us falſely to deem them * 
objects of ſpeculation than of practice. 
cannot therefore but be highly proper it 
fortify your faith againſt ſo pichichl an 
illuſion, by enforcing their ſacred influence 


with ſome undeniable arguments of the 


practical as well as ſpeculative kind. Nevet- 
theleſs, that I may not put your patience 
to too ſevere a trjal, by detaining you any 
longer at preſent ; I ſhall now leave you 
for a while to digeſt what I have hitherts 
briefly obſerved on the -ſubjeR ; and will 
5 allot 
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allot; my next 1 Sit, ils in dhe Gl 3 
Conſideration of this very intereſting point. 


Till then, my Friends, let it ſuffice you to 
know, to remember, and frequently to re- 
flect, that there is a Hell of threefold deſo- 
lation allotted to torment for ever all finally 
impenitent ſinners: a lake of unextinguiſh- 
able fire, in which they muſt inceſſantly en- 
dure unbounded and unending miſery: and 
endure (which is worſe) the eternal regret 
of infinite happineſs together with the God 
of all happineſs irretrievably Joſt : nay en- 
dure (which is the worſt of all) the fatal 
neceflity of living in everlaſting enmity with | 
God, becauſe in an everlaſting ſtate of in- 
corrigible guilt. Remember and ſeriouſly 
reflect on This: and there will need no 
more to deter you from ſin; to allure you 
to virtue; and to awaken or improve in 
the filial fear and love of your almighty 
Benefactor. It is ſcarcely poſſible, that 
ſeriouſſy and often revolving theſe deſola- 
tions in your minds, you ſhould have the 
heart to fin again. Nay I dare even affirm 
with St. John Chryſoſtom, that the Chriſtian, 
who frequently contemplates Hell in this 
genuine perſpective, is in little da 
of ever falling into it: Whereas they who 
vie w it only ſuperficially, or make but light 
pf it, have very little chance (if any) to eſ- 
cape it. In fact, not to think and oſten 
| think of Hel] and its manifold diſtreſſes, is 


r Fin Diſcourſe, &c. 
_ © woeful: ſymptom of fatal indifference to 
Salvation: to think of Hell and not to 
read it, js a certain argument of infidelity, 
or want of ſenſe but to think of Hell, to 
fear it, and yet to uſe no efforts to avoid 
it, or only faint ones, were the laſt excels 
of reprobate frenzy. ;22 
A dearly / beloved: fellow Chriſtians 

Let 1 us e y ſhun ſo ruinous a' mad- 
_ neſs, Let us frequently employ our thoughts 
ö 
learn to be afraid of it, Let us cheriſh a 
prudent Fear of Hell, that we may learn 
to avoid ĩt. And let us ſtudy to avoid it as 
becomes generous Chriſtians to do; leſs 
through a ſelfiſh fear of loſing our own hap- 
N in the loſs of God, than through a 
llial apprehenſion of diſpleaſing him. duch 
the Fear of God becoming free- born 
Children. Such is the true fountain of life, 
to decline from the rum of death. And that 
divine fountain (if we take care to cheriſh 
it in our breaſts): will plentifully water the 
ſpiritual paradiſe of our converted hearts; 
and, after enriching them with every ſolid 
virtue, will flow - back with all our affections 
into the abyſs of almighty love, and there 
make us eternally exult in the bliſsful: ex- 
perience of that ſentence of the God of 
Truth W the our of the Lord, evil 1 
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4 river  iſſued-out of the. 11 of pla 
2 ſure, to water paradiſe; which thence is 
— divided into four Heads : And the name 

be third river is HipDzKEL, | 3 


Gen. ch. ii. ver. 10. 14, 


EL NOUGH has been cid i in the prece- 
ding diſcourſe to convince you, re- 
vered Auditors, that the myſtic Hiddekel, 
of which my Text allegorically ſpeaks, is a 
true confluence of 7he waters of. dgſolation ; 
an abyſs of untold horrors, every one of 
which were alone ſufficient to conſtitute 2 
common Hell. And yet it muſt be owned, 
that of all-the immenſe multitude of evils 
of every poſſible kind, That which (com- 
exrapa ſpeaking) deſerves the name of 
ell ſupremely and with preference to 
every other, is not the late of. fire in which 
the damn'd are for ever doomed to abide, 
but the abomination of deſolations, which an FE: 
| Wett! in the damned, and which conſiſts in ti 
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impiety within them) muſt neceſſarily ff 
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infinite iniquity of their perſiſting eternally 
to hate and blaſpheme the Holy of Holies. 


Accordingly we have ſegn, that the Royal 
prophet, in his rwenty-ninth palm, gives 
the title of Hell only to This; whereas the 


_ vulgar Hell of fire he does not call hall, 


but ſimply à /ate.—0b Lord, fays he ! thou 
haſt brought-forth my ſoul from HELL * 'thou 
haft ſaved me from among thoſe, who go-down 
into the lake. In fact, as the reprobation of 
ſinners is in its nature an utter ſeparation of 
their whole Being from God's glorious pre- 


ſence, and is conſequently the endleſs death 


of grace in their ſouls ; it neceſſarily follows, 


that this laſt worſt of deaths (by engender- 


ing from a total corruption of the love of 
God the horrible foulneſs of blaſ 


in their hearts a Hell of ſuch pre-eminence, 
as cannot but render any other Hell, by | 
compariſon, leſs deſerving of that name. 


Inſomuch that was there no other Hell to 


torment the wicked outwardly. Nay was 


at poſſible for them, with all their inflexible 


guilt about them, to be lodged even in a 


Place of outward. refreſhment. for others; 


they themſelves would nevertheleſs continue 
to be ſuperlatively wretched: and wherefote, 
but becauſe every where alike the Hell of 
all Hells (a Hell of iniquity) would ſtill 
be within them ? Although then there, un- 
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_ doubtedly'is in the bowels of the earth a 


un ̃ da * 1 * 
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are tortured is a Hell of meet matter, but 
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Hell of "+ in which the damned are for- 


ever tormented ; there is in the ſouls of the 
BY unhappy wretches a far more defolate 

by which God i is perpetually injured, 
T hat infernal flame, in which the wicked 


the, ſou}; of the damned, by which God. is 
diſhonoured, exhibits. a Hell, which is all 


; 2 it, and 1 the worſt of 5 oo 


ort, to ſpeak with preciſion, the corpo- 


„ % > & 


Hell but 1 5 halves, in compariſon, with 
the ſpiritual Hell, or the Hell of iniquity 
in the ſoul of condemned reprobates. For, 
as I now bope to convince you, This being 

the ſeat of all which is an abomination to 


the Lord, is Hell in the moſt emphatic 


ſenſe of the word 22 5 * FEY: Lane ES 
deſolation. 5 


Tuov then oh loving Jeſus, who late mer- 
.  Cifully deigned to ſhed thy precious blood 
to tranſom our immortal ſouls from Hell 
and all its horrors ! permit not any per- 


k + + 


| verſity of ours to fruſtrate. thy generous 
purpoſe. But graciouſly help us to ſhun 


that flood of threefold deſolation, by fear- 


ing it as we ought ; more for the love of 


Thee, than out of Foy FONTS a 
A ourſelves. Bo 
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Ar ROH the doctrine J here advance 


carries conviction along with it, and muſt 


be felt by every Chriſtian, who ſeriouſly 
confiders it with a lively faith, the irrefra- 
gable Truth of it will ſhine-forth with ſtill 


more irreſiſtible luftre, if we approach it a 


little to the practice of our heavenly maſter 


himſelf, while he was yet converſant upon 
the earth. When our bleſſed Redeemer 


aſſumed human fleſh to effect the redemp- 


tion of human nature; that he might do it 


the more fully, he graciouſly took upon him- 
ſelf the entire payment of both thoſe deſo- 


late evils of vulgar Hell to which man's 


tranſgreſſions had made him obnoxious, 
namely, the pain of ſenſe and the 8 of 


loſs. To that end therefore he reſolved to 


bear in his own ſacred perſon a portion of 
both, with a bitterneſs equal for the time 
to what the damned are forever confined to : 
And this he effectually did, by ſuffering in 


his bleſſed body the manifold cruelties of 


his enemies, and by enduring in his divine 


ſoul the inexpreſſible anguiſh, which his 


eternal Father permitted him to feel in a 
temporary privation of all celeſtial comforts. 
In all which diſtreſſes, while they laſted, 
he might truly be faid to undergo the two- - 
fold deſolation of vulgar Hell, as he him- 
ſelf declared by his ſervant David in thoſe 
myſterious words, the dolours of Hell have 
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encompaſſed me, but ths Haares of death. Mor 


vented me, | 
AND indeed, on recollecting the: rn. 


menſe thirſt which our —— 8 
upon his croſs, and which was the only one 
of all his bodily ſufferings that extorted a 
complaint from the divine martyr ; who can 
help recalling to mind the intolerable 
drought, of which the rich man in Hell ſo 
feelingly complained. to Abraham, and 
which alone he implored relief for? 80 
too, as often as we recollect the inward de- 


ſolateneſs felt by the bleſſed Jeſus in his 


ſtate of temporary dereliction (when for- 


ſaken by his heavenly Father, he fo. pathe- 


tically  cried-out,—my God my God {. why 
haſt thou forſaken me is it poſſible. for us 
not to reflect on the extreme diſtreſs, which 
muſt ſeize the hapleſs objects of God's eter- 


nal wrath, when chaſed from his enlivening 


preſence with that deſoling ſentence 4. 


part Well then might Jeſus, after exp2= 
rienging this complicated reliſh of the ſor- 


rows of vulgar Hell, cry-out in the words 


© ES 


—— 2d me. And yet, not all this exceſs 


= twofold dolours, which the divine Hero 


voluntarily choſe to bear (though equal for 


the time to the twin-bred 4 mos of local 


hell) could reach to deſtroy immediately his 
ſacred life. No. All this he deemed it 


necaflary, to undergo, that he might com- 
LY 2 Pray 
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To Seevhd Dj iſcourſe. 

pleatly repair by atonement the i injuties done 
by man to his eternal Father's honour-: 
All this he made his choice, that he might 
render man's redemption the more abun- 
dant: And therefore all this affected him, 
not enough to touch his precious life; but 
only (as it were) externally ; and only with 
a foreign kind of anguiſh, Accordingly he 
tells us, that thus fat The dolours of Hell only 
encompaſſed him ; that is to ſay,” they did not 
penetrate to the inmoſt receſſes of his ſacred. 
ſoul, nor ſhake his godlike fortitude and 
patience enough to diſſolve his corporal 
frame. It is even fo, Nothing leſs could 
work ſo deadly an effect, than the ſnares 4 

death, and the ſnares. of ſuch a death as | 

Here myſteriouſly implied; ſnares, which, 
preventing all created powers of reſiſtance, 
took ſuch prevailing hold of him as to 
cruſh his heroic Mae with equa} grief and 
horror. | 

Bor what Mins kind of death, you will 
for was That, which had more power than 
his wounds and ' corporal Sufferings to 
oppreſs the Son of God ?——atChriſtians! 
it was tlie death of deaths, the expiring of 
the love of God in the hearts of confirmed 
Reprobates: : It was the corruption of divine 
Charity into infamous hatred and defiance of 
uncreated majeſty. This was the horrible 
Kind ot dach, hoſe murderous ſhares gave 
ve moreal” blow to the generous heart of 
f Jef us, 
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Jeſus, through the envenomed tongues of 
the impious Jeans, who at his crucifixion 


inſulted his eternal Father's hondur with 


ſactilegious mockeries like theſe: be be 


the ſon of God; let him come down from the 
craft. de truſted in God let bim deliver 
him now, if be Ii. For what were, Theſe 
and other blaſphemous outrages 
levelled in the ſacred perſon of Jeſus at the 

very God-head, but ſo many abominable 
ſnares of death? what but fo many abomi- 
nations of dgſolution, « where they ought not to 
be; in the holy plaet; in fouls created to be 
living ſanctuaries of the Holy-Ghoſt?-where 
is the wonder therefore, that the enormity 


of Theſe ſhould (as they did) fire the hea- 


venly Hero's ſoul with ſuch indignation as 


| (preventing all his created faculties” of re- 


ſtance)” rovoked him to | withdraw his 
n — the ſooner, not to continue 
a paſſive witneſs to them? or that the ſight 
̃ of ſuch abominable cortuption of divine 
* in ſouls created to cheriſh its holy 
; he ſhould be more intolerable to tliat 
Lord of all charity, than all his perſonal 
ſufferings; and make him cty-out by the 
mouth of his prophet, be Habe 1 death 
3 prevented me? 
lx reality the immenſe Wiktom: I our 
bleſſed: Redeemer” made an infinite differ- 
ence between the double deſolations reſult- 
ng from the pains of Oe and the pains of 


! | privation, 


like Theſe, 
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priuatian, which compriſe all the compli- 
cated evils of lacal Hell; and the de/olation 
inſeparable from that iniguity, which conſti- 
tutes the Hell of Hells and the abomination 
, deſolation. Inſomuch that, though his 
love for mankind made him ſubmit to a ſimi- 
litude of the tuo former: ones; his Juſtice 
made the /atter inſupportable to him. The 
former therefore could only as it were out- 
wardly beſiege his ſacred life; but the /at- 
ter, like a furious unexpected ſtorm which 
prevents all reſiſtance, poured- in upon his 
tender breaſt ſuch an inundation of horror, 
as forced human fortitude itſelf to bend be- 
neath the ſhock. And this is the Storm he 
complains of, when, by the tongue of his 
pſalmiſt, he ſays, I came into the midſi of the 
deep, and a tempeſt overwhelmed me. Ac- 
cordingly we ſee, that, although neither the 
martyrdom of his bleſſed body during his 
bitter paſſion, nor the depreſſion of his ſa- 
cred ſpirit in his miraculous dereliction, put 
an end to his mortal exiſtence, that blaſphe- 
mous taunt, /ef us ſee i Elins come ps take 
him down, was no ſooner uttered, than the 
thitherto meek and patient Feſus brekthed- 
out his ſpirit with theſe expreſs accents of 
holy indignation : it is conſummate, it is 
. Fimiſhed.——ah yes, lovely Saviour | finiſhed 
indeed was the ſweet exceſs of thy unpa- 
rallelled goodneſs, love and patience.—— 


P the laſt exceſs of reprobate ini- 
quity,— 
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quity.—— finiſhed the utmoſt ee of 
guilty adden. gd 
sb cn, my revered Auditors, is e er- 
rible nature of that Abyſs of threefold deſo- 
lation denominated Hell: the Third of the 
four important Heads of religious Contem- 
- plation, deſigned to ſtrengthen the holy 
ſtrearft of filial fear of God within us. And 
the Name of the third River (ſays Moſes) is 
Hiddekel, that is, a ſharp and uncouthb Sound. 
- THAT it is (adds' the facred Hiſtorian) 
which goes againſt the Eaſt of Aſſyria. For 
the clear underſtanding of which, it is pro- 
per to acquaint you, that by the Eaft is of- 
ten meant the ſource of ligbt, or the throne 
God, and ſometimes almighty majeſty it - 
felf; as by the word Aſyria is implied @ land 
of priſoners, or a land of confinement. And 
indeed the unhappy damned may truly be 
ſaid in that ſenſe, to move continually 
againſt the Eaſt : their impotent rage being 
conſtantly levelled at God, the ſovereign 
ſource of light and life. Too truly are they 
themſelves eternal priſoners in a land of the 
moſt defolate confinement. For, oh my 
| God! what other confinement” can there 
be imagined ſo emphatically deſolate as 
That of wretches forever confined to ſuffer 
All that is lamentable ; to forfeit All that 
is defirable ; and to hate All that i is lovely 
and adorable * 
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_ | IPRESVUME therefore, my beloved, that 
by this time you cannot but clearly per- 
ceive, that of the three grand deſolations, 
we have hitherto conſidered as making- up 
the Hell of finally impenitent ſinners, the 
laſt is beyond all compariſon the moſt hor- 


. rible of the three: Since the two firſt, 
though inexpreſſibly great, are grievous 


only to ourſelves ; whereas the third is inju- 


rious to the very being of our almighty 


Creator. For this very reaſon then, if we 


truly love God; our abhorrence of eternall7 
injuring him will exceed (in the ſame pro- 


portion as God exceeds us, that is infinitely) 
every dread of being eternally puniſhed by 


him. For the fear of Hell barely as an 


evil of our own, were a ſordid dread fit 
only for the abject ſouls of abſolute flaves : 


Whereas the fear of Hell worthy to ac- 


tuate the breaſts of free-born Chriſtians, is 
a holy fear which chiefly ariſes from the 


conſideration of its being a ſtate of injurious | 


rebellion againſt God. And therefore this 


is the heroic fear I wiſh you to cultivate 


above all; as you certainly will do, if you 
ſeriouſly and aſſiduouſly conſider the excel- 
lence of it. This however will beſt appear, 


by ſetting it in contraſt with its contrary, 


which is an heroic yearning after heaven. 
I ſhall therefore, make here a ſhort, but 
inſtructive digreſſion for the ſake of com- 
paring them together. 8 

” CO THE 
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On Heike. 
Tus Royal Prophet made one ſole peti 
tion to Gad, «becauſe it ſeems he — rok 


ras 


one fond deſire to gratify. One thing have 
Led aun Dord, ſays he: That I will pur 
Now That was (as he himſelf telle 
ve) the endleſs poſſeſſion of heaven: ra 
I may dwell. in the bouſe of the Lord ull the 
days of my life, or as the Divines interpret 
ut, chat I may dwell: eternally in bit celeflial 
abode. And what was the prophet's printi- 
pal aim in this his favourite requeſt ? Was 


it, perhaps, purely with a view to obtain a 
life of endleſs eaſe, in exchange for 'the life 
he had endured: of trouble and 


care? Tes (to ju neral rules) one 
ſhould — 2 n ſo. But let us 
leave the holy monarch to anſwer for him 
ſelf. Why then, ſays he: My main deſ 
in this earneſt Saen is, that I muy 
* hald tbe delight of the Lord. Heroic difin= 
tereſtedneſs! David was leſs deſirous of heaw 
ven for the ſake of his own beatitude, than | I 
for the fake of the beatitude of his divini | = 
nefactor. He was not ſo ſollicitous — mg 
delight himſelf, as to behold the delightiof 11 
the Lord; or in other words, A te he 1 
Lord ũn all his delight: bar] may behold," 
ſays he, tbe delight of the. Load Word 
which, ' when they are compared with His 
other manifold proteſtations of the fame 


kind, can have no meaning mote natural 
FF ae es a- 
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«. ven, it is much more for thy ſake than 
4 for my own. For, what is aught in hea- 
en to me ? or what have I deſired of 
© Thee on earth, but Thee thyſelf ? Thou 
« knoweſt well, that a the fag hankers 
Aer fountains of water, not for the ſake 
* of tlie channel in which they flow, but 
out of pure love of the flood itſelf, even 
O dber my ſoul y earn after Thee, my God ; 
_ Jeb fore blefcgs I myſelf may enjoy 
ii thy celeſtial kingdom, than for the ex- 
« ſtatic pleaſure of beholding Thee in the 
” cages” of thy bliſs. In a word, that I 
Gebold the delight of my Lord. Such 
was the noble S 2 David; and 
ſuch is That of all, whoſe deſire of heaven 
is truly heroic: that is an eagerneſs to 
Teſs it, not ſo mueh for their own eternal 
it as for the almighty's everlaſting 
So likewiſe, for our chriftian fear 
of Hell to be heroic, we muſt dread it leſs 
becauſe there we ſhould be forever wretch- 
ed: durſelves, than becauſe there our divine 
Benefactor would be forever offendet. 
To perſuade you then, dear Chriſtians, 
to - cultivate this heroic fear of Hell, what 
2 J add more, than that it will be an 
tual means to preſerve you forever from 
hi horrid Abyſs ; And That for this plain 
reaſon—A fear of Hell meerly becauſe it is 
Hevous to us creatures, is the ſole effect of 
a ſordid ſeli- love: * fear of Hell 


7 as 
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28 of a $tatc-injurious to our great and 
Creator, is an effect of pure love of 


from ſelf-love alone, are unworthy to eſcape: 
it, and (I fear) will not; ſo They, who fear 
it chiefly for the pure love of God, are in 


no danger of being condemned to itt. 


In the uo and thirtieth chapter of Ex- 
adus we find, that when God was on the 
point of deſtroying the Mraelites in the de- 
ſart, to divert 1 ?s from interceding for 
their pardon, he promiſed to turn the 
deſtruction of that rebellious 
advantage 
prophet himſelf and of His ſterity.— 


Leave me, ſays the Lord, that my fury may 
2 againſt them; and that I may de- 


_ I will make Thee into a great peo- 


Now, to judge by the ſordid ſelſiſn- 
neſs of the bulk of mankind, who would not 


expect to find Mo/es (in fight of ſuch perſonal 
advantages) compleatly reſi to the im- 
pending ruin ofthe Fews? the more eſpeci- 

ally as God's vengeance would have been 


perfectly juſt and his own acquieſcence | 
thoroughly innocent? — But no. — Moſes 


was of no ſuch mercenary ſtamp. He loy- 


ed God for what God is, and not for what © 


God has: And therefore regardleſs of Self, 
he was anxious for nothing but what he 


e as the intereſt of God. He ima- 


22 deined 


ga 


A eee 0s T be drogdi Biel 


people to the 
and perſonal emolument of the 


And as for thyſelf, be perfectly 


| 188 


ing his good 
name: And That was more than enough 
to make him generouſly reject every advan- 


4 is thy fury incenſe 
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_ can covet — but God, it follows 


Setondl Dicurſ 
that God's enemies might make his 


juſt — an impious pretext for decry- 
neſs and blaſpheming his ſacred 


proffered to himſelf, which might be 


tage 
followed by an injury to his beloved Maker. 
In ſhort in the prophet's equitable ſcale, the 


leaſt irreverence to God was an infini 
heavier evil, than the worſt of evils whic 
could light upon 
ther wiſhed to be himſelf ſtruck out of the 


| my book of life and ſunk to his native 2 


, than that God's holy name ſhould be 


ed. Why, ob Lord (he cries) 


ed againſt thy people? ab | 


« T beſeeth thee, let not the Egyptians ſay of 


Thee — ie bath cunningly led them forth, 


« that he mght them in the mountaims 


t and defiroy them fromthe eartb.-EIT HER 


cc FORGIVE THEM THIS TRESPASS, OR 
«© BLOT Mx OUT OF THE BOOK, WIR 


«© THOU HAST WRITTEN.” Noble Sen- 

timent indeed! This is truly treating God 
expreſſing in 

ſo happily ex- 


like God. This is truly 
practice what St. Ambroſe 
preſſed in thought when he obſerved, that 
% He who chuſes God for his portion, Cares 
«for nothing but God.” 
To bring then this weighty Truth Achse 


to our preſent ſubject,— By che ſume rule 


that They, who take God for their eternal 


na- 


Mots. Wherefore he ra- 
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naturally e hat 3 whoſe ſavereignfonly 
wiſh-is God himſelf, cannot 
him for their everlaſting portion. For if we 
recolle& the infinite Goodneſs of that all-ge- 
nerous Being ; ; how is it poſſible to conceive, 
that They, who dread God's diſhonour 
more than their ow-n ruin, and prize their 
own exiſtence leſs than the greatneſs of God, 
ſhould be deprived of the God of all great- 
neſs ? If to reward Mofes for his diſintereſted 
love, the almighty generouſly extended his 
mercy to a whole rebellious nation ; can it 
be thought that He, who is no excepter af 
perſons, will withhold his generoſity from 
any of Thoſe, who love him with real diſin- 
tereſtedneſs? -No : it is abſolutely impoſ- 
| fible. | Conſequently, it muſt be equally 
_ Impoſſible, that any one ſhould be eternally 
loſt, who ſtands in fear of Hell more out 
of abhortence of the injury there done to 
God, than out of dread of the evils with 
which it threatens himſelf. In other words, 
They, who fear leſs a Hell of wretchedneſs 
to themſelves than a Hell of rebellion againſt 
God, cannot be in any danger of loſing 
that God, whoſe honour they have ſo much 
at heart. Of this we have a "_ Fook 
in the third Book of 
Tre Courage of the Prophet Ekjas ſtands. 
there upon record, and his Fortitude _ 
ſerted beyond the power of calling it 
queſtion, Nevertheleſs we find even . 
that 


poſſibly miſs of 
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that once on a time his Valour was overſet 


by the bare wrath of a woman. Jezabel 
but threatens him; and lo! he is ſeized 


with a panic and ſeeks his ſafety in running 


away. To what then can we, in a man'of 
his tried conſtancy, impute a flight in all 
appearance ſo puſillanimous ? Did it proceed 


from an unmanly fear of death? For cer- 
tain it did not. So little was he afraid of 
dying, that he no ſooner got out of the 


female monſter's reach, than he defired 


to die. It ſufficeth Lord, he cries, take 


my foul : for I am not better than my 
fathers were. He deſired, I fay to die: but 
then he was not willing to die by the im- 


| row hands of Fezabel. The Wretch (he 


ew) could not effect her murderous pur- 
poſe upon himſelf, without doing a freſh 


inſult to God in the perſon of his prophet. 
The thought therefore of a death, by which 


he himſelf muſt become a means (though 
an innocent one). of leſe majeſty divine 
was what ſeized his pious ſoul with irreſiſti 
ble horror and urged him to ſo precipitate 
a flight. But once he was no longer in 
danger of that abominable circumſtance ; 

the ſame godly principles, which had cauſed 


him to turn his back upon death, now 


made him deſirous to encounter it. He 

was ſenſible, that, though by his timely 

eſcape he had hindered a ſacrilegious inſult 
being publickly offered to God in _— 1 
Hel: | ecu 
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fectual murder of His minifter, nothing leſs 
than his own death could put an end to the 
private indignity ſtill aimed againſt that 
aweful Being in Fezabe/'s murderous wiſhes. 
And therefore diſpleaſed with a life, which 
he now only conſidered as infidious to the 
honour of its ſupreme Author, he petitioned 
to reſign it. . Jufficeth, Lord: tate my 
foul, he cries. As if he had ſaid : «* Lord! T 
% have now lived long enough, ſince I have 
lived to know and love Thee. Too much 
« it is to live ſtill longer, to ſee thee in- 
*« inſulted, and inſulted on my account, or 
«« through my means. Oh ! take my foul 


«« then, and rid mas. of; ee = 


« endures. when made an incentive to coma 


cc 


agnani 
Blias amid inceſſant ſufferings and 
ſo inſenſible to all that regards f, — 
N N dut an con- 
dition that God's honour be unviolated ?- 
Such a man, it muſt be owned is. truly fit to 
live. And it can be no matter of wonder 
that the Almighty, to recompenſe his gene- 
rous contempt of life, ſnatched him from 
the earth in a car of etherial fire, and placed 
him above the reach of death, till 3 
itſelf be on the point of its deſtruction. 
Here, ob Chadhane in 3 pratcal proof of he : 
little (the nothing) they loſe or riſk, Who 
plipns ther ann coporn 10 thoſe of thr, 


creator. 


poral ory — his own : 


8 | Second fe 456 
et preferred God's tem- 


creator. 
And therefore God 
rewarded him with à laſting exemption 


from the general tribute of temporal death. 


WhO prefers his maker's. immortal intereſts 


Conſequently it cannot, without an injury 


to God, be doubted, that He will equally 
exempt from eternal death every Chriſtian, 


to his oon. Hence it is clear to a demon- 


: dif 
* 


feel bow: 


ſtration, that They, who fear Hell more from 


a generous abhorrence of the inſults there 


of the miſeries which may there befall them 


ſelves, muſt be ſafe from that abyſs of evils, 


while they perſevere in the ſame dikintereſted 
ſition : Becauſe they muſt be dear to 
the God of all generoſity,” whom they love 
with ſuch generous! preference to them- 
ſelves. For God is too good and great to 

be ever out- done or even equalled in 

roſity by his creatures: Who, if de b 
make che trial, are ſure for all eternity to 
avert be it to All. ub "Oy hoe 
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-OxSvalsef Chriſt's own purchaſe! 86 the. 
then heficeforth your firſt and greateſt ear 
of Hell. To attain to which you need o 


culrivate 4 truly filial fear of Ged within" 


you. If once you love him, 2% Children 


ooght to do (not ſo much for what be has,” 
as for bat be is your gracious" heavenly 


patent) and n with reflect heww in- 


ns ** 


Door -. Ke ng bay {band (hag, 


\ On Mett: 133 
he deſerv ES, 1 you ſhould always 
| 105 eyery, other dread will 
naturally be — 6 in the terrible rer 
| flection, that i it is Rill poſſible, that You 
- yourſelves may 5 to the wretched ſtat 
of never ceaſing to dire xe him. An 
that dreadful thought al y keeping yo! 
oy on your guat againſt ſin, wi 
ſecure vou from ens r 


wie often therefore, as you are tem pted to 
any ſinful action word or. thought, You | 
cannot well, I imagine, make uſe of an 
more powerful than This A1 

very one) of your own ſoul this plain ani 
gel queſtion : Caniſt thou, = ſou 
s reſolve to run the riſk of exiſting forey 

| « in a ſtate of blaſphemous enmity agai i 
« the lovely eſus, who loved. thee to BURT 
15 5 exceſs of dying for thee ? If thou 
ah ] wretch ! ſin on: For tl 
« halt F pa ore to dread. "Already thou 
: art W to perdition's 8 heavieſt curſe, 

« the laſt excels of deſolation, which Hell 
« itſelf MBs: if (my heart!) thou 
et happily ſhrinkeſt at the horrid thouj ht; 
26 oh! as thou wouldſt, and more Tha 


TSS ©4423 


« evil yo d to which thou art tem pted.z k 

e and w ich (if thou yield to the tempta- _ 

tion) may Aa o. 00 — 23 1 1 0 the , 
init 0 AL 0, bla 


1 


mg! « 


7 Second Dito. 
8. . and injure thy immortal Bens 
actor. Make This /T /ay} your ſove- 
High antidote againſt temptation. For if 
This will not blunt the edge of your ſinful 
inclination ; I know, of nothing elfe that 
will. At leaft 1 ſpeak from what 1 feel 

myſelf. - A 

Ir I conſidered God as a epd 4 
otic Monarch, implacably ſevere to all 
5 ſubjects, except a few capriciouſly ſe- 
lected favourites, and only laviſh of his 
benefits to Theſe; I apprehend that the 
double deſolation of tlie Reprobate from in- 
| finite mifery endured and from unbounded 
- happineſs forfeited, would neither deter me 
from ſin, nor ſpur me on to virtue. For, 
though I could attempt the moſt apparent 
impoſſibilities from 1 ples of love and 
of gratitude; I could never be frighted or 

allured to any thing from ſfavift fears, or 
ſelfiſh expectations. But, when I conſider 

that my God is infinitely lovely in him- 

felf that He is my fond and generous 
Jane. that He was the firſt. to love 

e, and to love me out of nothing into the 

- Omething I now am; nay to the ineffably 
"gracious | extreme of dying for me: that 
Anus of all My diſg uftful ill qualities, He 
ll loves me on; 15 This without any ad- 
vantage to himſelf: how can I have a 

"foul and not love him to excels? and not 

dai Oy" other * for loving 4 


8 3 r 


r r x. 
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than his own- No excellence ? Ss muſt | 
I not repine, that I never can love him ſo 
much as he deſerves to be loved? how not 
| bluſh. and grieve, that (wretch as I am !) 1 
do . not even Iove him ſo much as I may and 
_ ought ? And loving him with theſe ſenti- 
ments, muſt I not tremble at the thought 
of offending him? and tremble party om 
his ſake? | . 
DAR B lovely Lord! when we re⸗ 
flect on This; how muſt not our ſouls be all 
ure filial fear of thee ! how muſt we not 
naturally prefer innumerable deaths to dead- 
ly Guilt; leſs on account of the endleſs mi- 
ſeries and loſſes That expoſes us. to, than on 
account of the infinite iniquity with which 
(if damned) we ſhould for ever injure Thee ! 

'or, who that thinks at all, but muſt think, 
that this one ſingle circumſtance is the 
Hell of hells, the Abomination of deſola- 
tions; in compariſon of which every other 

hell without it were a kind of paradiſe? 
Waar think you then, beloved Chriſ- 
tians ? is it not worth our while, to fix each 
day we live one ſerious thought on Hell ? 
If we grudge doing This ; can we deſerve to 
eſcape it ? What would the unhappy crea- 
tures, who are there already, now- Mi 
that they had done ſo while in time! h 

do they probably now curſe in vain 5 
paſt neglect of doing ſo! how juſtly may 
they not henceforth every one e (al- 
| n t hough 


- 
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ef alas, too late)“ Wretch that 1 
« was! why did I not, white 1 e the 


e time, think ſeriouſly on Hell, and d uy 
. weigh the 1 en of it before 1 raſh 


«© One of thoſe hours I formerly fer fo light 
«- by, if thus employed, Would have fuf- 
te ficed to fave me from this horrible abyſs 
% for ever. Oh time ! paſt time, at once 
“ too little an too great ! how tuch too 
ce little was it not to be fquatidered at fo 
mad a rate ! how much too abundant 
% for ſalvation, not to Teave me without 
© excuſe! firde © as it was, it was abun- 
« dantly ſufficient towards purchaſing etet- 
nal life: Yet have I 388 it all to 


«« purchaſe endleſs , e precious 
„ months and days and hours! Joh es 1 
«© cjous minutes loſt, and hever more t 


te retrieved! Little did I think, that Tſhould 


*« ever be conſtrained to hanker after them: 
% and That fo bitterly ; and That fo un- 
profitably ; and That ſo eternally.” —— 
Bay then, my dearly beloved ne 


A 
* 


troſpection of the Damned for all eter- 
nity, be of itſelf (without farther addition) 
: ſufficient ' Hell ? Doubtleſs it muſt be 
ſo. 


reproach an exceſs of defolation from infinite 


9 * endured amidſt a lake of 
ſupernatural 


cc Cs myſelf to all its defolations ! 


— 


uſt not this ſingle elf-condemning Re- 


App then to this Hell of inceſſant elf. 
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 Tuſthatuiral | Fey bes dem 
. . | e in ey 0 
Ebel Re Add to both an exceſs ef f. 
greuter dewlation from infinite Rappineſs 
and the God of all happinefs forever for- 
feited. Add to the whole the Abomiua - 
Hon of deſolation eternally committed in the 
infinite mage, with which the Repröbate 
inflexibly Se in hating and blaſphe- 
Thing the ſovereign, werds Source of all 
Goodneſs, ——Join all theſe Hells in one: 
Conſider them well in this collective point 
of view : And then (if you can) put-off for 
an inſtant the an chaten of your lives. 
Then (if you can) continue yet a While your 
evil courſes. © In a word, hen (if you can) 
feſolve to run the riſk of being — 4 
ed in Hell. But oh the Horrid, "deſperate 
reſolution ! what hutnan mind and heart can 
bear the cruel thought, the #nconth Sound 2 
Axp YET, heaven grant it be not ſa 
true, that (ſpite of all I have faid, and ſpite 
N. all which can be ſaid ro caution Sinriers 
7 nſt that dread Abyſs of Evils) too man 
| 8 iſtians ate Nill *perverſcly utiteſolved * 
leave-off drinking, wearing, lying, fraud und 
ver- reaching; ſtill unreſblvᷣed to conquer 
their Pride, their Luſts, their Envy and de- 
tracting Malice; ſtill unreſolved to break off 
That criminal engagement, acquaintance, or 
occaſion; to renounce That lurking hatred and 
tevenge, or to relinquiſh That wicked, fa- 
vourite 
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1 8 Second Diſcourſe, Re . 
vourite project: and conſequently reſolved * 
hazard a perpetual Abode in Hell |—But 
gracious heaven what a madneſs, muſt 
It be, to hazard damnation for ſo.. ſmall 
2 gain as this poor ſtarveling world can 
yield What! for fo L. altry a conqueſt _ 
(could we acquire it) as the whole Globe 
would be, to venture upon Hell ! nay three 
Hells in one! Forbid it (all-bounteous 
"Jeſus I) in thy unwearied mercy; and fave 
us from ſo ruinous a frenzy, Aſſiſt us to 
remember our laſt important Things; and 
This the dreadfuleſt of all. That remem- 
bring This, we may never dare. to offend - 
thee again: That by our conſtant aſſiduity 
in ſounding the horrible depths of This, 
wie may draw thence perpetual recruits 
of Grace and Virtue to ſtrengthen our filial 
Fear of Thee ; and thereby enable that foum- 
tain of life (after watering abundantly the 
ſpiritual paradiſe of our converted ln 
to flow-back into the abyſs of thy divine 
Love, and there drown itſelf and all our 
ſouls affections in a flood of unbounded 
Bliſs : Which ſhall make us forever expe- 
rience along with the Prophet, how great 
it the multitude of ſweetneſs, which Thou haſt 


Hecretly r reſerved, for thoſe, who truly fear and 
Moe: ha Ros 
Which, &c. 
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ETERNAL LIFE: 


10 Two Drs $COURSEs UPON « HEAVEN. 


"ex CITIES DISCOURSE. 


4 river ding: 5 the place of * 
2 to water paradiſe; which thence is 
divided into four Heads: And the IR 
river is EUPBRATES. 1 

An. ch. nt. ver. 10. 14: 


"ot \OQURAGE,. my beloved. Chriſtians! 
t- up your —— and let your hearts 
exult. The heur is come to make you 
ſome amends for all the terrors I have cauſed 
you: And now. we may addreſs: our all- 
gracious Benefactor with the pſalmiſts words, 
and ſay: Thanks to thy mercy, Lord, we 
| bave' paſſed through fire and water; and 
tbou haſt: led us * in refreſbment. Thus 
far, the Fear of the Lord; that fountain of 
Cre was ſente forth from the abyſs of 
's CON: * che * | 
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140 0 Firſt Diſcourſe. 


paradiſe of our hearts) has led us in ſpirit 
through the erging channels * death, 


judgment and hell. Before, it ſucceſſively led 


us through the perilous waters of confradic- 


tian and reſizzutiog and through the fie 
ſtream of defolation, to ſow in ſorrow 


falutary ſeed of circumſpection. And now, 


when (by their means) it has I bepe forti- 
fied our piety with a juſt horror of fin ; it 


invites us back, with the gladdening ſheathes 
of a well grounded hope, to pour all our 


affections into that place 'of eternal pleaſure, 


whence it firſt fa]lied-forth : that (replaced 
in God, our natural center) we may flow at 
liberty in a ſea of unbounded fey. So 
true are the words of Ecclefpaſtes : — River. 
return to the ſea whence they iſue-out, that 


they may flow-back ag ain. 
Gon then is ms parent abyſs, whence 


che 1 of religious Fear AY 


into our ſoul ? Yes, Chriſtians, he is: 


if we ſtrive not againſt the beneficent tide 


of that ſacred ſtream ; its reverting courſe 


will finally bear ys back directly 95 God, 
. the rid of his its TE 


| boundleſs flood of unſpeakable Joys, 
is the laft in order, of the four 5 2 Heads, 
© Rivers of Eternity figuratively alluded to 


in my Text. In other words, it is the 
myſtic River, which St. Jobn in the RE - 
eſcribes as made- 


VELATIoNs' allegorically- 
up-of the Vaters of Eternal life. And this 
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Fourth. River (fays the divine hiſtorian). zs. 
EurnkarESs; which fignifies in our lau- 

guage @ thriving; fruitful fiream. This / 
then is the fertile flood of ſolid joys, which 
will put the deſired period to your worldly, 
navigation; if you but faithfully. perſift in 
eering your preſent courſe with cliriſtian 
circumſpection. Take heart then, my be- 
loved. What, though inceſſant tempeſts 
harraſs you amidſt the rugged ſea of this 
mortal life? have patience till the ſtorm 
| blow-over. Be ſteady (I conjure) yet a lit- 
tle longer: And Heaven is your own., Be 
cheared, . ſays David :—Sing a new ſong un- 
to the Lord: For he will give joy and glad- 
refs to your hearts 3 and the bones, which are 
humbled, ſhall rejoice. 1 8 
_ AND YET on reflection (as the prophet 
obſerves) : how 520 we ing unto the Lord in 
d foreign. land? Exiles as we are from our 
paternal home, amidſt a perfidious Babylon. 
of fin and ſinful occaſions ; what language 
can we uſe but That of weeping eyes. With 
Heaven before us and {till out of our reach; 
with Ourſelves out of Heaven and in danger. 
of loſing it; what ſongs can befit us, but-la- 
mentations and fighs ? Dear brethren ! That 
Heaven is till out of our reach, is a diſmal 
reflection, without doubt: But oh ! how 
much more diſmal muſt not our caſe be, if that 
Heaven be alike out of our thoughts? That 
we are ſtill in danger of loſing Heaven, de- 
ſerves all our tears. But, alas! what tears can 


> fue 
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nd... 
ſuffice to bewail our misfortune; if that very. 
 ' danger ſcarcely alarms us! Vet is it too com- 
= mon a caſe with the Chriſtians of this degene- 
rate age : Who, leaving their licentious appe- 
tites at full liberty to lord it over their rea- 
ſon, ſuffer an empty world to rob Heaven of 
their affections; and live in that world, as 
if there really were no Heaven; or as if at 
leaſt, they coveted all their Heaven to be 
made- up of earth. Therefore it is, that 
their faith being too weak and their affec- 
tions too fleſhly to elevate their ſpirits to 
that bleſſed abode, in order to contem- 
| late its enchanting beauty ; Heaven, with 
all its Charms, is very little thought-on by 
modern Chriftians ; and {till leſs Pair - 
| 
: 


after. | | Ge \ 
WHILE then we remain in this wretch- 
ed condition, too encumbered with earth 
for lifting our minds to reconnoitre in 
thought that manſion of bliſs ; we never 
can form any tolerable idea of its tranſcend- 
ing worth: atleaſt never, unleſs the Almigh- 


ty vouchſafe to make that very Heaven 'S 
floop-down to us. But can reptiles like us, 7 
without preſumptuous abſurdity, ever hope 1 
for ſuch indulgence from God? Doubtleſs £ 
we may; if we turn but to him with all our 1 
hearts. For, what is there of good and 80 
great, which we may not hope to obtain If 
of that all-bounteous Lord; if we aſk it as as 


we ought ? Whenever therefore I recollect 


* 
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oh thn. pfalmiſt, that God has — 
done as much; that long ſince he 
down his 4 in favour of his creatures; 
I cannot deſpair of his ſtooping it again to 
us. Rather, methinks, I am all hope: 
And turning my thoughts to the myſtic 
Viſion recorded in the book of Revelations, 
T can behold in fancy the Heavens bowing- 
down from Heaven itſelf, That is, I can 
figure to my ſelf the new Feruſalem deſcend- 
ing once more from God out of Heaven. In 
a word, I can form to my mind the River 
of the waters of eternal life proceeding from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb and 
ſtreaming-down upon us (as formerly upon 
St. John) to overflow our ſouls with ſpiri- 
tual joy. With ſpeed then let us prepare to 
meet the ſacred Tide, Towards That 
henceforth let all our aims and wiſhes be 
directed, For there and only there our la- 
bours will be recompenſed, our yearnings 
gratified, and all our F ears and Cares re- 
moved. 
Heaven is the word then, my dearly 
beloved Brethren. Heaven is the Goal I 
now invite you all to ſtrive for. Yes, No- 
thing leſs than Heaven, that immenſe king- 
dom of bliſs which was prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world, is the 
Subject, which now claims your Attention. 
If the conſiderations of death, judgment, 
and bell have hitherto filled your minds with 
B b 2  _ gloomy 
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wah Firſt Ditouſ, 
'gloomy apprehenſions; a ſerious Contem- 
plation of Heaven is capable of making you 
ample amends by ſhewing you a proſpect of 
e Joys, which when poſſeſt will ſurpaſs 
your moſt ſanguine expectations. It muſt 

indeed be owned, that it is not without cauſe 
that you ſtart at the thought of thoſe three 
final evils. For the Fir of them is a danger- 
ous Aſſemblage of the myſtic waters of con- 
tradition; the Secanda hazardous concurrence 
of the figurative waters of reſtitution ; and the 
Third an eternal confluence of the thrice bit- 
ter waters of deſolatiun. And therefore are 

they truly worthy of all your abhorrence, 
But frightful as they are, they are not more 
terrifying than Heaven is inviting. How- 
ever juſtly they deſerve all your Terrors, 
Heaven full as juſtly deſerves all your emula- 
tion and yearnings. For it is a permanent 
Abyls of the precious waters of eternal hfe : 
a flood of unbounded happineſs ; and the 
only happineſs worth poſſeſſing : Becauſe (as 
I now purpoſe to ſhew you) its Joys are uni- 
verſal, and its Duration everlaſting. 
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Hair heavenly city ! celeſtial river hail ! 
Oh ! ſtoop-down to the earth once more, 
and overflow our ſouls with thy forever 

ſatiating, never palling ſweets: That, 
naufeating all which ſavours of the wotld, 
its falſe intoxicating pleaſures may vitiate 
our appetites no more, nor wean or 
_ weaken 
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weaken our hankerings after Thee. And 

Thou, O Lamb of God, whoſe preſence 

there beatifies the whole! vouchſafe to 

draw ys thither after Thee with ſuch vic- 

torious force, that we may | henceforth 
Th reliſh no repoſe till we reſt in Thee. 


Erber me not, revered Auditoes; to 


Aatter your ſenſes, by amuſing your fancy 
with a meer figurative Heaven; ſuch as the 


Angel preſented to the imagination of St. 
John an allegoric City paved with jaſper, 
encloſed-with walls -of gold, adorned with 
gates of pearl, and built on precious ſtones; 


with here a metaphoric river divided thro” 


its ſpacious ſtreets, adorned with temples, 


palaces and thrones, enriched with ever- 
bearing trees of twelve-fold growths of 


fruit; and here a ſun in one perpetual me- 
ridian :. that is, the unſpotted Lamb's 

ſplendent majeſty, darting around 8 
beams of glory; to gild the boundleſs he- 
miſphere with univerſal day. No, no. 
For, though theſe myſtic figures have their 
moyſtic meanings, yet in the letter they are 
no more than ſounds. And what idea of ce- 
leſtial joys can earthly ſounds convey ? Oh 


manſion of untold delights!” if thou couldſt 


be deſcribed by earthly tongue or pencil ; 

thou wouldſt no more be Heaven. And 
therefore it is, that the divine hiſtorian Mo/es, 
in N account of the creation, declines the 
fruitleſs 
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146 Furſt Diſcourſe, 
fruitleſs attempt with a prudence well worthy _ 
of notice. For after ſetting- out with tell- 
ing us, that in the beginning God created 
Heaven and earth, he forbears to ſay more 
of the former; and haſtens to give us ſome 
account of the latter. The earth (ſays he) 
was without form and void. The earth, he 
knew, was of eaſy detail: And therefore 
after informing us of its original non- ex- 
' Iſtence, he ventured to acquaint us with the 
reduction of the whole into exiſtence and of 
its parts into order. But as for Heaven ; 
conſcious of his eſſential inſufficiency for 
the taſk, he preſumes not to diſparage its 
unparalleled excellence by any attempt to 
deſcribe what it is; but contents himſelf 
with barely naming it. And in truth its 
Name alone is its beſt panegyric : A Name, 
which bids equal defiance to deſcription and 
praiſe. For ſo rich, ſo immenſe and ſo 
ineffable a treaſure of bliſs is poſſeſſed in that 
charming abode ; that, though Mo/es be al- 
lowed to enjoy it, neither Mojes, with all 
the familiarity God admitted him to, no 
nor millions of Moſeses could ever reach to 
expreſs its ineſtimable worth. | 
WIUAx is to be done then, Chriſtians ?— 
Shall I diſappoint your favourite wiſhes, by 
deſiſting from the arduous taſk ? No. That 
were a breach of the promiſe I have made 
you, and a diſappointment of the comfort 


you have a right to expect at my hands. 
g TY "A. 
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After lowering your ſpirits, for fo long # 


time, with a view of the manifold evils at- 
tending on vice, it is but juſt that T attempt 
to raiſe them again with a proſpe& of the 


_ ample rewards, which will crown your per- 


ſeverance in virtue. Still, to do This with 
any ſucceſs ; it will behove us to uſe our ut- 


moſt efforts to renounce our ſenſual faculties 


for the time; and to ſtrip our ideas of 
Heaven (as much as poſſible) of all that is 

Awax therefore with thoſe paltry 
rious colours in which (I dare ſay) Heaven 
has been more than once rather daubed-over 
than painted to your deluded imaginations. 
Daubings more fit to flatter your paſſions, 
than to ennoble your ſentiments; fitter to 
amuſe and deceive, than to inſtruct or amend 
u. Away with your chimerical eternal 


ſprings adorned With ever fragrant flowers: 


your perpetual autumns enriched with never- 


fading fruits: your ſpacious gardens, ſmi- 
ling proſpects, and refreſhing Zephyrs: your 
gold and gems ; and mufics, feaſts and 
entertainments in Heaven. All theſe are 
but vapour-like fumes of dreaming piety ; if 
not rather unhallowed freaks of ſenſual fa- 
naticiſm. They may indeed (as a vene- 


rable author has remarked) make-up a tole- 


rable carnal Heaven, to flatter Libertines ; 
but never can compoſe a Heaven to ſatisfy” 
or recompenſe the Righteous. All theſe” 


are 


inju- 


* 


ll 
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are ideas within the power of deſcription 5 
and things which by the painter, oratos 
and poet often are, and oftener may be, mag- 
nified. Whereas thoſe inundations of bliis 
which overflow the heavenly Feruſalem aro 
ineffably my/terious Words, which man is not 
allowed to utter. And how indeed ſhould. 
he; when St. Paul, after having a taſte f 


them, was conſtrained to declare, that eye 
hath not ſeen, ear hath not heard, nor path 


it entered into the heart of man to concerve the 


good things, which God hath prepared for 


zhoſe who love bim. In fact, too beggarly is 
the world and too empty of worth to #54 
any likeneſs.to that bleſſed abode, but. what. 
is fictitious. And therefore, to avoid being; 
groſsly deceived in our notions of its im- 
menſe beatitude, we have no other ſafe and 

certain means than to collect together, as 
well as we can, ſome of thoſe precious lil. 

tillations from it, which the Almighty 8 

Goodneſs has from time to time vouch- 
ſafed to let fall on the earth, to recteate 
therewith and fortify his faithful ſervants 
amidſt their rudeſt ſtfuggles : That from 
thoſe frugal. drops, from thoſe ſtill ſcanty 
ſamples of diſtant Heaven, we may in ſome 
degree be enabled to ſurmiſe what a Heaven 
attually preſent, what a Heaven in poſſeſſion. 
muſt be :—juſt as of old the Maelites in the 
deſart gueſſed at the redundant richneſs of 


the land of 1 by a fingle cluſter of 
the 
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the grapes; which their Spies bre rn 5 


with them, when they 1. om re- 
connoitting that Country. 


Ir were 


greatly to be vithed, my 1 


loved, that the Saints had been a ltels- leſs 
humble in this life, a little leſs reſerved ' of 
communicating to us the ſpiritual unctions, 
the divine conſolations, the liquifying fore- 
taſtes and melting reliſhes of Heaven, with 
which their celeſtial parent ſo often and:fo 
ſweetly regaled and, fortified their amorous 
ſouls upon earth; ſoftened their toils; wipeds 
off their ſweats ; and fondly helped them 


to triumph over all the 


wers of earthly 


pain and pleaſure. For oh!] were Thoſe but 
fully 
follow the ſtandard of virtue and piety, 
who now, for a miſerable hire moſt wretch= 


edly paid 
labour, fight, and 


underſtood; what Multitudes would 


by an ungrateful perfidious world, 
periſh under the banners 


of vice and folly! How many, Who noõ- - 
unadviſedly cling to the creature, would 


then inſe 


bly adhere to their all- great, 


all- wiſe, all bounteous Creator! But 2 
fore do I thus complain ? Is it not happily 


true, that 
an humble ſp 


(what through 
irit) their tongues have con- 


the dictates of 


cealed, the divine Beneficence has never- 

theleſs cauſed to be frequently revealed; 

Jometimes in the exſtatic rapture of . their 

ſenſes; other times in their in vulnerable 


fortitude of body as well as ſpirits ; and 
7» C 


G 


+ 


others © 
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others again in an unuſual radiance and ma- 

y of aſpect? View Moſes after barely 
beholding the back 'part of God, that is to 
ay, only a ſhadow of his clouded greatneſs, 

only a figure of his intrinſic glory: And 

what reſiſtleſs beams of ſplendour brighten 
all his viſage from a ſimple diſtillation of the 

Heavenly, joy dript (if J may uſe the term) 
into his "pious breaſt on that occafion ! | 
"Tranſport your Thoughts to Babylon, and 
eye the fiery furnace kindled there; ſo 
fierce on the outſide,” ſo raging all around; 
that it conveys immediate death to certain 
daring mortals, who approach it only at a 
moderate diſtance: And yet is it fo ve 
gentle within, that it reaches not to ſinge . 
ſo much as the garments ; no, nor a ſingle 
hair of the head of three illuſtrious youths 
who are walking in the midſt of it as un- 


concerned, as if in a garden of delights. Ah! 


whence (think you) were derived the raptu- 
rous joys they there appeared ſo full of ? 
Whence All their ſongs of jubilee ? and 
whence the uncommon ſplendour, which 
_ (diffuſed throughout their bleſſed frames) 
 outſhone the fire around them ?—Whence, 
{T1 ſay again but from a ſacred ſecret dew- 
fall of heavenly bliſs filtered (as it were) by 
God's all-bounteous hand into their faithful 
Souls, to — 11 refrain n n 
n _ trial S ks 
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| On Heaven. 1561 wy 
Hap! you exiſted at the ſame time with 
Chriſt's Apoſtles, and chanced to meet them 
when expelled from the unhallowed coun- 
cil of high prieſts, where they had juſt 
before been "Cad, and een and 
whence they were returning loaded with un- 
merited abuſe and ſtripes; inſtead of ſeeing 
them (as might have been expected) mourn- 
ful and groaning under their injurious treat- 
ment, you would have ſeen them not bare- 
ly ſerene, but ſhewing in their aſpect all 
the ſigns of inward exultation uſual to per- 
ſons newly raiſed to ſome uncommon dignity 
or wealth, and (fays the ſacred hiſtory) re- 
Joicing that they were accounted worthy-to 
ſuffer ignominy for the name of Jeſus. Now © 
whence, I beſeech you, could they, amidſt 
their ſufferings, draw this viſible tranſport of 
- unuſual joy (ſeemingly ſo incompatible with 
their actual ſituation) but from a ſecret 
foretaſte of the Joys above? | 4 
Look through the annals of Chriſti. 
2 and there you will find at almoſt 
every ſtep innumerable inſtances of holy 
perions of every ſex and age and ſtate, 
from the palace to the want to confirm 
this truth. There you will meet with nu- 
merous examples of princes, peaſants; peo- 
ple young and old; grey-headed men, un- 
ee {triplings ; grave matrons and gay 
young virgins, embracing by choice a life 
of labour, hunger, nudity, contempt, op- 
; 45 "Ss: 1 
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preſſion, want and all thoſe mortifying cir- 
cumſtances, which the world and its adhe- 
rents ſhun with diſdain and horror: And 
(which is aſtoniſhing) you will find them 
rejoicing therein, triumphing therein, and 
(as if unable to contain the exceſs of inward 
pleaſure they conceive therein) often hurried 
in ſome degree out of themſelves with ex- 
ſtaſies of ſpiritual ſweetneſs. Now, what 
da you ſuppoſe could work ſuch wondrous 
effects, ſuch powerful exertions of more than 
human fortitude in merely human frames ? 
What could produce ſuch overflowing tides 
of ſpiritual gladneſs in fleſhly boſoms amidſt 
the moſt dejecting circumſtances? Combine 


the experienced pſalmiſt's ſayings together; 


and Thoſe with His and many another Saint's 
deportment : And you may eaſily unveil the 
Myſtery. „ So empty {methinks I hear bim 
« /ay) fo impotent is the world to ſatiate 
« the heart of man, that my ſoul has refuſed 
« all conſolation from it. But, when I e 
t came mindful of God and his ineffable plea- 
* ſures; oh! then I was raviſhed with delight. 
Fes, 1 was ſeized 101th ſuch overpowering 
« joy; that my ſpirit fainted with the ſweet 
« exceſs.” Oh my revered Chriſtians then! 
if one ſingle drop (as we may ſay) of ſpiri- 
tual comfort thus diſtilled from diſtant Hear 
ven can throw the vaſt capacious heart of 
man into the like convulſions of redundant 
joy it can overpower the human ſpi- 
| rits 
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rits with ſuch heart felt tranſports, that a 
David, with all his fortitude and ſupernatu- 
ral vigour, was not able to recolle& the 
ſweetneſs of it without fainting with ideal 
pleaſure.— If it can force the utmoſt 
energy of. * eloquence to confeſs thro 
the mouth of St. Paul, that its ſweet effects 
are not to be deſcribed but with imnefable 

_ wards, which Man 1s. not. allowed to ut- 
ter: oh what will the caſe be, when a 
whole Heaven breaking-down its flood- 
gates ſhall pour on the foul the mighty 
torrent of its riches ! What will the hat be 
(oh my God I) when, as thy pſalmiſt ſays, 
thy Elect will be meoriated rite drunk as 
it were) with the plenty of thy houſe | 7 
What, I ſay once more, when no longer a 

_ diflant Heaven will drip into the ſoul a few 
and thoſe but fechle reliſhes of its tranſcen- 
dent deli ights, but the whole raviſhed ſoul 
ſhall be „ Ae in a boundleſs flood of 
bliſs amidſt that Heaven paſſeſſed?⸗- 
Say, holy martyrs ! . noble. aſſertors of 
the cauſe of God! Thou bleſt Bartholo- 
me not barely ſcalped but flead alive 
from head to foot | Thou favorite diſciple 
immerſed in fervent oil! Thou valorous Ste- 
phen amidſt a ſhawer of ſtones ! Thou too 
victorious Laurence on thy fiery-gridiron ! 
Ye, glorious Agnes, Katherine, Agatha and 
Lucy amidſt your flames and wheels and 

| rack Say ne. champions of every 


nation 
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nation ſex and age 1— Has this poor paltry 
globe of parti-coloured clay any ſweets to 
match with Thoſe, which, copioully diſtill- 
ing from the joys of Heaven into your faith- 
ful fouls, helped you to extract delight from 


your acuteſt torments ? - | know not 
what impreſſion the er unconcern and 


| gaiety of thoſe facred Martyrs amidſt their 
tortures might A ep on the hearts of other 


Chriſtians.” know they * a very 


deep one on my own. 


F nave frequently read (in {his Rolls 


of primitive chriſtianity) of venerable old 
men finging-forth hymns of divine praiſe in 
the midſt of the moſt ardent. flames; of 


very infants By exulting in the bittereſt 
torments; of tender virgins deſpiſing the 
crueleſt anguiſh and challenging their ty- 
rant to augment his fury. . I have even read 
in the Second of Maccabees, and have bathed 


with tears the ſacred page while my entran- 


ced imagination ſeemed to behold, the ſtu- 
ndous combat or triumph (I know not 
which to call it) of Seven noble brethren 


and their valiant mother, all vying to ſup- 


ort the cauſe of uncreated Majeſty. There 
butica” in contemplative reverence I have 


beheld them conducted to the throne of 


Antiochus and commanded to eat of the 
polluted offerings made to falſe Gods, in 
contempt of the True One : When the * 5 


2725 WD more than manly fortitude (bid- 
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ding defiance to the impious monarch's will 
and to all the tortures with which, he ſtrove 
to enforce it) ſuffered themſelves to be diſ- 
- membered, torn Piece-meal, fried- alive; 
and ſtill. exulted: Still (heartening one- 
another to die manfully) looked with vie- 
torious ſcorn upon their tyrant; ſmiled 
upon their executioners and their inſtru- 
ments of anguiſh ; and finally expired with 
the praiſes of God on their lips, and rap- 
tures of holy joy in their hearts. There too 
have I mentally ſeen the Youngeſt of thoſe 
youthful heroes nobly inſult and triumph 
over the ruder efforts of . halt-diſarmed bar- 
barity; while courted, careſſed, and baited, 
with ſoothing promiſes of wealth and gran- 
deur to give- up the cauſe of piety, and 
thus to obtain a life of affluence and ſplen- 
dour inſtead of all the excruciating tortures 
of his brethren, which were to be renewed 
in him with treble fierceneſs, in caſe of his 
refuſal. And ſtill, methinks, I ſee this pro- 
digy of valour (as heretofore) magnani- 
mouſly ſpurn at the impious exchange, and 
with intrepid gaiety ſuſtain the utmoſt ef- 
forts of exaſperated. cruelty rather than ex- 
cept the falſe indulgence proffered. And 
oh the miracle, of a mother how. have 1 
not been all admiration, while I beheld the 
illuſtrious matron greedily devouring every; 
torture of her glorious Offspring; and {till 
bravely exhorting them to ſuffer on with 

courage 
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courage to the laſt: More ſollicitous 3 
give them back to God, at the expence of 
appropriating all their preſent pangs, than 
ſhe formerly had been to be releaſed from 
a mother's throws by bringing them into 
the world. Oh truly wondrous! mother! 
or (as the facred text expreſſes it) Mother 
ond all meaſure marvellous | who in one 
day's ſpace beheld her ſeven children moſt 
__ cruelly butchered in her preſence ; and bore 
the fight with a heart full of valour. She bare 
it, with a good heart (ſays the holy writer) 
becauſe of the hope ſhe had in Cod. And ſo 
truly good was the heart ſhe bore it with, 
that ſhe gloriouſly crown'd the ſeven- fold 
martyrdom her children's ſlaughter had 
wrought in her bowels with the butchery 
ſhe afterwards endured in her limbs; and 
thus nobly confirmed the piety of her mater- 
nal exhortations with her unſhaken conſtan- 
cy in the practice of filial fear and rl 
1 | 
Now in fight of Ren exaltels* bravery, / 
what muſt not the emotions be of every 
chriſtian heart? will not every one be diſ- 
me to-cry out with tranſport : Oh ! from 
eaven, doubtleſs from Heaven there muſt 
have fallen into the boſom of thoſe ſacred 
heroes, ſome drop of its pain-defying bliſs, to 
ſeaſon ſuch excruciating torments, and render 
ſuch extremes of agony thus precious to the 
ſenſe. Yes, ( methinks, the martyred pro- 


phet 
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bet Jeremiah anſwers in the name 9 9 


. it muſt be ſo. For. wliat elſe could Vt. | 
«© the like effect i in = ? what other —— | 


* could give new vigour to this droo 
* frame, when almoſt cruſhed ben 
« weightof woes ? How was I not nigh ki 
« loſt toevery comfort, when from that bleſt 


* abode a precious dew-fall of ſupetnatural 


e vigour lighting on me became 4 fire 
 « glowing in my heart, and ſpread through 
& my very bones a joy ſo much too mighty 
_ * for my eatthly ſenſe to hear, that I fain#- 
© ef away, inkths to to 3 425 * extreme 
te delight. 

Bur the more we reflect, che more our 


aſtoniſhment will be juſt, and the more it 


will prompt us to cry-out with increaſing 
admiration :=——If one frugal reliſh of bea- 
titude diſtilled thus from diſtant Heaven; 
—if one drop of celeſtial comfort can foften 


thus, nay . lull the ſharpeſt pots 3 2 


refreſhment with the nds flames ; and 


fill with jubilee the breaſt of men, whoſe 


bodies are confined to rot in loathſome dun- 
geons, or are ſawing, tearing and diſmem- 


ring on the rack; oh Heaven oh flood 


of glory ! oh torrent of deli hte! — hat 
then muſt be the fweet abyſs itſelf e 
unmeaſutable joys If there be ſuch 

hops found in ſtruggling on the felFof 
battle amidſt unnumbered launces, in ex- 
pectation of 814 8 muſt i it 21 to tei- 
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Bounty ; re / mei binłt to my ra- 
viſhed mind, 0 almoſt iofinite of the 
vaſt, i nſpeakable happineſs, 
FS vhict is magnificence overflows the 


While in the zenith. of its. 5 lendour. As 
the. _ of 5 es, the rods or 

e ;Egyptian f ap the. ſcep- 
ter, 0 "- iff Rome the —.— 


| ſcepters:of, the 72 7 1 5 Ped: were abſo- 


plenty, riches, þ leaſures and  magnificenec 
5 175 * Walls! And well they 
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8 e amidſt Ade | 
heart! 1 7 (as the 


15 AY found i in hoping, 
ing for Thee; what and how _ 
alight be ol ſeeing, holding 


wee bleec 
7 ſt the 


No > 281 collect the] native propen- 
10 ak infigite Love, to communicate 
Fe immenks treaſire of his 


heavenly: Fer; ae Doubtleſs Chriſtians, 
you have read or heard of the gmazing 


Sovereigns of; th the world; nay its fim- 
tl citizens . ſelves than 50 
archs) were honoured, courted and often 


1 by thoſe 82 Jags wore a diadem. What 


gab t. the ſeveral Nations of. the 
aſla- 


globe, (bc bens „ yoke of its v 
wage): 
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empires? And wh ere 22 Wangen 
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and mighty Being pour ſy yaſt, a proh 

of opulence, u 127 Weh ngle Capital, but 
that (in quality of the 7 8 ewarder of al 
Ae de Em t eo 


the moral yirtues of its ym tobe as St. 
Auguſtin 1ong,  ince judiciouſly ren; rked 1 
his treatiſe. on the city of God ? But:l--did 
ot, the almighty know. how. greatly I. r 
rimes e e their virtues in 19855 : 
neſs and number ? Was he not appriſed of 
For luxury, inceſts and maſſacres? Was 
he not well acquainted. with their idolatries 
0d other manifold. exceſſes? Ves: God 
ew, and ſaw them all, IIe ſaw and 
weighed . the crimes. of tha aſpiring , city; 
and found them too many and enormqus not 
to exclude its boaſted heroes from eter- 
nal bleſſings. He ſaw and weighed its 
virtues too; wt found their W defici- 
ent. "Their virtues in. his. e 
were merely vice in maſquerade, and 
their nobleſt actions prompted by vanity, 
ambition, avarice, revenge and other ſuch- 
like tainted principles. ut then the deeds 
themſelves were great and And 
therefore not to leave the practiſers of them 


wholly * he payed them in this 
2 life 
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life with that KOT overflow of tem- 8 


poral hap pineſs. — 


Heng 2 let us t try to ü our Con- 
jectures from 3 —4 to the heavenly 
eraſer, where God lays open all the 
treaſures of his bliſs. Now 2 and whom 


does he there behold ? Oh! there he ſees 


the Love and Purity of all his Saints. 
He fees whole millions of righteous ſouls, 
Heroes of every nation, Nate, and ſex, and 
age; who have lived on earth as if not i 
it: Princes, nobles, citizens and peafants: 
Men jn ſhort of every ſphere, who held in 
ſcorn the pomps and pleaſures of the earth: 
Women of every rank from cottages to 
courts ; who nobly trampled on their ſex's 
delicacy, to cling to their loved Creator 
with greater force and freedom. There too 
he ſees unnumbered valiant fouls from bud- 
ding youth to withering dectepidnefs, who 
__ for his ſake - braved every power of 
: There in a_ word he fees innume- 
— multitudes of his faichful ſervants, 


both penitents and innocents ; who learned, 


while yet converſant in the fleſh, to putify 
their ſpirit from all which was diſpleaſing 
to him, and to ſet no other value upon, tem- 
poral life, than as an inſtrument of for- 
warding his glory.—What ! Does the Al- 
mighty ſee all This in his celeſtial kingdom ? 
„% Oh! then {cries a holy Father of the 
| 8 church} 
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as church} what human mind is vaſt enough _ 
« to comprehend the immenſe good things, 
with which the God, who owns it all, will 
66 recompenſe ſo much exalted merit ?” In 
fact, wit how. ofuſe a hand may we not 
ex ect that our liberal Lord, on ſeeing This, 
Sl. exert his bounty to the righteous; ; when 
| he has been .{o.. generous to the wicked? 
What unbounded ſtores of heavenly bliſs 
may we not naturally conclude, that He will 
ow. on his friends; 3 when, we recollect 
how unteſerved a portion of earth y felicity 
he deal d- out to his prof feſt enemies? Doubt» 
leſs (revered Chriſtians I) ſo unreſerved, God, 
will be of his bliſs to his ſaints in heaven, 
that he will there make them ſharers in the 
whole treaſure of his greatneſs and glory. 
But what do I. talk of ſharers? He will 
beſtow. on them bis All: He will endow 
them with Himſelf. 4 (ſays the Lord) 1 my 
2 if will be your Protector and Jour" immenſe 
Reward, _ 

"me 30 evident then, 9 that the. 
joys of the Righteous in Heaven, muſt needs, 
be univerſal ; fince their portion will be, 
nothing leſs than God himſelf; the divine 
Alpha wy Omega ; the Beginning and End 5 
of all that is; who, reaching. from end. to 
end ' power fully | and diſpofing all hin gs ſmeet- 
ly, is all at once both the center and circum- 
ference of All that i is deſirable. Al there- 


fore 


162 Firſt Diſcourſe: 
fore which can be ſaid, towards forming ar 
adequate conception in this life of the ex- 
alted excellence of thoſe univerſal j Joys, falls 
infinitely ſhort of what They are in them- 
ſelves. And yet all this immenſity of hap- 
pineſs, which is laid-u = in ſtore for Goc 's | 
faithful ſervants, would nevertheleſs be ſtill 
imperfeR, and ſtill inſufficient to gratify the 
capacious heart of man, or to expreſs the 
boundleſs liberality of his Creator; if chat 
| happineſs were not as permanent in its du- 


ration, as it is extenſive in its worth. — 


This is the grand circumſtance which crowns. 
the joys of Heaven, and renders its holy in- 
habitants bleſſed indeed; and without whiet/ 
they could not with ſtri& propriety be call- 
ed fo. For, as St. Auguſim remarks, ** That 
« is not true beatitude, the eternal perma- 
«© 'nence of which is a matter of doubt. * 
Now ſo true is the holy Father's obſervation, 
that I will be bold to ſay, that the very leaſt 
of all thoſe ineffable ſweets, which flow from 
the beatific viſion, being crowned with eter- 
nity are infinitely more valuable, than All 
the farther innundations of bliſs, which 
Heaven abounds with, could be; were Theſe 
to be finally ended, even after millions of 
ages. And where is the wonder; ſince the 
greater the felicity of the righteous were for 
a time, the more their enjoyment of it muſt 


be allayed 5 the grating circumſtance 'of 
knowing 


A+ 


ON HEV. 765 


x t6 decay. Nothing lefs therefore 
Fcontent the cravit , 


tal man, nor ly the infinite mu 
of ag 2N-b6atte6us Deity, thah'*gracicuſty 
to diſpoſe (4s he did) that the edits 
his"! ect be n ot oni u miert bare ever. 
e che There, beloved chene 
add a few words to awaken your juſt atten- 


tion to the ineffable r of our al- 

ighty BetiefaQtor, in thus ſuperabundantly 

ewarding the litfle'temporal' efforts of his 
uſeleſs' Nane with a whole eternity of ſuch 
unteaſured recompence. For ſurely the 
confideration of That alone muſt ſuffice Nt in- 
flame every power of your ſouls with a reſt- 
leſs defies t to correſpond to ſuch unparalleled 
Love. But it is time to diſmiſs you for the 
preſent, ere your itmparience*get the better 
of your piety and tempt, you'to loſe fight 
of the PR nay; reſt ptepated for you, by too 
lo an interrup tion 55 that eaſe you 25 ſo 
inclined to indale .I hall Mercthrs remit 


the farther © con deration of this endeating 


argument to my next diſcourſe, With which 


5 Wares OE” "eternal 


through. the myſtic 1999 30 
: ; "3 ; E 3154 } 


. 


"Fo R he preſent then, my beloved, con 
tent you with diaz ark refteQing, 


kong; tht doe at the long run be 
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that there is a Heaven prepared for you of 
immenſe felicity, ſuch as neither tongue can 
utter, nor thought. conceive : — a Heayen 
which abounds with all delights, that heart 
can wiſh, or God beſtow: A Heaven anger! 
in its joys; becauſe; its inhabitants are en- 
riched with the beatitude, the glory, and 
the infinite perfections of God, nay. with 


God himſelf, . And let the proſpeRt of That 
animate you to do ſomething. for the ſervice 


4 4 . 


of 2 Lord, who is ſo liberal in_rewarding 
your unavailing ſervices. . Let the hopes of 
obtaining That arm you with patience and 
fortitude. to bear your preſent evils for his 
ſake ; let the fear of loſing That deter you 


— 


from gratifying your licentious appetites with 
the fte pod: of the earth; and let your ap- 
prehenſions of loſing That be chiefly derived 
from motives of love and gratitude to the 
divine author of That and You ; that is, not 
ſo much from a dread of lo ſing the joys in- 
ſeparably annexed to the poſſeſſion of him, 
as from a dread. of being excluded the pri- 
viledge of eternally praiſing and adoring 
F 
member your laſt things, and you will never 
«:.. = This, the moſt deſirable of 
them, forever in your light : And the re- 
eruits of piety you will draw from thence, 
will fo, abundantly ſtrengthen your filial 
hopes and fears, that, after watering the. 
mmm 


: 


165 
ſpiritual Fae of your converted hearts 
with growing grace and virtue, it will flow- 
b your affections into the abyſs. 
4 uncreated Love where your fouls will 
be; replied with the waters of eternal 

and where tbe righteous « will be 'feaſted 
and rejaiced in the preſence 25 
deli with that ſubſtan i 
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A river iſſued-out of the place of plea- 

ſure, to water paradiſe; which thence is 

divided into four Heads: And the fourth 
river is EUPHRATES. 


Gen. ch. ii. ver. 10. 14. 


T mult be confeſſed, revered Auditors, 
that Heaven (the myſtic Euphrates al- 
luded to in the figurative 8enſe of my Text) 


is a truly thriving "and fruitful Stream : 


Since, as we have already ſeen in part, it 
affords to its blefſed inhabitants an immenſe 
flood of ſuch exquiſite delights ; that, tho' 
they may be foretaſted in this life, they are 


not to be expreſſed. In fact the beatitude 
of Heaven, in ſome degree and by partici- 


pation, has This in common with the per- 


feRions of its divine Author, that the more 


we attempt to meaſure it with our feeble 
underſtandings, the more we are forced to 
acknowledge that it is abſolutely unmeaſur- 

| | . able. 


Qu: Heavens 
1 chat the only knowledge 
4 collection of ane je. 


able” 
po 15 15 jog 10 co TEE our: 
100 er 54 
lelxen e am W e eg {| paine of. view 
1 We. can 0 Be 2 
tranſeending excellente, is That of de- 


Xp y ce fo the tranſcending. 


0.,acquire, af it in th 
ag & f den ba dos . 
conliſts r yaded, 


of the ſubſtance from. the extragrdinary;plea 
agel of the 
cCluding with a kind of ahſtracti ractive demon- 
Rain that the Charms. of the celeſtial 
| 1 eru/alem muſt needs be immenſe, ſinoe its 
cred on) Wk (7 may er the ex- 

ſſion) are ſupe ative ench anti 
HERE,is no poſſihility then 9 Age 
ing Heaven in a perceptible A to. mor- 
tal eyes or intellects. We may indeed call 


it with the pfalmiſt, a multitude of SWEETS: 


But then we muſt at ihe ſame time add with 


him, that it is a un Belt of latent ſiusets, 


which the almighty Be wg of 7 — -has 
Placed. high above, oo preſent 1 
We way indeed ſtile. it with St. John, 2 
delicious manna diſtilling into the ſouls of 
dhe glorified Righteous from the clear and 
3 Sight of God: But we, muſt ſtill 


acknowledge with that holy Apoſtle, that | 
it is a hidden manna, of which we are inca- 
6 * 
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_— 8 . | 
bois this ſide the grave of forming an) 
competent idea.” 2 In ft ort we ate we | 
by Chriſt hit , to compare it, for Its 
abündance, to 4 mighty 7. ute. And 
ſuch ir us in reality; but F KA a "fetrered 
hb reafure, ſo far 48075 the reach of our mor- 
= penetration, ” that all we can ps 740 | 
know of it is, tht "the 150204 $ it affords muſt 

"needs be ſupteme, 6 and aniverſally 
ſo; becauſe, in 50 bliſsful manſion the 
Righhtobus are ſure of f fefling God, with 

all the plenitude of his divine pe ections, as 4s 
he himſelf. uy * reſfely: declared to them. 

T myſelf, ſays th rd, will be your Pro- 

Hor, and your e Reward. 

Fs, * oh, deafly beloved falow ſtrug- 
lers! If once you are ſo happy as to en- 
ter Heaven; dete you will poſſeſs God 
whole and entire, There you will fee him, 
no more as in 4 mitrour, in an enigma, or 
myſterious figure; but clearly in himſelf 
*. face to face. There, by thus behold- 

ing him without a veil, you will enjoy him 
without reſerve. And that 1 88 ſight 


will communicate to your nature ſo much 
T3} genuine excellence, that God will be wholly 
= 1 "Yours and you His. It will raiſe you at 
1 dc ſuch an ineffable likeneſs to Him, that 
1 you will become impeccable like God, and 


therefore immortal, and unchangeable like 
God} in a word, free, happy, and eternal, 

184 like God. . ſays his divine Secretary; 

1 | | | | We 


K ²— Ns #15 Bear ane — F r * 
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| 3. a es. ONS thn, JE K 
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SZ 


ts, on” Fre 6g 
We, 2 all be He unto Him, beruhe we h fee 
him" aft. 4 Be ir. Since therefore We our- 
fol, in heaven, ſhall become thus per- 
fectly like unto Ham f it follows of courſe 
that Sur Happinefs alſo is, and muſt neceſ- 
5 be like unto His: that is; às T have al- 
ready hefetofore obſerved, not only"icnfverſal 
in its Js, but eternal in its duration 
: RIGS * 4821 I 18212 lie nie i 10 
GNA Gov then, Abe, to enflame our 
1 with an ardent love of Thee, and 
888 us on to virtue, doſt mercifully deign, 
not ofly to promiſe a boundleſs and un- 


© ending recompenſe to the faithful" efforts 


of chy unprofiable ſervants, but Geese to 
"A be thyſelf that recompenſe !—oh ! make 
us ſenſible of this ineftimable favour. 'And 
Ka help us ſo to correſpond to this 
E of my with perfoveria grati- 
tude and love; that henceforth thirſting 
after nothing in this life but thy almiglity 
Self we may © hereafter be admitted 
among thy ſaints to allay that 2 thirſt, 
and drink our fill of unwver/al N 

— bliS'i in' thy divine embraces. = 

$A ei) 2 ne 
Harries is an object 5 very Jefle- 
| able in itſelf; that, as the great St. Au- 
guſtin lays, the bare found: of the Word 
wks in an inſtant the whole attention 
of all Men. There is No- body in life, who 
is not enamoured with it: No-body, Who 
1 | 0 


— 


| — with; hore —— 
It. i is \A/ loadſtone that” efitibly Attracts 


every heart ; and it 1 be goal, 
Kant: 


For bew in 9e 


which our hearts will rejoice; 


r r e e e e / / By Bye es 0 — de. 
, 
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which all human nature lives in the con- 
purſuit of. How ſhall we; then ac- 
Durs Kr. the fewneſs of thoſe who N 
a the poſſeſſion of it? Why, the 
Naß is Saniteftly This, that the generality 
of mankind, miſtakenly ſeek it where it 
does not exiſt, namely, in the tranſitory 
goods of this life. And therefore it is not 
at all amazing chat they never attain it. 
ſſible — — all, that. periſh- 
able objects ſhould — fopls? 
or "ay rational 1 oC ever be ren- 
dered compl ppy by things unſpeak- 
ably — No, my God l thou 


_ art capable of totally ſatisfying — 
hearts of thy on creating. 


It is even ſo, 


Chriſtians. Nothing leſs than Heaven can 
make us truly happy; and nothing leſs 
will be our portion there than God himſelf 
the only real, eſſential, univerſal perma- 
nent Good; a Good in the poſſeſſion of 
and our joys, 
as our heavenly maſter aſſures us, no man 
ſhall take from us. In Heaven the truly 
Virtuous will be truly content, becauſe. they 
will have every cauſe ſo to be: Their Joys 
being ſecured to them forever, without 
danger or fear of any diſturbance within, 


or of any alarms — without. For the 
great 


ce = 
rer of their virtue wü be the 


N der os merit, and the ple 
5 9 T wil 8 be their umi 


75 77 _— go that in Him they 
Will find rg e good thipgs their hearts 
can defire ; life, vigour, beauty, ag 
eng ſubſtantial J. and beveref 


9 my beloved fellow Chriſtians! 90 wit 
an immenſity of bliſs then does virtue invite 
us to poſſeſs! what an immenſity of bliſs 
do our r paſſions prompt us to fquander ! oh 
Heaven 
of our hopes and fears ! what floods of joy 
ſhall I be repleniſhed with, if ba appily 74 
ng Thee! what wealth ſhal! I have 


Cale 11 current ! bitter as it is, to linger 
in this diſtant Babylon, ſtill exiled from 
thy enchanting banks: More bitter by 
far is the miſery of living i in 2 cruel dan 
ger of never reaching 1 Whenever 

erefore for a minute I try * ſtreach my 
earthly chain, to ſend up a wiſhful ſigh in 


” ſearch of Thee ; how ts 1 Nel chat Tuul- 


ſigh, recoil back half diſpirited to 
2 breaſt! how is not the joyful 
Nice of my future triumph there, 1 
ed with juſt diſmay, when J reflect on the 
uncertain victory, the dubious iſſue of my 
e here / But whither does TIONS 


hurry 


4 heir Cad, Tays he, and 


oh tiver of delights ! Juſt fubj ect 


ſquandered, if fatally I loſe Thee! 
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— Wbile loſt in ; thought, I 


dom towards 
hriſtians, ; are 


buy me {— 
ſuffer my wiſhes to rove. at rt 


that bliſ 1 manſion; Nou, C 


inwardly perhaps reproaching me with ne · 


gleR, in that as yet I have not given you | 


one feeble ſketch £5 its enchanting beauty 


and delights, 'T own. the fault, my Eine, 


And ch that I knew but how to mend it ! 


Whereas whence, I'befeech you; or from 


what model ſhall I ; borrow the outlines, 
to delineate even to your conjectures the 


charms of that delightful abode ? If aught 


could avail me towards the lofty undertak- 


ing; it were ſurely. the pencil of the pro- 
phet Laab, that ſacred repoſitory of the al- 
mi s Choiceſt ſecrets. And yet ſhould 8 
I ſeek his aid towards deſcribing what Hea- 
ven ir; even He would own himſelf unequal 


to the taſk. Even He would tell me, that to 


form an ey. E N I muſt myſelf be- 
hold it. fee it (lays the ſacred 
nan es af 1 your heart vill 
rejoice beyond E Bans ben you fee it ; 
ſuch will be the exceſs of your joy, that 
your very bones will bloſſom and bud-forth 
delight. Till then the almighty himſelf, 


by the ſame holy prophet's mouth, . bids us 
be content to know no more 6 Heaven 


| than, that here all things will be well with 


us. Tell the righteous, ſays the Lord, that 
He ſhrall be well. But here, methinks I hear 


Yours murmur to yourſelves 5 " Well ! / What 
lee 


W — | "0% 
tan api flatneſs of expreſſion ] Are all 
1 our ſanguine expectations then ta dwin- 
t dle into the ſimple circumſtance of only 
t being ? Ah Chriſtians ! what more 
(1 intreat you) can your warmeſt wiſhes 
dim at, than being well forever 2 What 
can God be more, than what in his own 
divine nature he is, from all eternity eſſen- 
tially and ſuptemely well? And uhat more 
can his moſt perfect creatures aſpite to be 
than by participation of his glory, eternally 
like him eomę _ well? Wherefore ſays 
the Lord to his prophet: Toll ebe righte= 


ous Mis" — be ſhall be well. Oh the la- 


age | bot oh how full ef felid 


gend we can deſire ; to wiſh for nothing 
more than we poſſeſs; and to be certain 
that our ener it will never end or 


decreaſe. An earthly prince can make his 


ſubjects wealthy, with a ſingle word. One 


breath of his can raiſe them to the ſum- 8 


mit of worldly honour, pomp and af- 


fluence: But all his princely power cannot 
inſure to them the permanence of thoſe 


goods, nor the certainty of bein r 


ly ſatisfied,” or truly well. — 
nities' and opulence he laviſh upon them : 


Whatever eaſe and paſtime thoſe fuvours 


procure to a man; the whole may prove 


infefficient to afford him contentment: or 


1 
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174 Second” Diſcourſe. CEN 
that contentment may be palled by conti- 
nuance, or deſtroyed by an foreign diſtur- 
bance. Grandeur, parade and wealth and 

pleaſures; aſſemblies, balls and concerts; 
feaſts, ſports, and public entertainments 0 
urig and even triumphs, may in their 
ral turns amuſe awhile, but never can 
content: Nay they muſt be interrupted, 
and the ſenſes be relieved by other ſucceed- 
ing objects, in order not to tire. For all 
are but ſhallow, ſeparate Areas; which: 
cannot flow into the heart together. And 
even if they could; they are too poor and 
ſeanty to fill and ſatisfy it: and conſequent- 
ly inſufficient to compleat its happineſs and 
make it truly well. How very different is, 
the caſe of the righteous man in Heaven ! 
Tell him ſays the Lord, that there he ſhall. 
be well. — Ves: Well in body and in foul; 
well in honour, pleaſures, health and peace 
and plenty : Well, in ſecurely pollefling 
all his own happineſs; all the happi- 
neſs of his fellow ſaints; and all the 
happineſs of his divine Benefactor. / 
the righteous man, that he ſhall be well; 
becauſe the felicity he will there poſſeſs will 
be ineffable, was ty For and everlaſti 
ell; becauſe poſſeſſing all he can wiſh, he 
will always delight with equal ardour in 
what he poſſeſſes: and ſuperlatively well; 
| becauſe his deſires being exempt from diſ- 
quiet, his enjoyment will be free from diſ- 

taſte. In a word {ſatan l] as _— 10 

al 


* 5 8 4 % 4 oO N a * 
* nn . e e e eee eee 3 —— "IO 
is J F of, A 2 4 " A M * * 
* — * 2 N CEE EY 9 O95 * OT” = oh © a * * TESTO PS PSI 4 8 „ * * - - 
* * 0 7 N We TY no > JF 7 POLY FE - . * . * 15 i, Ss. 7 


„ On HEAVEN. 1 
Heaven is, tell them in one word; and let 
that word be, 'wELL. Not all the-powers 
of created language, though exerted in a 
. thouſand volumes, can furniſh a nobler 
| conception of the joys of Heaven, chan the 
| laconic expreſſion—owell. 1 
| WA thanks then, reyered Chriſtians ; 
5 what gratitude and love do we not owe to 
= our almighty Benefactor for his unbounded 
| bounty, in thus condeſcending not only to 
accept our unprofitable ſervices, but even 
1 to reward them with ſuch a ſhare of happi- 
g neſs as will make us forever compleatly 
„ well? a happineſs not only univerſal in its 
| joys, but everlaſting in its duration? Hadſt 
thou, my God, been fatisfied with barely 
giving us one year of heavenly bliſs for every 
year of our poor, feeble, uſeleſ efforts in 
thy ſervice; ſtill muſt we have acknowledg- 
ed Thee to be exuberantly liberal: For 
what proportion is or can there be between 
our ragged merits and thy celeſtial recom» + 
pences ? How unworthy, : as thy Apoſtle; 
ſays, are all our ſufferings of this life; how 
unfit to be compared with the leaſt portion 
of the future glory which is to be revealed in [| 
us ? And nevertheleſs (oh  inexhauſtible , nl 
ſource of goodneſs I) ſuch is thy infinite 
magnificence ; that Thou not only payeſt Us I 
a year of uſcleſs ſervice with an age of re- 3 
compencez but even requiteſt a days, a 
90 $68: . night's, 
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Second Diſcourſe. 

night's, an hour's, nay oftentimes a "AT 
minute's effort o pleaſe Thee; a cup of. 
cold water given in thy name; à ſolitary 
wiſh'; a bare defire- to ſerve Thee, where 
the power is wanting to'domore ;-andrequi-- 
teſt it with health of body, peace of mind, 
delight of heart, and all the glory, joy and 

happineſs of foul; which the fight, - enjoy- 
merit} love and c praiſe of Thee can give: 
And all chis not only during a million of 
ages (a ſpace almoſt beyond the ſtretch of 
human thought) but even Kringe ha muſty 
unlimited eternity.” DET FRE 1 2 G3 
DART beloved ins 1 If al this 

be ſtill too little to ſatiate your e | 
to now what Heaven is; what ſhall I ſay? 
Eyen try yourſelves to ſnatch a paſſing ſore- 
taſte of it. Summon to your aid for that 
intent, all the pureſt and moſt refined mou 
fections of your ſouls : And nobly 
ſoar lin contemplation to the bleſſed — 
above. Figure each one to yourſelf, that 
the aufpieious hour ſtrikes, when death is 
to trafifmit' you to your Maker's preſence. 
Come then I It is time, we will ſuy, to die: 
And you I will fuppole) have lived ſo in- 
nocent, ar are become ſo penitent, that 
vou hase abſolutely nothing to obſttuct your 
— flight to Heaven. Thrice happy 
ſorls;' eps 1 6 be in ſuck an enviable 
tate 19 Wing — 4 your yy erous way. 
DO this paltry 3 fairer world is 


waiting 


On Heaven. 177 

waiting for you.——lt is done.——Pare- 

wel, relations! farewel, mortal friends! 
corruption ! earth! farewel. Already 
{methinks } your unentangled ſpirits take 
their joyous flight. Quick as unbodied 
thought you pals the elements, the ſun, the 


ſtars, the higheſt firmament: and high above 
all that is corporeal, you gaze on Heaven; 
and the victorious hoſts of Heaven are ga- 


zing all on you. Oh the exſtatie jubiſee, 


which reigns on both ſides ! If ſpecial glad- 
_ neſs. glows: in all thoſe generous ſouls (as 


their almighty Lord and ours tells us) for 
the converſion, of every ſinner upon earth, 


though: This be ſtill in danger of relapſing 
into ſin and being damned at laſt 3 think 
what an encreaſe of joy muſt fill thaſe bleſſ- 


ed citizens at meeting Y our embraces, when 


in no mote hazards of loſing you. If the 
bare tranſient ſmiles of a mortal creatare, 
that 1s deat” to yon, ſhall often warm your 


hearts with an uncommon glee; think iwhae 


a torrent of delight will! overflow your 
breaſts, when you behold the exulting love 
with which: thoſe imtnortal Beings will ſally- 
forth to meet you. But look ſtrait for- 
ward and behold | who are that happy pair, 
that move on with ſuch joy, to welcome 
you to bliſs? «© Oh: tranſport, met bins I 


hear you cry] my dear-loved parents? 


<< You, to whom, next after God, I owe 
„ more than my life, the kind correction, the 
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ys Sevond Diſcourſe. 
, virtuous education the godly - 


1a: im 8. 

« and above all the forcible Samples which. 
© egged me on to piety? Am I ſo doubly 

“ bleft to find You here before me ? and 

« my beloved brethren | conſort! children! 
« are You in glory likewiſe ? You alſo, my 
* once boſom-friends? oh precious fouls once 
e dear to — on earth, and now mote dear 


7 8 


« than ever ! what anguiſh I endured at 


« parting with you all but how is that an- 
« guilh overpaid, now that Iam bleſt again 
de with ſeeing ; YOU, © never to be parted —— 


„ you more But! what do my gladded 
& eyes behold? am I yet farther bleſt with 
the ſight of Thee, oh l Vin 1 Motlier of 


% my Lord ? of Thee too, oh my guardian 
Angel of Vou like wiſe, oh 1 Apoſtles 


„ and companions of my Saviour? Oh 


„ Saints and Angels all l how I rejoice to 
, be of your ſociety l how ſweet I find it 
* to triumph in con pany with You, whoſe 
«holy lives and doctrines ſpurred me on to 
* day And oh my beloved, loving. 


% Holy F us 1 | doſt' Thou, even Thou, 


« vouchfafe to ſwell this tide of joys with 


_< thy beatifying preſence ? Hail, Son of 


God! bal well-ſpring of eternal life and 
1 love! Unfold thy godlike beauties to my 


* longing eyes: ſhew me thy ſacred wounds, 


«+ thy pre ⁊ious heart, * human and thy 
* God-born Nature. Unveil thy entire 
us Self, thy n. W and coequal 
“ Spirit, 
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„Spirit. Yes, Sacred Three-1n-one |! I fee 
Mee enjoy Thee: And loſt to my ſelf, | 


«I ve again more happily in Thee. Oh. 
« God; incomprehenſible l and yet I hold 


« thee... Oh God without an 9) ond. 
. | 


«yet I am nov become like 5 


* God inviſible! and yet I behold Thee face 


« to face. Oh God of Majeſty, omnipo- 
«© tence and uncreated glory ! And yet (eter- 


« nal thanks to thy unbounded mercy !) I 


* 
— 


and 


y - 


and am in full poſſeſſion of Thee for all 
Fa would I hit upon ſome. familiar 


image, which might help your very ſenſes. 


2 { the ſomewhat abſtracted ſtile in 
which I have here attempted to give you a 


- 


conjectural ſketch of ſome part of the joy 


which will tranſport the ſaints, as L imagine, 


at their firſt entrance into Heaven. And 


the moſt expreſſive one which occurs to me 


at preſent, is a moving ſcene in the forty- 
Aixib chapter of Gemnefis, recorded to have 
happened between the Patriarch 2 and 
by e malig- 
ity of his elder children he had for many 


his beloved 7%. Through t 


years loſt this favorite ſon, and with him 


the darling comfort of his old age ; when, 
all on a ſadden the gladſome news is brought 
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one remove from majeſty. The firſt wel- 
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« now approach to Thee; cling to Thee; 


: 1.146 


him, that his long-lamented Joſeph lives, 
nay, that he lives: in ſplendor, and at but; 


: 2:49 ; 
% . * | * | if 
4 + 3 


5 5 to Tie And be 
half of 


180 | : — 8 Dita. 
come account is quickly ſucceeded 


ſecond'; and this by the fondeſt fa; hy 


| from the dear! beloved youth himſelf, to go 


and ſhare with him in His: affluence andgredt- 
neſs: and the chariots of Pharadb are ſent to 
convey him. Jacob accordin gy ſets-outon a 
he has tra- 

velled one the road, he is unexpect- 
edly gratified with the fightof Foſeph; who, 
warm with filial love; was come to meet 
and eſcort him. And now once more Ja- 
cob is bleſt with embracing the idol of his 
aternal affections. But whom does he thus 


faddenly behold and embrace? Not Foſeph, 


the lowly ſhepherd, he was wont to bew-ail; 


but Jo/eph the miniſter of ſtate and ruler 
of a mighty kingdom : Not Joſeph meaſur- 
ing his painful way, as formerly, with ma- 


ny a weary ſtep; but TJo/zph ſeated in a ſtate- 


IV chariot, all plendour and authority. Ima- 

gine then, my friends, the joy which ſuch 
a ſcene muſt give to ſuch a loving parent. 
Gueſs how the cheeks of ' Zoſeph were be= 
dewed with the precious ſtream of glad- g 
neſs trickling from the venerable parent's 
eyes. Judge, if the double tide of pleaſure 


and ſurprize muſt not be much too ſtrong, 


and too impetuous for the feeble limbs and | | 


faculties of tottering 3 5 Pede by | 
e ſees the matter of 


ower of expectation, 
is grief . ſubject of his joy: 


He { ces the fondlivg ſon, he had long bet» 


wailed | 
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-4 ty r 4 prince. nee, er- 
. Wich che mighty ſwell of multiplied 
joys, SA to and faſtens round the nech 
r and in a frenzy (as it were) 
of unbridled. delight, Ob, merhinker he 
« cries +; oh, crown. of all my;;joys {what 
% haye I more to ſes or covet, ble as Lem 
<« with ſecing and holding Thee? ab he 
ie has now dg farther ſweets to chaẽjẽꝗe 
% with, which may compare with This: 
% Chearfully . could 1I_rofighr:iny 
« breath. this inſtant, withia the me ob 
«« Thee, my fon : Since Heavem has giz: 
9 4 7 5 preſerved: . tor bleſs 
c« my t once More, to conſign 
_ «« Aſhes to new life and ſplendour... "Os 
« It me die (fays Iſrael to Joſeph} new that 
hex fon, Ti Jace, hag * 
arviue me. 
On precious Souls. of Chriſt's.own. 5 
chaſe! which is the happy Soul among 
you. all. who. is to enter Heaven the firſt > 
There to 4.8541 the glorious ſight of God, 
| the company of ſo many noble 
D Ao it: Noe like, a Jad, to die 
after ſo rich a feaſt of joys. and leave them 
all behind ;. FP | 
ever in an unbounded river, or rathet ocean = 
| by ie * _ ** N i 
n 


3 Second Beg. . 
bleſſed creature; how would Thai r tits ever 
ep, as Elſeui did his maſter's! how would T 
ed its every motion; nevef to loſe fight 
of it! And were J ſo happy to be near and 
ſee tliat choſen foul taking its 'holy flight in 
the triumphal car of LS ; how ſhould I 

not (again like Elf 12 % be * to rem my 
garments,” if not my very ſh, with = 
gerneſs to follow 11 how ſhould not be 
mpted to cry-out with Him, 4 the 

ous chariot of Tfratt and its driver !— 
or with St. Paul ; bo will rid ne of the 
body 'of this death ?—or finally with the 
pfalmiſt: ah 060 will give me the wings, 
as it dere, of a dove ; that T may up and 
eternally 1ith J. hee 2 mY , 

Bur after all, my W oy Even! in our 
prelent circumſtances and as things are at 
preſent z why are we not 8 7 ſollici- 
tous to make the cafe our on Heayen 
we know was made for us, and. we were 
made for Heaven. What then have we to 
do with this paltry earth, while chat de- 
lightful abode is waiting for us? how ill 
7 it become our dignity, as Chriſtians, 
to ſeek contentment in a treacherous world, 
which keeps us from our ſpiritual birth- 
right? how much more would it not be- 
come us, to nauſeate this loathſome priſon, 
and ſpurn at every pleaſure here, which 


may divert our wiſhes or our thoughts from | 


Foy forward werde dur © heavenly 
home? 


** 


E 
| hom&? Let us but feriouſy reflet on this; 
and we, ſhall e which, holy Dauid. 
before us inceſſant looks and wiſhes. Like 
Him, we ſhall daily be inclined to yearn; 
and figh and ſay within ur anxious breaſts: 
—* Ah precious land of, promiſe |. What 
% pleaſure or contentment can compenſate; 
% our being thus detained at a cruel. diſ- 


« ſuffer the falſe deluſive proſpects on ur 


«* way, to retard our journey towards 
*« Thee ? No: Rather while, we are con- 
« ſtrained to tarry on the hateful bankę 
« this miſerable flood, of vice and folly :- 
* while we are compelled to, ſtay in this 
« worſe than Babylonian thraldom : here 


« will we penſively fit and weep, and, bes! 


* moan ourſelves. Here will we oonſſant- | 


p ly. ſorrow, gh and wiſh and wail, with 


ſenſes fo 


* lovely Sion, our preſent. Hope, and fu}. 
| « ture ample Recompence ! Like what we 


our necks humbly bent to the yoke, bur 
x h ; 


are then, oh Chriſtians, the free-born heirg + 


of that delightful Country, thither let all ur 
thoughts and defires henceforth be directed. 
For there, and only there we ſhall find the: - 


river of ſubſtantial bliſs ; the waters of eter⸗ 


nal Ile. the only waters worth thirſting af- 
ter; in a word the genuine flood of unmer- - 
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ts, our eyes, our ſouls and, 
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42 my 
e to "which the ſingle life-giving ſtream 
of a 
ſent contemplations; ; that we may draw 
from thence conftant recruits of grace and 
virtue, wherewith to water and 1 | 


1 

' 

| 

' 

| | 
} 

8 

| 


hry Heads or - rivers of eternity, 
ſtical kenſe of my text alludes mp 


holy Rial fear of God directs our pre- 


itual paradiſe of our converted hearts. 


the 
And thi 2175 Rver is EUPHRATES, that 


ier words, 4 Tac and fruit 


fat — ineffable delights 


n myſtical Euphrates! oh ever-thriving 


| Source of joys ! how fruitful art thou in 


rhts and how delicious are thy fruits 


i 'A }, who are fo bleſſed as to gather them! 


one, who knows any thing of the 


tefterist Kobe, knows, that the earthly 
Euphrates derives" its origin from the 1 
0 Ararat, which 
ed the curſe Bo | 
the thriving 
from -thence, is uſed with pear pro riety 
as a lively figure of the heavenly E 
that rider of the waters of eternal l; 


gniſies and is intetptet- 
ling. And therefore 
rea which draws its ſource 


ates, 
8 St. 
John ealls it) which is * eternal 


ment of the righteous; and which 1.2 
ſmee the fall of man, draws all its joys 
from the well-fought battles and well en- 


dured Afflictions ſo inſeparable from the fa- 


tal 1 ; that is to fay, from 


a this 
5 ; 


"tit almoſt as ſoon 


 teouſnefs : for theirs it * kingdom: of Hea- 


St. Pau] bears witneſs, All, bb (deſifous of 


pionſy in Him, muſt in like manner ſuffer” 
perſecution. The world in fact abounds 
wich little other than woes: and miſery 
is the only certain portion it has to be- 


ſouls !) who faithfolly purſue the 


lot of the Wicked, conſtrained as they are to 
ſuffer often equally with You, and often more 
bars ne ou, even in this life; ; and yet to 


Or Heavan, ny 
world; this native feat ay dener, cates, 
diftreſſes, toils and Bleſſed there 


fore are They, who fuſfe perſecution fi righ« 


ven theirs the heavenly Enphrates © 
War! is there no teaching Heaven, 
but through the®aMlidtions of this world? 
No. Nor any living i in this world exempt- 
om all afflictions. I behoved Chyift bin- 
ſelf (his Goodneſs ſo ordaining for our en- 


couragement) 70 and thus, that is by 
ſufferings, 70 a his glory.” And as 


following him thither) are willing to Foe 


ſtow, as well on the Wicked, as on 
the Good. For You indeed (oh choſen 
paths of 
virtue; there is this ſubſtantial comfort 
amidſt your keeneſt ſufferings: : that; though 
you be afflicted now; the happy time will 
come, when your” preſent forrows will be” l 

converted into joy, and your joy No-one 5 
take from Jou, "as the divine Fefur Hſe" 
affures you. Whereas how wretched is the 


endure 


4 


endure much heavier evils beyond it, without 
a proſpect of thoſe evils ever being ended !. 
And nevertheleſs ſuch is their deplorable, 
blindneſs of heart, that they ſtill hug their 
miſeries, and miſtake thoſe. very miſeries for 


pleaſures. But oh l what kind of pleaſures. 


are they? Meer portions of corroſive poiſon 
mingled with deadly opiates.” Meer gilded 
doſes of every heart-reyolting bitter; ren»; 


dered ſtill more hateful by the nauſeous 


ſweets they are blended with. Oh Heaven! 
is it poſſible, that immortal fouls created to. 
be thy eternal citizens, can ſtill not only 
tolerate but love a. 278 i andi its 

intoxicating luſcious baits? Alas! too cer- 
tainly it is not only a poſſibility, but. a me- 
lancholy truth. Not only the bulk of hu- 


man, but even of chriſtian individuals is 
made-up of ſuch unthinking mortals : De- 


luded creatures, who not only like this 
worthleſs world, but hanker after it at every 


hazard; cling to it at every other coſt; and 


for its ſake, ſet at - nought (as the prophet 
ſays) the dglirable land. Ves. The final end 


of all the toils and ſweats. and virtuqus. - 
ſtruggles of the illuſtrious band of inno- 
cents: the ſovereign object of the boiling 
tegrs and cordial compunction of the pre- 


deſtined tribe of Penitents: the Aim of 
ell the cruel tortures borne by the heroic 
train of Martyrs: the price of the precious 
blood of our dear Redeemer : the Whole 


un- 
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unbounded treaſure of God's communicative 


Goodneſs, the Heaven of heavens js ſet at 


nought by Chriſtianz. Ves: Chriſtians in 


general (oh dreadful” thought!) prefer in 
practice, the fleeting, empty, falſe, 8 | 


pleafures of a perfidious world to the 


manent ſubſtantial truly deſirable joys "of 


Heaven. Ina word, They ft at mou bt the 
defirable land. * 


On Hebpfebeintle madneſs! 1 REN dro? 


ſhould be found rational creatures, Indivi- 
duals ſo. infatuated, as to yearn and run af- 


ter "an" injurious deceitful world; a world 


forever promiſing and forever diſappointing 


them! That there ſhould be grey- haired 


mortals, with one leg in the grave and the 
other ſcarce half out, ſtill fond of licking 


- duſt and graſping the clay that is cruſh- 


them! ſtill with | gaping throats and 
oibving hands ftretched-out to catch and 


ſwallow the ſcanty drops of fancied ſweets 
which fall, but to tantalize their impotence 855 


of reliſh ! ſtill infatiably craving a little more 


of This, or That a little more of what, if 
pcs muſt ſoon be given-up! oh! it is 


uch a frenzy that nothing could reſtrain us 
from treating thoſe, who are affected with 
it, as abſolute madmen, but our being all 
of us infected wich the ſame contagion. In 


fact the world is fo full of this kind of deli - 
rium, that it no * current for wiſdom. 


And hence it is that the rodent few' who 
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wiſely deſpiſe the. Nur for. Heaven, are 
judged to be crazy by the frantic multitude., 
But will not be forced to change their . 


note; when, awakened hy the final trumpet, 
they behold; the ſplendid triumph of thoſe 
happyFew! Yes. A 3 as 5 prophet ſays, 
will be con en :— 
« Fools / RA as we ourſelves were 
t ue deemed their life a madneſs, and. 8. 
* end wit bunt honour." | Behold how t 
185 ranked with the children of God ; a 2 
At it among the ſaints 
SINCE 1 — the earth 1 is become 90 com- 
mon a Bedlam ; and its inhabitants, enam 
oured with their frenzy, are ſo fond of the 
gew-gaws which amuſe it, who ſhall find 
| _—_— enough to convince them of their 
? What energy of reaſon will be 
able py _ 171 TE fart 7584 intoxica- 
ting pleaſures o li e permanent. 
joys.of Heaven? For my part, Chriſtians, 
— of no means ſo likely to work a like 
miraculous change in you, gets frequent, 
ſerious contemplation of Heaven itfelf, For 
ob Heaven ! ch flood of bliſs! how muſt 
not our hearts leap within us, when we ſe- 
riouſly reflect on Thee ? How muſt not our 
fouls ſtruggle in our breaſts and want to 
break their priſon ; when rouſed by the 
ſweetly. raviſhing thought, that, if once we 
are, fo happy as to reach, Thee and ſet our 
feet <n-thy en banks; * 


On Heaven. , 189 
ſhall ſco-and poſſeſs all which man can with, 
and more than man can conceive !. that 
there, free from envy, jealouſy, or pains, 
or fears, or loſſes, or viciſſitudes, we thatl 
live and reign ſupremely bleſt in the dear 
ſociety of many of our former kindred, friends 
and intimates ; nay ſhall triumph with all 
the ſaints and angels ; with the adorable 
Zs/us ; with our all gracious God? 
Tuts being ſo, revered Auditors, let us, 
no more be cager after this deceitful ' world 
and its inordinate pleaſures, Let ns have 
Tear yet a little longer, to frail-on this 
lingering, breathing death: ſince God com- 
mands us to, ſpin it out. But let us reſolve 
to live, here, only becauſe our Maker {> 
commands. Indeed I muſt acknowledge 
with St. Auguſtin, that to drag-on th 
wretched ſhadow of life, with the ſolitary 
hope of future Heaven, amidſt innumerable 
preſent riſks of loſing it, is at the beſt but 
a very life of bitterneſs. But, to cheriſh any 
hopes of Heaven, and till to indulge our- _ 
| ſelves in the idlepurſuit of worldly pleaſures, - 
is ſomething worſe than a meer life of 
bitterneſs. -- It is a life (I muſt call it 
ſo) of perpetual frenzy, or rather to ſpeak 
more properly, a moral death, Hence- 
forth then let us labour inceſſantly to root 
out of our hearts every worldly attachment, 
that is in any degree incompatible with our 
csternal expectations. Let us mingle with 

8 H h our 
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our hopes and juſt defires of Heaven a 
conſtant holy fear. of 8 it; leſs with a 
ſlelfiſh eye to the treaſures we ſhould forfeit 
by loſing it, than from the filial conſidera- 
tion of the privilege we ſhould forfeit of 
forever adoring and praiſing our hea- 
venly Benefactor. By this means, the 
- Fountain of life, the filial fear of God, will 
enrich the ſpiritual paradiſe of our reli gious 
hearts, with every chriſtian virtue, till at 
length it bear-back with its revolving. tide 
All the affections of our ſouls, and pour 
them into the abyſs of God's uncreated 
Love; which is the genuine place of 'plea- 
a fore,” whence it firſt I ſued. forth. And then 
We ourſelves, drowning our every pain and 
fear, ſhall flow in ſubſtantial inex preſſible 
gladneſs, peace and glory amidſt an un- 
INOS, ocean of univerſal eyerlaſting Hap- 


pineſs. Where viewing God face to face, f 
we ſhall, as his prophet aſſures us, be me- ] 
Briated with the plenty of His houſe ; and He Þ 
will cauſe us to arinł Ca the torrent Lo his. gl 
Pl 
m 
th 
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1 hinted at our firſt Nigg ur namely, n 


providing for the temporal exigeneies wp. 


to Adam, and he ſhews it ſuch to Us. Not 


content with maintaining in our hearts dus: 
ring our ſtate of recovered Annocence 8 


paradiſe of baptiſmal grie, and watering 


ut * thy Et 7 Ys the; filial fear of” oY 
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3 = Concer verve Drecounse To Uncon- 
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1 to water paradiſe; ' which thence is 


divided into four Heads + And the Lory/ . 
Gop took man, and put him into rbe 


1 of N eo wo * fo 9 8 


Gen. cb. . ver. 10, 15. E | 


Auditors, you muſt have perceived, what 
great as the goodneſs" of God has been in ( 


mankind, it is {till greater with regard to 
their eternal concerns. He ſhewed it ſuch”. 
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192 Concluſive Diſcourſe ö N 
| himſelf ? he has Eindly continued to us, in 
our ſtate of perſonal prevarication the in- 
fluence of that ſacred ſtream divided into 
four important heads, the juſt apprehenſions 
af] death, judgment, hell and heaven. Avid 
 wherefore did he This but to afford us, even 
in. a ſtate of guilt, the means to repair our 
 fpiritual ruin with the waters of a ſincere 
compunction. If then we ſuffer this exceſs 
af bounty to be loſt upon us; who have 
wie to blame, but ourſelves. God, it is 
in, has not been wanting to us. No: 


It is We (alas!) who have been wanting to 
«| Cod and to. ourſelves. 1 | 4 LY 181 . 1 IE 
Tur our. firſt parents forfeited: the 


earthly. paradiſe, was owing. to no * of 
nt of in- 


aſſiſtance from God, but to the w 


h 


Lord 
d pu 


but formed a right notion of happineſs, they 
muſt have been, ſenfible, that eaſe was not 
more eſſential to the enjoyment, of their own., 
chntinnance of their eaſe; and that, though 
ahl labour be fatiguing and all anxiety 


watchful, 


1 ele ]⅛ 0qw»iJ... .... ens 


85 vigilance teſtleſs. In a word, Bl 


| placed i in H 


W Unconvented mines. 19 
watchful, all work: is not laberfoits, | 


wete with pleafures unpalled 5 li Kah 


and plenty unetiibjttered by toil; they woall? | 
4 leiſt they 


EN been conſtivus, that the 
could reaſonably with, towards prefe 
paradiſe as compleat as they found it, w 


the ealy tafk of working to keep it fo: chat 


is, of amuſing themſelves with the diverting: 
employment 5 keeping it clear of inſects 


afid weeds, and ws the goodly foarc ce, 
in 


of their affluence, along Its watery way; 
order to prevent the opening,” which let 
out that friendly but fugitive ſtream, from 

giving an inlet to forne Randy flood. But 
alas ] as I befote obſerved, Man when be 
war ih honour did not underſtand. Our 
unhappy parents Welte too much taken- up 


with the enjoyment of their then preſent 
happineſs, to attend to its future perma. 


nence. Hence. they lofed* paradiſe, ant 


paradife was loſt to tis. However, it were not 


jeſs unjuft than unptöfftable to throw upon 
Adam Al the Plank of. a guilt, that is com- 
mon to Us all. Out wills wete eminently 
27 25 aud God througli Him tried 
ts obedience of mankind in a point itt 
which he knew, that All would a& alike. And 
therefore we have no room to-reproach thoſe | 
ſecondary authors of our Being with'a fault, 
which We ourſelves had a ſhare in: Since 


what They aid, We atts u have done 4 
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and in ome meaſure did: 9 All of is. 
(Chriſt and his bleſſed mother only EXCepts, | 
ed) but ſo many minted rx ulets (as it were). 
* — nature, derived from thoſe its : 
corrupted ſprings. Inſtead thetefore of un- 
naturally railing at their indolence and irre- 
flection, which we have ſo cloſely S 
let us rather after their example learn wiſdom 
from our former folly- and oy, to turn out 
loſſes to advantage. 
Wurd Our forefathers ; RN once fallen 
from their primitive innocence and its pre- 
tives; and the earth (uo. empowered, 
to revolt againſt Them, as They had rebelled. 
againſt heaven) refuſed all things to their 
ſupport, but what they extorted from its re- 
5 luctant bowels by dint of labour: And when 
the Heads, into which the watry ſource of 
their former, affluence was parted, denied 
them every . boon, but what they drew... 
thence with the ſweat of their brows: if they, 
had ftill- perſiſted in their pri ior indolence 
= An bave become of Them and of 
Us? Alas! there would have been an end 
of human nature. They, ys before their na- . 
tural time, muſt have peri iſhed to this life, 
for want of ſuſtenance ; and periſhed eo life 
eternal, for want of amendment: And W 
perhaps, through the guilty imbecillity 75 | 
thoſe ſubordinate cauſes of our exiſtence, - 
might never have had a Being; nor conſe- 
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Fo UnconverTep Sinners. Toy | 
eternal father's glory. But happily made wiſer 
by dear-boughtexperience, they repairedtheir 
former neglect with after attention; and by 
hr reformation protracted life to a re- 
ectable length of years ; ſtocked the earth 
| "with inhabitants; and peopled heaven with 
themſelves and a numerous offspring: leave 
ing to Us their poſterity a memorable leſſon 
to imitate their Riſe, as we. have but too 
- minutely copied their Fall. Ah! let us then 
_ wiſely catch the important ſtruction and 
e at to n ci -ttt 2h 
\L1«E'thoſe our unwary Ants.) I Vn 
we have moſt of us forfeited the ſpiritual ga- 
| radiſe of our baptiſmal innocence, and with 
it the fountain of hfe, the original ſtream of 
filial fear of God. And yet the divine 
Mercy has graciouſly deigned to continue to 
us the means for recovering both, by divid- 
ing that fear into ſalutary apprehenſions of 
our four Laſt Things, namely, Death, Fudg- 
ment, Hell, and Heaven. And therefore ſays 
his prophet, remember your laft things, and 
you wilt never fin. Like our firſt parents 
then, let-us retrieve our paſt neglects with 
our future care. If God, on His part, has 
kindly planted in the heart of man a 
diſe of baptiſmal or penitential grace; 
is with the deſign that man, on his part; be 
induſtrious 20 work and to keep it. And the 
moſt effoctual means of anſwering the di- 
Vine 9 is to ar on ie __ eh 3 


My 
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which his prophet directs. hs AS an eue 
remedy againſt fin, | 


AFTER all I have faid i in the preceding 
Diſcourſes concerning theſe laſt important 
Things, I am leſs afraid, revered Auditors of 
your forgetting what I have ſaid, or making 

no Uſe of it, than I am of your making 


a wrong one, and thereby converting to 
iſon hat I meaned for your Aliment. 


chief apprehenſions are, in the firft place, 
leſt impenitent ſinners (inſtead of remem- 


bering the dreadful truths I told them, on 


purpoſe to excite them to draw thence the 


waters of ſaving compunction) ſhould gather 
freſh matter of preſumption from the com- 
forts which in my two laſt diſcourſes I in- 


tended only for the righteous ; And ſecondly, 


leſt the righteous (inſtead of drawing cou- 


rage from the conjectural glimpſe of heaven. 
I therein endeavoured to give them) ſhould 
fo totally dwell on he terrors of death, 


ent, and hell, which belong only to 


the wicked, and be ſo far diſpirited by them, 
as to fink into puſillanimous dejection. To 
guard therefore both claſſes of hearers from 
theſs perilous extremes will be the aim — 

my - concluſive . reflections on this weigh 


matter. Which, to avoid confuſion, I thal 


by divide into two Aeparate Addreftes ; the one 


deſigned to adminiſter , conſolation to the 


Good; the ather to avert, if. 3 eter= 


nal ruin from the Bad. 1 
II 
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— wund SimnxAs. 
Ir in doing this I begin with the wicked; 
it:is not for. want of an equal concern for 
the e but becauſe I conſider Theſe = 
as more immediately under the wing f 
s protecting Love. And cherefore in 
humble imitation of our common Maſter, I "=" 
ſhall leave them awhile to . his/all-ſufficient 
guidance, to go in ſearch of thoſe wanders 
ing ſheep, who are i g's, 5 perdition in 
a maze of vice and folly: That I may try, 
if perchance there be any awaking them to 
a ſenſe of their danger, ſo as to reſtere them 
1 God and to themſelyes. To You then 
(oh yet unyielding Sinners of every ſtate !) 
and only to Lou, I mean to addreſs my 
thoughts in this diſcourſe: In which I pur- 
poſe to ſhew you, that, without an utter 
change of life, You have no room to draw 
any comfort from the proſpect of that hea- 
W Ls OA ng toe: his 
y 4 ITAL HS _— en ae, 
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re lious ch dren 3. 
from the path of K which they 
are involved. Permit no vain preſutmp- 
27 to confirm them in the blindneſs of 
_ their hearts 3 but make them comprehend 
how terrible i ts to 'o fall al FAG N 
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Yoo: niet de lnſenfible; beloved Aldi- 
tors, bow difficult à taſk the phyfician 
would undertake, who ſhould pretend both 
to benefit his patients and to pleaſe them 
too, that i 75, never to forfeit his integrity by 
5 lecting their cute, nor ever to hazard 
id nter by thwarting their humours. 
In violent caſes, where quickners are want- 
ing ; pukings, bleedings, cuppings, bliſters 
and inciſions muſt be preſcribed. Repug- 
nant remedies indeed: Yet all of them are 
ſometimes neceſfary ; eſpecially where leni- 
tives and lullers would occafion death. Still 


ſiuch is the too general infatuation of the 


Sick, that, even in the moſt fatal paroxyſi 
let the doctor but huſh preſent pain with an 
opiate; and though it rather ncreaſe than 
check the diſtemper, he will probably, at 
the expence of conſcience, ſecure his credit 
with the very perſon he is hurrying out of 
life. Whereas, if, too honeſt to ſacrifice 
probity | to” applauſe, he boldly applies tire 
rugged reliefs he knows to be lee, he 
rund every riſt of his fractious patients diſ- 
like and of being diſcarded and railed-at as 
unſkilful and hard- hearted, if not perhaps 
worſe. And the quacks of his profefſion are 
ſute to be the firſt and the Joudeſt in the 
glamour againſt him. 
Tuus to a tittle does it too öſtem uppen 
| to 8 of the, _ the preachers and 
: teachers 
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they will hear of no remedies which diſturb 


their deluſive tranquillity, though ever ſo 


requiſite. The only way to efeape their 
diflike is to ſtudy their eaſe: No matter for 


4 cure. Their paſſions muſt be humoured ; 
their vices muſt be ſoothed, and their re- 
morſes'quieted with compoſing draughts of 


complaiſant doctrines; or rather amuſed 


and beguiled with unſeaſonable reflections 


on the weakneſs of human nature, on the 


mercies of God, on the merits of Chriſt, and 


on the joys of heaven: Reflections, which, 
however true in themſelves, are too often 


falſely adapted to the habitual Sinner's ſitua- 


tion. Mean time not a word muſt be ut- 


tered of the power of God's Juſtice,” of the 
vengeance due to a crucified Redeemer's in- 
jured blood; not a word of death, judgment 
and hell. Theſe are ſuch grating truths to 


the ears of ſqueamiſh Sinners, that if a 


preacher preſume to ruffle their preſumption 
with ſuch alarming ſubjects; it is a hundred 


to one, but the graceleſs inconſiderate tribe 


let looſe all their malice, witticiſm and little 


arts, to ſatirize and ſneer away his doctrine: 
Or where the doctriue is too ſubſtantial for 


the rotten teeth of cenſure, at leaſt they keep 


nibbling at his manner of treating it. He 
is tedious and ſevere; he dwells too long 
% on one thing: he never knows when to 
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| laus unnatural brethren, for daring, though 
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his language is too high. o 
too low too obſcure, or too plain ; and 
« he himſelf is too gay, or too grave; too 


* hot, or too cold; too thit, or too that 
« In ſhort He is and exiis ; and They could 


t enjoy wickedneſs with more peace and 
« leſs diſcredit, if He were nat. Such of 
old was the treatment Jeremiah received 
from the ungrateful Jews for attempting to 


fave them by repentance from the wrath 
hanging over their heads. Come, they 
cry, let us put waod in bis bread : let us 


e mix it with ſaw- duſt: let us choke him 


% at once and put him to ſilence with poi- 


6 ſon or defamation : In ſhort, iet us cut bim 
«© off from the land of the living 80 
likewiſe, long before Jeremiab, ſuch was 
the requital op- met with from his jea- 


authorized by a prophetic dream, to warn 


them of their future humiliation. And 


ſuch is the treatment, which every faithful 


miniſter of God muſt be prepared to endure 


from the ingratitude of the generality of 


modern chriſtians, and often times even 


from Thoſe who pique themſelves with ſome 
pretenſions to nicety of conſcience. Such, 
1 jay again, is the fruit he muſt chiefly ex- 
pect from his labours ; if, by attacking Vice 
in the open field, he dare attempt to gall. 
preſumptuous Sinners to repentance : Happy 
at laſt, if he ſo far ſucceed as to recall * 

3 | | _ and. 
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n and there one of thaſe wilful.ViQtims of il. 
lng: from his beloved 

7 ſure of noily.. i 
hea trong bulk. And 
der, when there ate ſeldom wanting ſome 
time - ſerving prophets. to egg them on and 
give the leading Outer, 

IxDEED in the promos fold ut Christ 
the number is happily not great of che like 


happ ineſs much more the effect of his 
Chureb's vigilance, than of any D 
en in Feri [To ſpeak... one mel: 


ſtians in 1 general are but too:defirous, ; 1 


We rather ſoothe their every paſſion, than 
help them to ſubdue it. In fact, how im- 
2 are they not for the moſt part with 

truth we utter, that checks in ever ſo 
— a degree their favorite appetites. And 
as for You in particular, oh hardened Sin- 
ners! with what delirious perverſity do not 


You ſpurn at every. faving maxim, with 


which we endeavour to awake your ſleeping 
conſciences ?—Not that you are inſenſible 
of the ruinous ſtate you 


on you: and too heavily not to oppreſs you, 
with frequent diſmay. You. are often in 
horrible frights : And you wiſh us to help 


you * e them off. But how do ye 


_ us to aſſiſt you ? Matchleſs extrava- 
| gance! 
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gance! You Wwünt Us to rid von 0 t 
nt by removing the cauſe, bah 
concealing it.” "You! we id have us extit all 
our ' rhetoric to metamor your guilt 
into innocence; to dight "your * inte 
virtues; and to teach yo (by new- model. 
ling che obe 1 of Chriſt) 4 ſhorter eafter. 
cut to hea n through the broad naw er 5 
worldly gratifications, tlian throu 
narrow 22 only path of chriſtian Aab de. 
nial. In ſhort you ſay to us in your hearts, 
n che Jews did to Jaiab heretofore: 
« "Speak to ut and welcome as often as 
ye pleaſe: But ſtill take care: chat yo 
« always ſpeak to us pleaſing things." And 
indeed woe to us, if we comply not with 
your inclination. For then you are moſtly 
ſure, not only to withdraw from us every 
mark of your favour, but even to refuſe us 
common juſtice. Sure to load us with the 
bittereſt effects of your private ſcorn, ne- 
glect and cenſure; nay with public inſult, 
ridicule and obloquy: And ſure to make us 
ſenſible, that the only means to gain and 
preſerve your friegdſhip is to wink at your 
perdition. But ſay oh generation of ſelf- 
beguilers! on whom in the end will your 
envenomed ſtings recoil ? what can ye ex- 
pect, but farther ruin, from thus perverſeliy 
tempting your paſtors to miſguide your 
what does ſuch conduct merit, but that you 


mould live to ſee the time —— ſeems to 
* 


4 — 4 


To Uses ran 8 Send 2 
advance with haſty ſtrides) when faithful 
$ to ſalwation ſhall be wiſhed for in 
earneſt; but ſought after in vain: A time, 
it / it do come, When (according to Ea. 
tie 1 prediction) Diirgſ coming upon you, you 
84//:fetk: for peace, and there: wy be. none. 
Fiore troulie will come upon trouble. : AND you 
will feek a viſion from the . But the 
Law fhall periſh from the Prieſts, and om | 
mPhe Ancients. ' I” 2%. VAT £4 
Tua I do not fay this without a cons 
L want no other witneſs than the one 
which exiſts in your -qwn breaſts. Out of 
the number. who flocked hither to my two 
laſt diſcourſes, to gratify their ſelf-love 
with a proſpect 4 heaven, how many 
(could the truth be known) purpoſely de- 
ow wa in the preceding ones, leſt their 
ſhould be checked with the unflat- 
tering Views of death, judgment and hell? 
Ante even how few of thoſe among you, 
who attended to them all, have liſtened to 
any uſeful, aw wane Alas! from the little 
| 2 in manners, 
What can I ws Curr 3 that 
Moſt of you have trembled at thoſe evils 1 8 | 
vain; and (inſtead of taking one ſtep to 
avoid them) have drowned your fears m 
preſumptuous hopes of a heaven, ou are 
Lade diſpoſed to deſerve. While Ochery 
of you 9 inſtead of i improving your juſt 
tetrors to ſalutary ** _ Faure wen. 
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204 — Diſcourſe | 
have - umd all your ſpleen againſt the 
preacher for diſturbing your deluſive dreams 
of 


of 
warn you of have no real exiſtence? If fo; 


it is not Us you are to condemn; but the 


Almighty. and his prophets from whom we 
derive all we advance concerning them. 


Or do ye ſuppoſe, that We paint thoſe evils 


greater than they are in fact? ah fooliſh 


mortals ] undeceive yourſelves. It is paſt 


the power of preachers to exaggerate or 
even to expreſs in equal terms the deep diſ- 


treſs, which impenitent Sinners will 


both i in and after death. 29] 155 


Vs, oh daring Silanerth: — 5 3 


riouſly repent before hand, thou wilt find it 
ſo. The day will come when thou wilt 
fadly feel what thou art now fo loth to 
hear: the day of death; when, as the 
pſalmiſt ſays, be Sinner will fee it, and le 
—_ A will gnafh\ bis teeth,” and waſte 


For ang ye” ebe dgfre of re 


5 well" And then (woe is mel) 
how will thy: fight be: fatally cleared: up, 
while ſtretched: upon n thy dying couch, thy 
agonizing: foul cruſhed by its load of guilt 
will ſhrink: with convulſive dread of thy in- 


fſulted maker calling thee, to- trial I ah 


then to thy ſorrow thou wilt find, that all the 
terrifying” truths I have told; thee concerns 


| ing the doath of i e Sinners fall inſi- 
nitely 


ace. But tell me, ye willing dupes 
eption ! Do ye imagine, the evils we 


ac 1 
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And when'thou 


nitely ſhot of the reality. 

reſt at his dreadful feat of Juſtice, 
where all things in thee and about thee 
will find a voice to impexch thee: When 


the Tight will accuſe thee of polluting its 
fplendot with thy bare-faced deflance of all 
authority human and divine; and darkneſs ' 
will accaſe 'thee of abufing its 'gloom to 
cover thy obſcenities and frauds : When thy 
faculties one by one will upbraid thee witn 
pervertitig them to indulge thy lawleſs ap- 
petites, and thy conſcience will reproach thee 


with proſtituting it to gratify thy every vici- 
ous propenfity: When thy injured Saviour 


will convict thee of trampling on his pre- 


cious body, by foully abuſing his graces, 


ſacraments and ſacred traths ; and his clot 


nal Father will tay to Thee, as to impious 
Cain of yote :—the Voice of thy brother's 
bod ries + mM 94 — the earth: Oh then! 

how wilt thou fatally find all the powers of 


human energy too Tak: and poor to ſpeak. 
the genuine horrors of that bitter period. 
For then (alas 1) there will be no E f 


out of ſight, no pleading ficknefs, or a 


pointments, to put-off the evil hour of 


judgment: But thou muſt ſtand the ſhock 
and own the juſtice of the Sentence pro- 


nounced againſt thee, Go thou accutfed ue 
into everlaſting fire. And what is worſe. 
a wilt not be able to elude the Hell, to 
which it gives thee up forever. What 


K : there- 
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* — 4 

# 


| therefore can it avail ,thee after death to 
Fl have eluded during life the being put in 
bl mind of Hell, or any vain endeayours to 
: believe it leſs deſoling, than God's miniſ- 
—_— ters, by his authority deſcribe it ? Since for 
[ want of often thinking on it to the purpoſe 
While thou hadſt time, thou wilt be doom- 
ed, when time ſhall be no more, to feel it 
with ſeverity and feel it without end; com- 
| pelled by ſad experience to confeſs its evils 
infinitely beyond all created powers of exag- 
geration, or even competent expreſſion. 
IIx death, judgment and hell were evils, 
which, like ſome fits of ague or vapours, 
are often beſt avoided by never thinking 
on them; the wicked would have reaſon to 
ſhun the being reminded of them, and 
every preacher would be to blame, who 
made them a ſubject of diſcourſe. But ſince 
the caſe is quite different : Since God, by 
one prophet, aſſures them, that the grand 
cauſe of all the deſolation which attends 
upon obſtinate Sinners is that No man lays 
reflection ſeriouſly to heart ; and, by another, 
 Inculcates to them the remembrance of thoſe 
evils as a powerful antidote againſt them, 
remember your laft things and you will never 
in; how ſhall we account for their unto- 
ward averſion to hearing them ſpoken 
of ? Why — the Cauſe is but too evident. 
They are conſcious already of the extreme 
wretchedneſs, to which their preſent inor- 
r 0a 
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dinate purſuits expoſe them: But then they! 
are ſo obſtinately bent on perſiſting in them 
at every riſk ; that the more they are ſtyng 
with remorſes, the more they with to throw 

at a diſtance all thoughts of futurity which 
may damp the pleaſure they falſely promiſe 
themſelves in thoſe purſuits: And there- 
fore do they chiefly endeavour to drown all 
remorſe 1 reflection in diflipation and falſe 
mirth. This however they cannot com- 
paſs, ſo long as preachers keep reminding 
them of death, judgment and hell. For 
theſe alarming ſubjects gall their ſelf- con- 
demning conſciences; lower their pre- 
ſumptuous expectations; check their temeri- 
Ys umble their pride of ſpirit ; ruffle their 
elf-love : and if they reach not to put an 
entire ſtop to their inſatiable avidity after 
guilty pleafure ; that pleaſure is at leaſt em- 
bittered with the neceſſity of feeling, that 
(while they perſiſt in their criminal attach- 


- 
8 


ments) they have nothing to expect in death 
but dread and diſmay, nothing to hope for 
* it but endleſs ruin. Hence it is that 
habitual Sinners are ſo unwilling to hear 
theſe ſubjects ſtarted, and fo peeviſh with 
All who do ſtart them, or otherwiſe venture 
to attack thoſe vices which make it neceſſa- 
o to ſtart them, And hence it is alfo, 
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at to ſilence God's Miniſters if poſſible, 
and reſtrain them from daring to make 13 1 
open war againſt vice and folly; every profli- © f 
e K k 2 gate 


208 .» » Canclufrue, Diſcourſe." 
gate now-of-days pretends. to. eſtabliſh, an 
excluſive privilege againſt the reproof of any 
finners.of his own profeſſion : And. to this 
end. artfully.confounds the intereſts and cre- 
dit of, che whole fraternity he belongs to 
with the impunity of every rotten member, 
whoſe actions are a diſgrace to it. 
IN FAT ſo, very privileged... is ſin be- 
come of late, that, to reproach wicked ſer- 
vants, maſters, ſoldiers, tradeſmen, or prac- 
titioners in law or phyſic or any other 
calling, with the horrid Abuſes daily com- 
mitted by ſome in every one of Theſe; and 
to remind them of tlie horrors which wait 
for them in death, judgment and hell, un- 
leſs they forthwith repent in good earneſt, 
repair every wrong they have done to the 
lives for good; is now for ſooth reputed wa- 
ging war againſt, the whole community, 
_ Whole, faulty members only, We. reprove. 
To remind a high-lifed ſinner, that there is 
a hell for graceleſs quality, is looked upon 
as little leſs than ſcandalum magnatum and 
an indignity to the Great in general. To 
warn the heedleſs Eccleſiaſtic, that church- 
men may be damned, is treated as almoſt 
treaſon againſt the church itſelf. And but, 
to hint that Chriſtian Phariſees, and even 
thoſe Luke warm Chriſtians, who, pluming 
themſelves with all the outſide forms of piety, 
DES $1642 eee e 
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tially requiſite to give to their religious exer- 
ciſes life and ſpirit, is often made to paſs for an 


* 


1 


attack upon true devotion. Sacred miniſters 
of God's unperiſhable word to whom then 
ſhall. ye henceforth denounce the wrath to 
come; if all theſe ungodly groupes of darin 
ſinners are to be exempt-? How truly har 
is your condition ? Not indeed ſo much on 
account of the laborious duties entailed u 
* your function, as of the danger to which 
you ſtand. expoſed, Made anſwerable as you 
are for the blood of Sinners, if they periſh 
through your neglect of warning them; and 
if you warn them, liable to the grief of 
ſeeing them. too, often pervert your falutary, 
admonitions to their increaſe of guilt and 
condemnation .;—Threatened with the Al- 
mighty's indignation, if you conceal from 
them his wrath and impending vengeance ; 
and if you reveal them, almoſt ſure to have 
your charity wreſted to finiſter conſtructions. 
injurious. to your credit, your peace, per- 
haps your very ſafety.  _ FE 
Bor oh. unyielding Sinners! who, but 
yourſelyes, can forbear to tremble at your 
perverſity? For who can help ſeeing, that 
for the very reaſon, that death, judgment 
and hell ſtartle you; you ought the rather 
to wiſh, that we often entertain you on 
thoſe alarming ſubjects? The more they 
agitate your ſpirits, the fitter they are to 
rouze ye to embrace a ſtate of ſafety: like 
JJ Lbà 
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thoſe efficacious medicines, | ee ih 


deſperate lethargy or palſy, generally cht | 


a furer ſpeedier cure; the more they vellicate 


the ſprings of life, and bring a patient to 
his feeling. This is not only ly app icable to 
_ thoſe more obvious profligates, w 


one continued tiſſue of glaring vice ; but 


alfo, and perhaps ftill more, to thoſe more | 


covered ones, who place all virtue in its 


fair appearances, heedleſs of the ſubſtance ; 


To Vou, (I mean) oh modern phariſces! and 
equally to Yon, oh lukewarm,” half- be- 


numbed profeſſors of * chriſtianity ! who 


neither cold nor hot in the Almi A s ſer- 
vice, are bauidenſome to Chrif 
church and to its ſounder members, like 
paralytic limbs to a lieing body; or (as 


ſome eminent Divines fenen and the Sa- 
cred text itſelf inſinuates) like draughts of 
tepid water to ſound ſtomachs, fit Only to" 
provoke a F 


I x faints like a *Yerome and 4 Greg 87% | 
with all their ſanctity, found it, as they. 
themſelves declare, not only profitible' but 
neceſſary towards the improvement of their 


piety, to think both ſeriouſly and oſten on 
death, judgment and hell; how much more 
requiſite muſt not ſuch reflections be to reſ⸗ 
cue Vou from vice, oh Sinners of every 


claſs ! Oh! would you then but wy the ol = 
Otten ; 


the mid of your days, that is, in the bloom 


periment! Did you with 'Ezek:e 
of 


ofe life is 


"his 
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of life and health, go down: in ſpirit 7 the 
gates of bell, and — with Iaizh alk your- 
Dives this queſtion-——-which of ut all, j wil be 
able to dwell ;wwith a a. devouring fire ?.,wbich 
of us. all. {ball take-up bis abqge in theſe. ever= 
lafting flames? how would you not be.rouzed: 
to a thorough change of life how would 
you not feel yourſelves i impelled to reſolve 
upon every effectual mee, to eſcape thoſe 
horrible evils you ni 5 hear of 
at preſnt l. -: 1 
Fox this reaſon it is, raſh mortals, chat 
we are bound to remind you often of your 
danger. For this reaſon it is that, till You 
amend your lives, eternal puniſhments are 
all We have to anounce to you, and all Vou 
have to expect. Boaſt not then to other 
hardened Sinners like yourſelves, that 1 
lately talked of a heaven in ſtore. for Vou 
and Them, It is falſe: I meaned not to 
promiſe a heaven to Vou, while. ye perſiſt 
in your contempt of, the 1 — chat 
heaven. God, it is true has promiſed,” and 
(ever faithful to his word) will grant a hea- 
ven of joys beyond conception to his * "TH 
that is, to thoſe,, who honour, fear, o 
and love him; to thoſe, who, living a 4 
of conſtant innocence ;. or,., repairing their 
inconſtancy with proper fruits of Penance, | 
cloſe that life with a, holy death. And is 
not thus much enough to prove, that God 


is infinitely good? To prevail on ſinners to 
_ own 


7 ans - - be Diftourſe 


own him merciful, muſt we needs ms him 
unjuſt and weak ? Muſt we abſurdly ſap- 


— that he will laviſh his ineſtimable 


treaſures on heaven- defying ſinners On 
whom ? — n his unyielding enemies ? 


on rebels, who ſcorn, diſhonour and inſult 
him on miſcreants, who abuſe his graces, 
inſpirations, and calls to repentance? To 


this at our hands, what muſt you 


expect 
make of us? what muſt ye think of hea- 
Where were the worth of an 


ven itſelf? 
inheritance, that might be purchaſed at ſo 


cheap a rate, ſo infamous a price? Where 
were the reward of virtue, if heaven could 
be the portion of —_— criminals ? 

at a motley 
and injurious idea muſt we not form of 
God's wiſdom, goodneſs, power and equity ? | 


To ſuppoſe a like abfurdity ; 


Again then T ſay it: God is infinitely 


and gracious : But he is alſo infinitely ie 


and juſt. Again I ſay it: There is a heaven 
of boundleſs happineſs : But not for You, 


(oh daring Sinners) without a timely due 
converſion of your hearts. In your preſent 


ſtate, all You have a right to is the horrid 
evils which wait for you in death, judgment 


and hell: And the only certain means you 


have to eſcape them, is to think on and 


weigh them well and often. 
PLEAD not for an excuſe to baniſh them 


from your thoughts, that they may fright and 
drive ye to my * venturous mortals! 


there 


| 7 UnconverTaD Stamids, =: 
there is little room for fears of that kinds 
Read the whole ſacred Seriptures through 
and of the many reprobates recorded there, 
you will find but Two, who appear to have 
damned themſelves by 1 of Gotl's 
ſeverity, namely Cain and precipis! 
tated; even They into that _ by previous 
preſumption; in his goodneſs... Whereas 
what . untold Numbers have periſhed for 
want of fearing God at all. And this (oh 
deliberate ſinners !) is what you have moſt 
cauſe to dread. What! Tou deſpair:? 
a. likely thing indeed, that — will be ea- 
fly! prompted to deſpair by remembering; 
his rigqurs, Vo 125 fey. who pretend to 
be ſo intimate with his elem ency. Away 
then with the idle plea. It is a meer meer pre- 
text. De —— the ruling vice of 
Daring. Sinners, till death ſteal unawares 
upon them, and rob them of the leiſure für- 
preſi ron. | Firſt-ſhewy. ſome degree of 
awe; ol Gods, and then will be the proper 
time for his miniſtets to think of guardi 
you from the perverſion of that awe to — 
gerous extremes. For the reſt+-the'Chriſtians, 
whom Satan chiefly: tempts to de ſpond, are 
They whg have ſome fear of their Creator- 
And ſuch indeed may want to be ſupported: 
with conſoling hopes of the -heaven they 
ane imme to partake of. But as for Vou, 
undaunted Sinners; You'are x but 
too much. ſelf- conſolec 
0 LI 
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be dy true, that in your proien ſtate 


You'have no room' to gather any comfort 
from that enchanting object: For there 17 


no peace for the wicked, ſays the Lord. 


SUFFER me then (oh too — 
mortals ) once more to addreſs you with 


_ Ezekiel in God's name. For ſtill you are 
objects of his fond deſires ; ſtill purchaſes 
of the precious blood of Feſus. Turn ye 


to me, faith the Lord, and I will return 
to you, faith the Lord. It is not yet too 


late: though ſoon it may be ſo. With 


if peed then, return from your evil ways + 
why will ye die, oh houſe of Tſrael? ah! 


why indeed? why will needs expoſe 


ſelves to die etern ay,” oh heirs of 
God and coheirs with his heavenly Son 
to his unending glory? Think, I con- 
jure you of the endearing language with 
which your almighty parent invites you to 
return to him: And remember withal, that 


nothing leſs than an eternity of deſolation' 


muſt. attend your negleRing his ene, 


invitation. 


Talcololads tb (ab Wicke Tivers MW 
general !)-if you at all deſire ſolid comfort: If 


vou wiſh to recover your loſt inheritance, 
reſolve forthwith to reform your wicked 


courſe of life: Inſtead of huthing remorſe 
with . falſe hopes of a heaven you take no 


pains to deſerve; think daily of the certain 


foling 


cpa the dreadful Judgment, and the de- 
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foling endleſs hell you muſt expect, unleſs 
vou repent in time and in good ' earneſt, 
theſe the frequent ſubjects of your future 
meditations; at leaſt till you have happily 
excited ſome fear of God within you. 
Then indeed you may begin to raiſe your 
humble thoughts to heaven: Nay then it 
will be right to ſeaſon your awe of your of- 
fended Judge, with hopes in the promiſes 
of your gracious Saviour. By theſe means, 
if you are faithful in the uſe of them, you 
will be ſafe againſt every danger from de- 
ſponding gloom. For, your religious awe 
of God, when thus improved and ſeaſoned 
with a religious confidence in him, will 
become a truly filial fear ; that is, a fear 
ariſing leſs from a ſordid apprehenfion of 
his ſtripes, than from a generous attachment 
to his honour and good pleaſure. And ſuch 
a filial fear of God will prove to you in 
good earneſt a fountain of hfe to guard ye 
from the ruin of death. It will not only 
enable you to work and recover by conver- 
fion the paradiſe of grace you have loſt, but 
it will allo moſt powerfully help you 20 work- 
on and to keep it with perſevering vigilance. 
And after copiouſly watering and enriching 
your penitential hearts with every chriſtian 
virtue, the ſame ſacred ſtream will pour all 
your ſoul's affections into the abyſs of un- 
created Love (that eternal place of pleaſure} 
whence it firſt iſſlued-forth : Where you will 
L1z2 reign 


* 


and, [ſharing in — riches of his glory, you 
will ſweetly experience what he bas o 
proteſted by the mouth 
rant, that He 4 
the wicked mam, but rat 
verted and li 


{ 
( 
i 
I 
I 
0 


33 2 „„ „% 7 7 96 j — 


W. A & E R s, f 
f . 


| INWARD PURITY. 


Concuoavs ee To THE Tis: 
' CENT AND PENITENT RIGHTEOUS. | 


* q g * i * * F N a : 


4 river oy es of the place of pleaſure, 
to water paradiſe; which thence is d. 
vided into four Heads: And the LokRnD 
. Gop 7ook man, and put him into the 


. fe of pleaſure, to work and to - 


Gen, ch. i. ver. 10, 15. 


mY HE inſpired Author of the Proverbs, 
revered Auditors, had great reaſon to 
call the holy fear of God 2 fountain of life: 
for it is ſuch in fact. It is the ſource and 
the ſtay of our very eſſence, if we be but 
conſidered as what we really are—-Bcings 
created by God to be eternally happy. 
| While we are poſſeſſed of that ſacred ſpring, 
no adverſe cauſe can obſtruct or diſturb our 
; enjoyment of inward felicity : 20 him ub 
 Feareth the Lord no evils ſhall happen, ſays 
NINE?” * Wihereas once we part That, 
; | t 
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That, we muſt alſo bjd adieu to all ſolid 
permanent happineſs; if thbu hold not thy- 
ſelf mceſſantly in the fear of the Lord, faith 
the ſame fired writer; thy abode ſhall be 
quickly ſubwerted. Had our firſt. Parengs ; 
never loſt ſight of that fountain of life ;* 
would never have forfeited the paradiſe W* 
their primitive innocence: And had they 
not by penitential amendment regained: that 
habit of grace in which it chiefly conſiſted; 
they would never have recovered their ori 
ginal right to a paradiſe of glory. It is like- 
wiſe by parting from the ſame bleſſed 
ſtream, that ſo many chriſtians forfeit the 
paradiſe of their baptifmal ſanctification: : 
And it is only by returning again to that 
life- giving ſource, by means of the waters of 
a ſincere compunction, that they ever obtain 
the mercy of having a new paradiſe of pe- 
nitential grace replanted in their hearts: So 
it is in like manner only by conſtantly 
'drawing thence the waters of inward purity, 
that (once they have recovered that grace) 
They (as well as the innocent) are enabled 
fo work and fo keep f it with perſeyetance ta 
the end. 
Ir is plain then, that the holy fear of 
God is ſoyereignly vſeful 1 50 een 
neceſſary we to the Ri hteaus and the Un- 
Ti ightequs, It is fo to the ' Righteaus, whe- 
| ther i innocents, or penitents, towards help- 
ing them to the end to work and ta 5 the. 
pirit- 
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Pr iritual paradiſe of divine grace iniplantedi in 
eir diele: And it is fo to the unrighteous, 
towards enabling them ro work and recover 
the paradiſe of grace they have loſt. It was 
therefore, to forward or excite the fame ſa- 
red fear in both kinds of chriſtians (as 
their reſpective fituations ' might require) 
that I invited you All, beloved fellow chriſ- 
tians, to join with me in a kind of ſpiritual - 
navigation through the four great heads, 
into which (fince the fall of man) that fin- 
_ gle myſtic river divides our religious appre- 
asd: : I mean the aweful floods of 
death, judgment, hell and heaven, thoſe my- 
ſtic ſtreams of eternity alluded to in the al- 
legoric ſenſe of my text: that is, in more 
Faul language, the important Four Laſt 
Things, on which our eternal miſery or hap- 
pineſs depends. And theſe indeed are 
grand ſources, to which (by the mouth of 
_ Ecclefiaſticus) God himſelf directs our atten- 
tion in this life, as to the effectual means of 
aſcertaining our endleſs ſafety in the other, 
when he ſays: Remember your laſt things, and 
yu ſhall never fin. As it he had faid ;S— 
Remember your laſt things, oh chriſtian | 
«« Sinners ! that you may draw from thence 
te the waters of a ſincere compunction, to- 
« wards recovering the holy fear of God 
« and the paradiſe of grace you have there- 
« with loſt. Remember too your laſt things, 
" oh innocent and penitent Chriſtians! = 
_  "__E E || 
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« that, Yo may draws. — of 
« inward. purity, in order to improve the 


« holy fear of God. CO paragale of grace 


*© you-at : preſent ap . W 
religious naviga- 


Ir in the courſe o 


tion (as L am — an mal this ſeries; of 


ſpiritual xeflefions): 1, have tetrifyed the 
minds of any of you with a proſpec off the 
horrors. which death, Judgment and Bell. 
will being upon the impenitent wicked ;... 
I have, made you ample amends witch the 
conjectural Vn of the joys which Heaven 
has in ſores for rightequs, Innocents}, and 
Penitents. And whatever eithet ſtrength of 
ſelf- love, or weakneis of faith may indlings; 
you tocthink a 1, have been ſo far from em- 


£ 


ploying, in the one or the other, the leaſt 
exagge ration on hyperbole, that L have been 
forced hy abſolute impotence of language to 


ſtop infinitely/ſhort of reality: All utterance 


beiag dog feeble.ta exprefs the endleſs miſo- 
ry allgtted ton the determined Reprobad . 
and all colours too poor to Pak, the eternal 
has in ſtote for the 
ſteady, Upright. After all I have ſaid then 


delights, which God. 


to amps gg e ene the hor- 
rible. dlatb, judgment 2 65 hell, ta 


_ ther 


Good. And after al | L dae laid to Theſe 
þ 1 about 


* 
1 nary 
— 


tinacy, expoſes them. nothing but. 
rank perverſity can embolden them to draw. 
matter af preſum ption from aught I have , 
advanced for the encouragement of the 
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about the enchanting heaven, which is pre- 


ared to crown their perſeverance, nothing 
be an excels of puſillanimity can tempt them 
to gather motives of dejection from any 
thing I have uttered towards repreſſing the 
arrogance of the Wicked. But I have already 
directed ſome efforts apart to thoſe infatua+ | 
ted ſelf-deluders, towards opening their 
eyes (if poſſible) to the perception of their 
ruinous 'miftake : And therefore I ſhall 
now deyote this whole diſcourſe to You, 
oh Righteous Souls both innocent and peni- 
tent]! And I hope thereby to conſole and 
make ye ſenſible, that, while you continue 
faithfully o work and to keep the paradiſe of 
grace God has planted within you, You 
have no cauſe to be diſmayed with the 
terrible death, judgment and hell-which I 
have denounced to the NO wicked. 


\ 


Devon vegan time (oh ponertns Do- 
nor of all fubſtantial gifts !) to dart a ray 
of thy celeſtial lis phe” upon our ſouls, 'in 
order to diſpell oth us every miſt of er- 
rot, ignorance and perverſity. Permit 
not our ragged merits to wWeaken our filial 
awe of Thee; or any puſillanimous diſmay 

to ſhake the firmneſs of our confidence in 

thy unwearied-mercy. But be chyſelf our 
conſolation and ſupport; and OT 
help us always to remember, Bo. 

en art to thoſe, who pur their truſt in 

M m Thee; 
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4 hee, to 5 foul that ſeeks Meg good 
\ earneſt, Da Nut otic 
ASI S e BORA in 
Tur Wut af compunction, revered 
Ae nd, are not more neceſſary to ſinners, 
towards recovering the fear of God. and the 
e of repentance, than the mater of in- 
d purity, are to the Righteous, towards 
= ing and improving e grace of God 
within them. By the waters & inward pu- 
rity. I mean an - babicual cleanneſs of heart, 
not only from the praRtice of deadly ſin, 
but even from every affection to it: 
mean the inward . of juſtifying piety, 
which chriſtian- "Innocents and Penitents 
enjoy from the ſupernatural endo- 
ments ifaſed into their breaſts by the. Holy 
Ghoſt, "who dwells within them I mean 
the ſame myſtic unction of Godlineſs, which. 
Iſaiah ſpoke of to the Righteous: of 1/+acl, 
when he faid, - Fe;/ball-draw waters fromthe. 
Fountain of © your Saviour = mean the 
ſame ſaving irit of religious: upri 
which; by the mouth of asl, the- Land; 
promiſed * both to Innocents and Penitents, 
towards continuing and improving in his 
favout 3 on condition of their 
aſking it in his name, I wil pour: fort h ry. cer 
ſpirit upon all fleſh; ſaith the Lords and it N. 
/hall be, that All, who invokeithe\name: of abe ſuc 
Lord, ſbull befaved:—I mean the ſame; puri-- 
5 ce conſcience, Sas, „ He 
LY = rl 
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d expreſsly to Penitents in particular, 
5 who faithfully perſevere to work and to keep 
. their repentance in a conſtant improvement : 
d I will pour on you; CLEAN, WATER, faith 
s, the Lord, and qe ſhall. be cleanſed from all 


2 of what this Water is) I 
vill give pon d CLEAN, HEART, and will 
2 NEW SPIRIT in be midfh of y ou :—T 


which is poured into our hearts, by the Holy 
Spirit which is given to us In a word, I 
mean the ſame myſtic waters of religiouſ- 
neſs," which my Saviour meaned and pro- 
miſed to his faithful followers (whether in- 
nocent as a Jogn, or penitent as a Peter: 
He that ewe in me, ſays the divine 
Jxsus, river. of liuing waters ſhall flow out. 
of bir entraili. And leſt the ignorant, or 
2 minded ſhould cavil about the ſenſe 
or propriety of the words here madę ule of 
dy the ſoveteigu Atbiter of lan nguage .anc 
eloquence; the evapgeliſt immediately ex- 
— them in the very ſame myſtic ſenſe I 
ere hiumbly copy from my divine Origin- 
al: Tir be ſpoke (ſays St. John) of the 7 W729 
| ri, "which the balcuert in on. Were fo ne, 
Arab alte Bade ee then built on 
a ſuch divine Authority, I preſume, that the 
moſt illiterate will have no toom to plead. 
rn what I mean in this diſcourſe 
N m2 * by 
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your i»; foulneſſes:; that is (for your clearer | 


mean with St. Paul, that Charity ff Gad, | 
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488 the 122 5 of, jnward; 3 1 not ths 
e any colaur, for charging me 

ed anaticiſi; affectatiog, or impropriety, 

in applying this form of expreſiion, in the 

F Allegotio fenſe it really bears, to, chat ſpici- 

20 tual cleanneſs of. heart, which is alike in- 

fuſed j Into. the fouls of the Righteous, either 

by the grace 0 e A * the grace of 

Ml went Stn Duin 


improvement. Fo *or. 1 3 fear "of God; 0 
which poſleſſes, them, is, while they ſteadily of 
Watch and follow. as ſacred 1 a8, 5 * | 
1 againſt the ike foal ere With him. 
that. ſeareth the; Lord, it all be * 11 55 


Vatter, 9. 55 Ecclefialticus 


"day of þ is death h f eds, 8 
after living thus d lit. of. the; godly,. he 
ſhall dic the deat of ſuch, and Hrecicqus in 
the Jight of God 7s. ihe death. of. bus. ſaints : 
for it is a being transferred, through ale 
tary currents of mortality and judgment, to 
| the bliſsful flood of God's 8 erexnal Love. 18005 
1 No, the reaſon of this defirahle ſecurity 
| of the e diligent Righteouty,s, zas plain and 
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| familiar 8 it is natural, tho vg the 2 
of it be in thernſclves ſupet Go, = 
fear of God then in the Joy of the U aa 
_ whether'they be 7 or Penitents, is 
ever, ol the and fer of the divine ſpirit, 
6 Gi Mie tn TRY, he 


inſt deadly” Ft and. 7 its fatal 

| 1 ORR. Te, who "fear the Lord, faith 

| the divine writer, Believe in bin; and your 

reward: Rall not fail. — * 2, obo . fear the 

Dor hope m bim; and mercy. bal, come to 
vou for your enjoyment”. ine ey ky fear, the 
Tord. love him; and "Gris Pall be 
| Wn. rg Nothing og hor 
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dread from the final evils themſclyes W. ich | | 
„ are reſerved for the wicked. 14 
5 Ix is true (oh Ri ighteous Souls 0 that du- 7 
I ring this life, you are pe rperuilly ſurrounded HE 
f with unnumbered temptations of every kind; 1 
7 which, beſides laying conſtant open ſiege to 14 
7 your hearts from without, hold a treacherous 1 
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4 correſpondence with * dur native concupil- 
4 dene w bin; fot 0 9 n the watch to ſur- 
L | Fl your ſouls; for i ever ready to take ad- 
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vantage of every the leaſt jnconſtanty or 
; inadvertence on your part, to deſtroy the 
| paradiſe of grace in your breaſts. But not 
even theſe inſidious evils ovght to terrify or 
diſmay you; ſo long as, you faithfully perſiſt 
in qbeying the motions and dictates of a holy 
filial fear of that divine Parent and Lord, 
whoſe holy ſpirit it is that abides within 
vou, to animate, to conſole and to ſtrengthen 
you againſt every attack. For ſays the Al- 
mighty by his prophet, No harms ſhall be- 
all him, who feareth the Lord; but in temp- 
tation Gad will keep him and deliver him from 
evils. What room then (oh happy ſouls ) 
have you for dejection or deſpondency? 
I Gad is with us, who ſhall be againſt us? 
Take courage then, my beloved; and fight 
manfully unto. the end, Suffer neither 
the death, the judgment nor the hell of 
ſinners to weaken. your lively hopes of hea- 
ven. Improve your filial fear of God and 
baniſh all preſumption on your own ſtrength... 
Be conſtant in humbling yourſelves under 
his powerful hand, and reflec with Saint 
Paul,. chat No, Man can do aught that is 
good of himſelf : no, nor avoid doing any 
kind of evil, nor even ſo much as invoke 
God's, affiftance to avoid it, or %, Lord” 
Iglu, but in the Holy Gho/t, But then 
amidſt your, yirtuous ſtruggles ; in all your - 
tribulations and anxieties 3, whether by trials 
from without, or temptations from ei 
Fog EL et 
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let nothing ſhake your confidence i in him: 
Remembering! (till Aich the fame apoſtle, that 
von can ao all things in Him, who; Hrengt bent 
you 3,and 75 as Ecclefraſticus ſays, the fear 
of the Lord ſets fel” above all 75 Be 
then but faithful” to that holy, fear within 
you; and you will have nothing to dread 
belides. For fays the great Veſſel of elec- 
tion: God rs faithful, bo will not ſuffer you 
to.be tempted beyond your firength ;. but 2 
derive. advantage to you from Lk: chat 
you may be. 25 to endure „ 
Hr by the bye it is ealy to Akin 
guiſh the 100 fear of the Lord which ac- 
hates the brealts of his Elect, from the i im- 
pious dread; Which, in ſpite of their hard- 
neſs, agitates the ſouls of the reprobate. 
It, is certain; that all created Beings 9 
with, intelligence, are forced to ſtand. in ſome 
fear of .t their awful Creator. But how infi- 
nite is the difference between the amorous 
fears of the Righteous and the diſaffected 


484 + 


terrors of the Wicked! The fears of un- 
godly. men, like thoſe of demons, are the 
tremblings of mutinous flaves, who (as 
David with eloquent conciſeneſs ſays) falk 
to themſelves Iabaur in à precept. Tat is 
to ſay, they perſuade themſelves, that the 
 ealy yoke” of the divine commandments is 
an unwieldy burden. Wherefore looking 
upon God as an inſupportable taſſæ- maſter, 


. dure in A b conſtant babit of Ee 
"him 
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him and yet offending him. 80 that at 
the ſame time that their conſcious guilt 
| — 2 them to tremble at his merited 
Wrath, 


them of faith, hope and charity, emboldens 
them to multiply their offences in contempt 


of their terrors. It is no wonder then that 
' the wicked in the midſt of all their forced 
and unhallowed fears, ſtill preſumptuouſſy 


purſue the criminal gratification 2 their 


idolized appetites, like the reprobate in- 
habitants of Samaria, of whom in the fourth 


of Kings the ſacred Hiſtorian ſays, Theſe 
people were inuted fearing God, but never- 
rbelz were fer ving their idolt alſo. © 
Ox e; the fear of the Godly is is 
a confident reverence of fond and grateful 
children towards their beloved indulgent 


Parent and God: It is a dread of his diſs 


_ Pleaſure rather than of his chaſtiſements : It 
is a filial awe which makes them leſs ap- 
prehenfive of his frowns'than of the offence 
they are marks of, and more eager to deſerve 
and poſſeſs his love, than the bleſſings which 
flow from it. And this filial fear of God 
which animates the innocent and penitent 
Righteous (being conſtantly refreſhed with 
the myſtic waters of inward purity, hat is, 


fortified with the facred unction of faith; 


hope, charity and all the other gifts of the 
divine ſpirit within them) is inceflantly 


— new fruits of Chriſtian vir- 


tue 


the wilful deadneſs they feel within 
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tue and piety; eee to the > it 
Vine ptomiſe in /as ag amo 2 tht 
herbs (chat is as the: F os underſtand. the 
words, appear in all thetr ations). a8 plenti- 
| fully as willows 770 running Waters. 
Bleffed therefore. 1 ta whom it 1s given o 
1 this fear. of. 4 Lotd is Bleſſed indeed ! 
as the fe bears witneſs, He ſhall Ze 
445 5 trees * | js planted by rivers of 2:60 
that briugeth-farth itt fruit in its proper 
feaſon.z Hit leaf 40% (the glotious G of 
his actions) ſhall. not wider 7 Andy | 
immenſe difference from'wi 
while 24 hal lite Jo F that 
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ho 
ledges of. our broke 1 as yu faitkö. 
7 Thr to cultivate them. e ; 
ing, therefore to the advice of Saint Pat to 
the. Hebrews and in them to Us, Wich 7 
ſeverance let ui 4 8 % Gd in N 
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Fang in 1 of faith, having our hearts 


Jprinkled from an evil conſcience and our body is. 
Avaſhed with CLEAN WATER. — In other 1 
words to the ſame purport: / Let us be aſſi - * 
% duous to work and to keep the paradiſe of A 
on grace, which is in us, every day more and < 
« more improved with the myſtic waters of * 
% inward purity, by reſolutely guarding our 1 
e ſouls from inward guilt and our bodies * 
«, from ſenſual indulgence : And we muſt f 
be ſafe. Let us, with the apoſtle, hold K 
aft the confeſſion of our unwavermg hope (for 1 
He if faithful who. has. promiſed} and let us 
confider one-another to our mutual incitement 
to charity and good works. Ves: let us che- 
riſh our filial fear of with practical 


; confidence in his promiſed aſſiſtance: And 
Y not content with being good Ourſelves, let 
us promote charity and good actions in our 
Nei ghbours, by our exemplary conduct void 
of all motives of yain glory: And however 
terrible be the death, judgment and hell of 
impenitent ſinners, We ourſelves can have 
no cauſe of dejecting and deſponding dreads 
from thoſe final evils, For thoſe very evils, 
which will prove to hardened reprobates ſo 
many bitter ſources of irreparable ruin; if 
we make a proper uſe of them cowards 
ſtrengthening the fear and love of God al- 
ready within us, will become ſo many ad- 
ditional helps towards our everlaſting Secu- 
* * The flood of Death, bitter as its wa- 
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ters muſt be to Them, will be ſweet and 


of conſolation to Us: The tremendous de- 


luge of judgment, embittered as it will be 
to Them by a forced reſtitution of the juſt 
awe they have renounced of their offended 
God, will be ſweetened to Us by the reco- 

very of that -honour peace and ſafety; we 
him had ſo often and ſo cruelly diſturbed'in 
this life: And the horrible abyſs of three-' 
fold deſolation, which will eternally over- 


whelm Their ſouls with unmingled gall, 


will only ſerve to enhance by compariſon 
the exquiſite ſweetneſs of that everlaſting None | 


We now aſpire to, and ſhall one day he pu 
in full poſſeſſion of. Vou therefore 1 


righteous Chriſtians!) inſtead of having any 
room to be caſt-down or dejected by the con- 
ſideration of thoſe final evils, have every 


reaſon to draw from them matter of conſo- 


lation to yourſelves, by reflecting on the 
very different fruits you have in 113 power 


to draw from them. Ng 
hich 


Now this difference af. {ogy | 


5 * tremendous evils are productive of to 


the Good and the Bad, are eee pre- 
figured to us in two diſtinct paſſages of 
Holy Writ. When Torah wickedly per- 
ſiſted in revolting from his maker's: com- 
mand, we are told. by the prophet himſelf, 


that the Lord cauſed him to be ſfedllowede | 


up alive by an enormous whale : Which, 
in b the Judgment of divines and even of 


N FS Jona, 


unrepenti 
Jonah re 
repentance ; no ſoqner did he apply again 
to his offended maker with filial fear and 
4 confidence, than the very ſame monſter, 
which was deſtined to rae! is him, if con- 
tumacious to the laſt, was made a means 
of his fafety, when penitent. Tcriad aus of 
my tribulation to our Lorq—aut of the belly of 
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Yonah, x was a type of the hell, prepared for 
fingers. - But no was 

ated in God's "ng by cordial 


id 


bell I cried, and thou Wy heard my waice, 
ſays the prophet. Ves: for aur Lord pale 
to the fiſh, which he appointed to chaſtiſe 


'the obſtinate criminal; and cauſed it, by 


vomiting- up Fonah upon dry land, to become 


23 a means of fafety to the converted rebel. 
a In like manner that horrible death, judg- 
| 65 and hell, which God in the rigour of 


s juſtice has deſtined for the * — 


of unyielding Sinners, are alſo by his ineffa- 
ble mercy appointed incentives to ptomote 
the ſanctification, and glory of the Righ- 
teous ; if Bheſe are but careful to make a 

6 Proper and faithful uſe of them. 5 | 


Buy the moſt ſtriking figure of this con- 


4 


ſoling truth we have in the xivth. of Exo- 

du Where we find, that God, being re- 

"ſolved to deliver the Iſraelites. from the 
bon of Egypt, led them forth from it 
throu 2 the deſart, and a croſs the red ſea 


in a ſtrong and mighty hand. For when 


— * 


| the Egyptians cloſe behind. were, purſuing. 
? them 
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n with vehemence, He interpoſed à pil. 


Jar of firt to darken their way and ſtop their 


purſuit, While it ſerved as a Beacon to the 


terrifyed fugitives, to lead them on; and 
then dividing the waters, He made an 


ing in the heart of the ſea, for the people to 
paſs through on the dry land; after which 


they united again and involved 'Pharaob and 


his whole army in one common ruin; 


Thus manifeſting at one juncture with a 


twofold miracle the rigour of his juſtice, 


and the tenderneſs of his mercy. But what 
4s 1 ſingular in this portentous event, and 


y applicable to our preſent pur- 


the children of Tjrael, was at one and the 
fame time a cloud of impenetrable darknefs 


to his enemies and a luminous planet to 
direct his choſen friends on their, way; and 
that the felf-ſame divided flood, which. was 


deſtined to be the common grave of the 
former, was (ſays the ſacred hiſtorian) as it 


were, @ wall to the latter on their right band 


and their left. Now what, I beſecch, was 


| this but a moſt manifeſt figure of God's 


ineffable wiſdom ; which, reaching from end 


_ fo end flrongly and di iſbofong all things ſiveetiy, 


has, with ſuch wondrous juſtice and mer- 
cy, diſpoſed, that the very Tame final hor- 
rors of death, Judgment and hell, that ace 


deſtined to effect the ruin of the unrepent- 


ing 


"ray that the very identic fiery pillar, 
ink which God parted the Egyptians from 
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334 Coneluſive 'Drifſeourſe © 
ing Wicked, ſhall be the uſeful means of pro- 
moting the conſolation and fpiritual advance- 
ment of the Righteous ? And ſuch indeed 
they muſt be; if Theſe but faithfully perſe- 
vere in dtawing from the frequent 3 
remembrance of them conſtant recruits of 
inward purity, towards cheriſhing their filial 
Fear and confidence in him. And therefore 
it is, that, by the mouth of his prophet, 
he directs them fo to do: Remember your 
Jaft things; and ye ſhall never fin. ' 
» TT is plain then (oh pious ſouls, who 
are ſtruggling forward in the paths of vir- 
tue ! — ſtriving to ſerve God becauſe you 
fear him, and chieffy fearing him becauſe- 
you love him! ) that You have happily 
no cauſe to be dejected with what 1 
have ſaid to unrepenting finners concerning 
death, judgment and hell. Your aim 18 
virtue and Your deſire is God and his hea- 
ven. He therefore, who kindled theſe af- 
feQions in you, will, if you faithfully perſiſt 
in ſeeking him, accompliſh your pious 
wiſhes. His never-failing truth and pro- 
miſe are engaged to do it. The ſame eter- 
ral Verity, who tells preſumptuous ſinners, | 
that the defire of the wicked ſhall periſh, ex- 
preſsly avers to You, that the ' hopes 4 the 
Juſt are gladneſs, and the wiſhes of the RSH 
feous will be granted. What then have Tu 
to dread from the puniſhment of evil-doers ? 
Let Thoſe, who delight in evil, quake and 
- ba „ tremble z 
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tremble : Not Ye, who hold it in abhor- 
tence. No: You, if you perſevere, muſt 
needs be ſafe beneath the wing of his pro- 

tecting Love. For, as the prophetie monarch, 
fays, the Lord will not leave the rod of the. 
wicked to the lot of the. Righteous, nor ſuffer , 
the Good to  fretch e ar hands to 


ini uity. 

couch LY [beloved fellow Chriſtians then 1 
You in the firſt place, whoſe ſouls are yet 
unſtained with deadly guilt! And ſome ſueh 
I dare to hope there are among you. You 
then, I/, oh enviable ſouls, who happily 
have hitherto preſerved untainted your bap- 
tiſmal grace! what cauſe can you alledge 
for dejection, or deſpondency? what room 
have you to be diſmayed by the death, judg- 
ment, or hell of hardened ſinners; perſiſt- 
ing as you do in hating and avoiding deadly 
fin? For as E/phaz laid to Job, ſo may 1 
tay to you: Reflect a little, I beſeech you. 
and point me out an inſtance, if you can: 
When was the Innocent ever left to periſh 
to eternity ? or when was the Upright ever 
ſuffered to be cut-off? And in the next 
pots You, oh dear loved Chriſtians, who 

eretofore were ſinners; but now (thank 
heaven) are no longet ſo l what have You to 
do with the terrors of the hardened wick- 
ed? Vou, through God's preventing grace 
with your co-operation, have repented in 


good time. You waited not till your re- 
* 


pentance became a forced one; but fincere2 
by freely and with all your hearts returned 
to God in time and ſought his mercy: Had 
even Judas done as much, he might have 
died a glorious apoſtle.—You have wept 
pour fins: You ſtill bewail them; ſtill des 
| teſt them; and ſhun the occaſions of them: 
You are doing voluntary penance and deſi- 
tous rather to die than offend your God 
again. You then are entitled to the gra- 
ciĩous promiſe he made you by the mouth 
of Zachariah his prophet : Return to Me, 5 
faith the Lord; and I will return to Youg © 
faith the Lord. Nay you are already in 
poſſeſſion of that promiſe. You (like the 
goſpel-prodigal) of your own accord have 
accepted the preventing mercy of your of- 
fended Fe/us, to return to him: And the 
offended, but forgiving Jeſus has chear- 
fully received you to his favour. He has 
reveſted you with the nuptial Garment of 
his grace; He has kindly re-admitted you to 
his holy table; He has regaled you with the 
' bread of life, his precious body and blood: 
And now He lives again in You, and You 
in Him. There is no damnation then for 
You, while you faithfully perſevere in this 
bleſſed ſtate. No, fays St. Paul: There is 
no damnation for them, who are in Chriſt 
Jeſus. So long then as you ſtand firm in 
your good purpoſes : So long as you perfitt 
in ſtriving and watching and praying, that 
| you 


— 
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oa enter not again into 2 N ; You 
have nought to dread from 's Exalpe- _ 
rated wrath againſt unyielding finners. Had 
He delighted in Your ruin, he would not 
have needed to call you to repentance : He 
juſtly might have left you to your own per- 
verfity. But as I live, ſaith the Lord (by 
Ezekiel his ſervant) I have no pleaſure in 2 
death of a finner, but rather in that he turn 

from his evil ways and live. This you have 
happily effected: And therefore, provided 
» you take faithful care never to return again, 
like the dog to his yomit (as the ſcripture 
expreſſes it) the death of ſinners, the judg- 
ment of ſinners, the hell of ſinners are not 
made for You. __ 
Bur, methinks, I hear ſome timorous 
Penitent cry-out, in the words of David— 
t alas! my iniguities have laid hold of me, in- 
« ſomuch that I cannot hok-up : They are 
r multiplied above the hairs of my bead: So 
« that my heart has forſaken me. How then 
r beneath ſo unwieldy a load ſhall I avoid 
t being dejeced ? which way ſhall I think 
⁊ of the puniſhment of ſinners and not 
* quake with deſpondency for myſelf ?” 
Which way, do you aſk? I will tell you, 
beloved: Think of them juſt as repeating _ 
David did. Compare the multitude of 
your fins with the greater multitude of God's 
mercies: Reflect, that, however great be 
00 . "the 


238 cCaclgze⸗ D fut ; 
the ib and weight of your 12 of⸗ 
fences, God's truth and mercy are Wente 
reater : And withal remember, that hei- 
nous as thoſe ſins were, thanks to the di- 
vine mercy, you have repented of them, 
and are reſolved to atone for them by your 
future virtuous conduct: And happily for 
You, your eternal welfare pen not upon 
the inexorable tyrant, Man. What, tho” 
with wretched man, no reformation, no 
number, eminence or ſteadineſs of poſte- 
tior virtues will ſuffice to obliterate or atone 
for one youthful {lip, one indiſcretion of a 
green and Tchougbdelß time of life; nor ay 


repentance or amendment ferve to appeaſe 
him? Not ſuch the diſpoſition of the God 
| You ſerve. He is a God of clemency : who 
requires no more than, that you repent ng 
love of Him, and perſevere 1 in your re 
| tance ; as he tells you by the mouth o hls | 
pro het: Make you clean, ſays the Lord: 
though your fins be as. ſcarlet, they ſhall 
become white as ſnow. God promiſes, for 
a recompence to your repentance, to whiten. 
your finful lives to innocence ? what more 
can infinite Goodneſs ſay to encourage you? 
He not only gave the repentance y ou en- 
joy and promt s to reward your fidelity in 
it, but he offers his aſſiſtance to renc ler you 
faithful, What more can infinite I ove be 


wiſhed to do, towards. deſerving all your 
confic lence ? 


1 R n N * 
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confidence ? . do you - doubt, or deſp pond 
then? oh ye. of little faith ! Wherefore 
ſhould You, with ſuch an Aſſiſtant be at all 
diſmayed, oh chriſtian Innocents and Peni- 

tents? why heſitate one ſingle inſtant to 
t your ars truſt with unſhaken firm- 
neſs in that all- gracious Lord, who. gives 
you ſuch ſubſtantial proofs of his un- 
wearied bounty? With Eocigſaſticus then 
I beſeech you, Children, look round the na- 
Hons of men; and know ge, that none hall 
ever hoped in our Lord and been confounded. 
ATL this is true {perhaps you will re- 
« phy) and I ſhould never be deſected by the 
© remembrance.. of my former ſins; was 
« I but happily exempt from all their 
« fatal influence. But alas I in Ipite of all 
2 good pu 19 and efforts, I ſtill con- 
cc tinue miſerably weak; ſtill daily ſtumble 
« into faults: And though I daily try to 
„ riſe again and ſtruggle forward, I {tilt 
* keep ſtumbling-on.” —This, I confels i is 
A. painful ſituation for All, who love and la- 
bour to pleaſe God. It is indeed (oh righ- 
teous Souls !) ſufficient matter to keep You 
humble and augment your filial fear of God 


and diflidence of yourſelves :. But Jets. it. is 
no cauſe for terror or deſp wenn 5 
God, towards ſaving you, indiſpenſably re- 
quired you to be impeccable ; he would 
have made you ſo. And fince he has not, 
| 0 all 
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all he requires is, that you live in 2 copſtant | 
diſpoſition | to improve in the holy fear of | 
Him; that you loye him aboye all things 
with all your ſouls; and love his creatures 
for his fake : deteſting All that can diſpleaſe 
him, and aſpi ings to the ao ractice of 
All that is p to him. ort all he 

eſſentially ee of yoy 55 you Heart: 
My child (ſays He to at He one of you) groe 

| me your heart. Giving him T a, ou 

= give him all you haye to roll and all he 

1 chiefly covets of you. Giving him That, 
his mercy will perfect the gift to his likin 
Give him therefore That: : And you wil 
find 1 pſalmiſt's words verified in you,— 

that rhe Lord is merciful and gracious, 

i r anger Que plenteous Us J You 20 

4 Ind, chat, bs will not deal with You (oh In- 

| nocen ts fer the rate and meaſure of Jour 
ns of frailty : Nor will repay You (oh Peni- 
tents !)--according to your palt iniquities. You 
will find on the feyerſe; that far as the caſt 
ts fromthe weſt, he will remove your tranf- 
greffions from you ; and that, like as a father 

pitiet bis cy aren, ſo doth the Lord pity them 
who fear him, with a truly filial fear. For 
He. kneweth Our frame and remembereth that 

We are duft. Ves: he knows that your na- 
ture is but weak and has his impenetrably 

gracious motiyes for 2 5 g it to be 10. 


May 


- 


= 
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May not his Mercy, peradventure, permit 
Tra! reſent weakneſs (oh Innocents I) on 


ole to make you more watchful, and 


8 Oc ent-; to guard you from greater 


— and ſave you from Riritual pride, the 


vorſt and moſt deſtructive kind of pride ? 


On purpoſe ¶ I mean) to make you ſenſible, 
how wretched you would be without his 
race, ſince even with its aid, you are: ſtill 


o feeble? And may not the ſame paternal 


Tenderneſs (oh Penitents I) with the ſame 
bounteous view permit You alſo ſtill to feel 
returning ſymptoms of your native miſery? 
partly to chaſtiſe thereby your former folly 3 

and partiy to encreaſe your future enmity to 


ſin, by ſuffering you to feel at times the 
be relics which This AIR leaves | 


behind? 
Bur e 5 his ineffable pur 


* 


againſt it, without miſtruſtful murmurs or 
deſponding doubts. of the goodneſs of that 
ſovereign Being, who permits it. It ſtill 
behoves Vou to keep ftruggling-on, wa] 
humble chearfulneſs, religious fear 

cordial confidence. And the more you ard 
ſenſible of your weakneſs, the more it is 


incumbent on you to be perpetually upon 


your guard againſt ſurpriſe ; that o may 
always be in readineſs (as often as you 
Fame and 1 ground) to tiſe, ack 
breath, 
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permitting it; it till behoves You to ſtrive 
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| breath, e again; like perſbde 
climbing-up a ſteep and craggy mountain, 
What, though they often flip, get : up, and 
flip again? It is by very dint of many a re» 
covered loſs of gtound (from inadvertent 
ſtumbles) that they pert ae acquire the 
art to advance with th Readineſs and and reach at 
laſt the ſummit. | Inſtead then of ſuffering 
your ' preſent mrakngfi to diſpirit you, re- 
ſolve with St. Paul, to glory in 1 _ 
anities, that the firength if C 
wil hin you. _ That is to 7A 


tefling, that all you are is i 
build your whole confidence on God, — 


only ſtrength; and baniſhing all puſillani- 
mous miſtruſt,” ſay I e, I can 
& all things in Gam, who ſirengthens 00 In- 
ſtead of looking back with ſlaviſh horror on 
the Precipice you have eſcaped, look for- 
ward with comfort on the Mercy which has 
ſaved you, and thankfully cry-out to God 
with Daved :—how great is the multitude 
taeſe, oh Lord, which thou haſt 'boarded- 
wp for theſe, who fear thee. In a word, in- 
Read of ſuffering the Death, Judgment and 
Fell of ſinners to damp your fervor, redouble 
that fervour by comparing Them with the 
ſubſtantial bliſs prepared for you in Heaven, 
if you are faithful to the end. | 
I is certain then, oh innocent and penis 


ene 3 that your * ſo exemp 
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you not from ſometimes thinking on thoſe 
final evils of the wicked. No: rather it 
hehoves ye to recollect them often, that you 
may draw from Them ffeſh ſupplies of vi- 
gour to improve within you the myſtic wa- 
ters of inward purity; that you may fortify 

with perſeverance your filial fear and confi- 
dence in God. And therefore ſays the 
Lord by his prophet: Remember your Laft 
Things and you ſhall never fn. God has 
planted in your hearts a ſpiritual paradiſe of 
ace, to the ſame beneficent end for 
which he put man into the paradiſe of plea« 
ſure, namely, to work and to keep it. He 
deigns to water it with the /ingle myſtic vi- 
ver, the Afe- giving fountain of a holy fear of 
Him: And he expects that You induſtriouſſy 
co-operate with Him towards ſtrengthening 
that . facred ſtream, by drawing frequent 
recruits of fervour from the four important 
heads into which it is now divided. 
Think often then on the death, judgment 
and hell prepared for hardened finners : 
Yet think not on them with the horror of 
diſaffected ſlaves, that N at the ſcour- 
of a tyrant whoſe hated yoke they 
Sg beneath; but with the ſubjection of 
fond and grateful children, who, when they 
eye the rod, are lefs afraid of it as an in- 
ſtrument of ſmart, than as a token of their 
parent's diſpleaſure. Think on them, to 
adore his Juſtice in the puniſhment of fin 
FI - „ and 
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and his Mercy. in guarding you wee bothe 


Think too with joy on that river of de- 
lights, that bliſsful Heaven, prepared to re- 
compence the Virtuous. Think, hope and 


ſigh inceſſantly for That, not ſo pak ty | 
from the ſordid principle of hirelings, be- 


cauſe it is profitable to yourſelves, as. from 


the nobler motive, that there you will for- 


ever love and adore and. praiſe your ſove- 


reign Benefactor. Keep that delightful 


proſpect always in your thoughts, to prop 


your weakneſs, to animate your conſtancy, 


to improve your love and fear of God, and 


to encreaſe your confidence in Him. And 


in whom ſhall you confide fo ſafely as in 
Him, who has your eternal welfare more at 


heart than You have it yourſelves ? You did 
not create that heaven for yourſelves : He 


did. You have not purchaſed it with your 


blood: He has: And died a painful ſhame-. 


ful death to make it yours forever. He on 
his croſs had every one of You as e in 
his divine mind, as the whole world t 
ther. And had but One of you wanted 


redemption; he would have died as 3 
fully for that only One, as he did for all 
mankind. judge then if God deſires not 
your endleſs happineſs infinitely more than 
You do; and whether, if you be faithful to 
the end in co-operating with Him to ſecure 
it, you may not look on Heaven as already 
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yours. 
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To conclude then, my beloved : Al- 
though, while you continue to cling to God, 
you have nothing to dread from the final 
evils of the hardened Wicked; be diligent 
to draw thence frequent recruits of inward 
purity to fortify your filial Fear of Him. 
And chearfully preſſing-on to your native 
Heaven, deem it your own; and wiſely. 
make it ſo, by reſolving with St. Paul, 
that neither life nor death, nor any other 
creature, ſhall ſeparate you from the Love of 
God in Chriſt Feſus. Thus you will an- 
ſwer your divine Benefactor's gracious de- 
ſign in planting within you a paradiſe of 
baptiſmal or penitential grace; namely, as 
my text ſays, 20 work and to keep it. And 
thus the myſtic river of divine fear (that 
fountain of life) after watering and enriching 
your inward paradiſe with every chriſtian 
virtue, will bear back all your affections into 
the abyis of uncreated Love, whence it firſt _ 
iſſued- forth. So that then all your fears and 
hopes and wiſhes will be ſweetly immerſed 
in a boundleſs ocean of UNIVERSAL, EVER=- 
' LASTING HAPPINESS: For then You will 
forever be feaſted and rejoiced in the preſence - 
of God : Who will be himſelf Ye our unmenſe 
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N. B. The Two Diſcourſes in the 
following Appendix were ſpoken: 
next in order after the Second 
Diſcourſe po: Hell: And are 
' properly to be read before the 
two Diſcourſes upon Heaven. 
oh ne here only given by way of 
Appendix; as not a Part of 
the Four LasT- Trixes 2 
— called. 
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mas Torment * | moe 
r wache on a «hn, 


"A — — fuel tas Sake 


water Paradice'; whith 

into four Heads : (Gen. ii. 16.) os 2 
unn, ſhall Ne out of the houſe if the 
Der and fhall water ThE FoFfen 7 3 
abe. G. 18.0 = 


„ - flood of hell, it i; 4 comfort to look 
back and ſee all the difficulties of our myſtic 
navigation ſurmounted. Yes; There is now” 

an end to all matter of * 

The Fear of the Lord, that fountam of life; has | 

led ont meditations through the three grand . 

ſources of our juſt alarms. Aud furdly e 

bare remembrance of fuch horrors as we have 1 


gm 
faffice to trengthe 

— 45 fervor, and render all deadly 5 
| hideous to our thoughts, — 

horrors can poſſibly be. If ſo; the friendlier 

ſtream of death, I truſt, will in the end waft uns 

ſtrait * If ſo; even the bitter 1 


3 rrER Sah wading "wk" bole = 


flood 


nh 


flood of judgment will be changed for us ints 
a fruitful fource of endleſs ſweets : And i ſo: 


gloomy thoughts for the future. * For, what 


* 


have to fathom, the river of heaven I mean ; 


45.75 


of God. and the Lamb. 
Tuvs, in a kind of —— dream, 


was 1 raiſing my dejected ſpirits after — laſt 
diſcourſe; and already, as it were ;tackingabo ut 


N _ n 7 R . * * . "IM 
a a a 5 8 | | _— 5 7s , Wert i #1, 
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cohriſtian confidence: when (al 


Point of ſteering my eager fancy 0 
that enchanting river, or rather — 2 Fro 85 


4 on (methought): like. moſt other way-fafers 
in this tempeſtuaus: world, ſadly miſtaken in 
gt reckoning | For lol a neighbouring uns 
thought of channel (ſomewiſe like the Medway: 
to the Thames) opening to my unexperienced 
view, ſhuts up for the preſent the entrance of 
that bliſsful ſtream. And behold ! while I 
| ſtand agaſt at my too late diſcovered miſtake, 


bliſs, I find myſelf in a manner faſt aground 
in a tharny torrent of ſorrow l a painful ſhal- 


n wa ä too _ chriſtian tra- 


we may fairly bid defiance to bell and all its 
delolations : "IF, ſo, in a word; farewell to all 


more have we to do henceforth, than to ſooth 
our fond wiſhes, by launching, with anticipa- 
ting thought, into the only remaining flood we 


that abyſs of life, which don from the chrone 


my anxious mind with a — gale of 


F —=m oo mw win = a 


the heaven we are made for; how did I find 


inſtead of anchoring as I propoſed in a river of 


low, where, for want of a more ſcrupulous: 


vellers | 


>" os Þ#-.. 


(5) 
vellers tow-ards heaven are likely to ſtick for a 
time, till a fountain ſhall ue out of the houſe ' 
of 8p Lord, to water that torrent of thorns. 

Bur, oh my God! is it poſſible, that chriſ- 
tian fouls, once ſafe from the dreadful floods of 


death, judgment and hell, may have aught 


beſide to fear beyond the grave ?——aught to re- 


yes | — As ſure as God is merciful and juſt, ſo 
ſurely there is and muſt be an intermediate 
channel between the flood of hell and that of 
heaven. Or Co leaue a while the ſigure for the 


letter) there is and muſt be a middle-itate'in_ 


the other world, between eternal pains and 
everlaſting joys. Call it a urgatory, or tran- 
ſient place of ſufferance: call it a place of tem- 
Iryexpiation; or ſuſpenſio 
lifs: or call it by any other name which plea- 
ſes beſt: the truth is ſtill the ſame. There 
muſt be a middle ſtate heyond- the grave of 
temporary ' atonement: for ſuch of God's de- 
partod elect, as, being free from deadly guile, 
launch into eternity not wholly cleanſed in this 


life from every moral ſtain: A ſtate, in which 
they muſt remain till they have totally ſatisfied 


their loving God's impartial juſtice by their 


own ſufferings, or by the charitable interven- 


tions of the ſurviving faithful in their be- 


half; — either 2 by their on thorny 
ſorrows in that vale Tc ſuſpence; or by the 
fountain of charitable ſuccours, which ſhall iſſue 


| Ms the 7. s the Lord i congregion| 


© I pl bs *% 
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tard their joyous entrance into heaven ? — ah 


(6) 


of living chriſtians) to . 4 ven of 
nn \ ih 

. genre r Uns Tradition, 3 Ger inbiaſed 
Reaſon, if we ſuffer them to guide us, will lead 
us ſtrait on to that dolorous flat. Thither then, 
revered chriſtians, after 'Theſe, ee ſteer our 
attentive thoughts for the preſent; that, viewin 

_ the diftreſsful ſtate of ſuch of God's — 
favourites as are ſtranded there, their ſuffetings 
may awaken all oor piety to their relief, and 
all our circumſp to our on fec | 
From. the three immediately. preceding ſub- 
jets I have diſcourſed upon, it is plain, that 
death, judgment and hell; are three very terri- 
ble dry becauſe the i is a myſtic affem- 
blage of the bitter waters of contradidtion ; the 
Second is a myſtic junction of the bitterer wa- 


ters of reſtiturion; and the third, a myſtic and 


eternal confluence of the moſt bitter waters of 
threefold deſolation. And now I to 
make it full as plain, chat che Middle - State of 
| ſouls detain'din 71 between hell 
| and heaven; though it be I may be indulxed 
the figurative expreſſion } a kind of 12 
and a ſafe one in the main, is an extromely 
8 painful argon vob: for the time. N 


ALMIGH TY. Lotd of boundleſs bounty, 
notwithſta all the rigour of thy ĩimpar- 
tial Juſtice, haſt deſtined the moſt defective 

of thy deceaſed elect to reign at laſt eternally 


with ther; and haſt mean time intruſt- 


ed with us the means to expiate their una- 
' toned 


1 
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ons; exert thy'farther mer-" 

— En 275 minds of 

© chriſtians to comprehend the truths T am 

about to utter, and warm their hearts to the 

charitable — ＋ r of thy oor oe hare | 
Saints, an Improvement eir love | 
and fear of thee. © oy — 


Un1nss we viltally Gut our eye, revr S 
Auditors, to the faving lights. of Holy — * 
Wy ſeeing,: that there is and muſt 
| be, beyond the grave, a Middle-State: between: 
hell and been, They who were raiſed from 
the, dead by Blat and Eifoo, as well as: the: 
— bake. the beloved Lazarus, and all 
thoſe,, whom the divine Feſas. reſtored to life: 
bath hefpre his bleſſed death. and during the 
ion, en many ſpeaking —— 4 it. 
or duxing their detention in the other world, 
— rere either in hell, or in hea- 
ven. Not in hell; for there (as I have elſe- 
where. proved ®) here in no redemption. — And 
not-in-heaven : for there, as the royal pſalmiſt 
witgeſſas, thei Lord aul not ſuffer the righteous 
ta be-diflurbed; Of courſe then the other world 
admits, of 'a Middle-State, which is neither 
hall, nor heaven. To this indeed it may poſ- 
ſtbly ba anſwered. that thoſe ſouls are ſuppoſed: 
to haxe exiſted; during their abſence from this 
life, in-the Zink of the patriarchs, where all. 


2 Sermon (with a Preface in Anſwer to Mr. Yhiſtan 
42. under the following Title. Eternal * 


0 ts nece 5 ary Conſequence 7 1 2 * 


— tranſ 


in their 


(8) 


the de of the all lau were detained, till 
Chriſt, the firſt-born of the dead, led their 
captivity captive after him to his celeſtial king 
dom: And moſt divines agree, that the Middle- 
State of the ali law, that is, the Limbo of the 
Fathers, expired with their deliverance. at our | 
Lord's aſcenfion. This therefore cannot be a 
ſufficient nt to prove a Middle-State in 
the new law, the law of grace. It is very true, 
Chriſtians ; This alone cannot be ſuch; nei- 
ther do I mean, that it ſhould. — No, all I 
mean to draw from thence is the clear demon- 
ſtration, that, it is neither impoſſible, nor re- 
pugnant to faith, or common-ſenſe, that ſouls - 
from this life, be for a time detained 
in the other world in a ſeparate ſtate, which 
is neither hell, nor heaven; — that it is nei- 
ther abſurd nor inconfiſtent with the ideas we 
qught to entertain of God's impartial juſtice, 
Mercy, Truth and Love to his elect; nor in- 
compatible with the undoubted right of Theſe 
to eternal glory (in virtue of God's gracious 
promiſe) for ſome of them to be puniſhed af - 
ter death with a temporary ſuſpenſion from that 
glory. For here, we ſee, that the perſons I 
have ans though dead to this wn 
neither went to hell nor heaven; or they could 
not have returned from thence, as I 
ſerved. So in like manner Adam, Abel, Noah, 
Moſes, Abraham, David, and many other fa- 
thers of the old law, though canoniſed in Holy 
Writ for faints and favorites of God, died i _ 


| * 
led i in the Almigh &y's grace and favour ; a 


entitled alſo to the endleſs 


ved for ages after death of his beatifying pi 
ſence, and retained in a Middle-State, w 


leaſt we have no revelation to the cont 
But then it is ſelf-evident; that (their yearn-- 


ceflant and inten(s, till they were put in 
1 of him by their Redeemet entiſt) 


ſpirit wh ich is inſepatable from vehement de- 


od Was a 1 ment entailed upon 
original guilt only, or appointed 98 70 to om 
them from any fallin gs of their on not-ſuf- 
ficient 


| not regarding our preſent ſubject. Enough it 


| is for our intent, to fire thus manifeſt to al = 


men (who are not reſolved to ſhut their eyes 


to every truth, they once have undertaken to 
oppoſe) that even in the old law, the och 
„ LG 7985 5 


2 


therefore (in virtue f his faithful covenant) 

were not only ſafe from the abyſs of hell, but 
poſſeſſion of himſelf 

in heaven: Yet were they nevertheleſs 5 


was not either the hell of the damned or = 
heaven of the bleſſed. Indeed in that State, 
they were perfectly at reſt from all anxieties. 
with regard to their eternal fafety ; and pro- 
bably at reſt too from every ſenſiti ve pain: -_ 


ings after God, their ſovereign Good, being i in- 5 
they did, and naturally muſt, during their 


detention, ſuffer that pain and anguiſſi in the ; 


fire while ungratified. © Whether then the 55 
5 vehemence of their yearnings _ 


atly' atoned for By thiemſelves on ks . 
ö is n0 wiſe material to enquire at preſent, as 


Fs 


28 3 F of Ged. . RP: 
who, as ſuch, were deſtined. to eternal glor . 
could be, and were in fact, with- held 

ſame time after death from the enjoyment of 
that glory, in a ſtate of anxious ſuſpence, and 


conſequently of pain in ſome degree: and this 
without the "leaf derogation: from God's eter- 


nal truth and merey, or from their, own eter- 
nal happineſs. Where then is the abſurdity of 
| beheying the fame with regard to 1 8 imper⸗ 
fect favorites in the la or grace? 
WaiTHouT a Middle-ftae for. departed 
Chriſtians, whither could Tabitha and Eati- 
chus have gone after their firſt death ? for 2 
we read in the ixth and xxth of the Acts of 
les) hoth theſe expired, for the firſt time, 
the commencement of the law of Chriſt: 
and both were, like the former perſons raiſed 
again to life; the one by St. Peter, the 
ather by St. Paul. Where chen could the 
ſouls of theſe be inithe other world during the 
ſpace of time between their departures out of 
is, and their returns to it again? Not in 
855 Limlo or Middle - ſtate of the patriarchs ; 
for That, as we have obſerved, was then abo- 
liſhed: And certainly not in hell, nor heaven, 
for. the reaſons before: aſſigned. Where elſe 
then could they be but in a NMiddle-State of the 
new law, which was neither a place of eter- 
nal miſery, nor of endleſs happineſs; but a 


oy. in which _ were free n the for- 
, 


they who mdiſcreet 108 280 Gen 
leſs: e Javed, which” 5 but 


text, that ths 

04 0 a fre.” Wie | 
refining. fre. . an this 

ty ; Middle- gar ary WM 


11) 
mer, and, ye e 2 DI. the een of. 
the lat ee e 


ti tan come, 2 every m £085 125 jo 


28 , and the fre 1 at fort 


it is ; and finally that they, who have built on 


that 3d, Ah 2 with 0. other n iter 


co 
XK Fi 255 


7 


the ef ri 5 ©, 
0 ron on hand, have i 1 Lid te 
on Chet 15 ith go Wer a 9 5 
and bn the; 1 85 fad, de te 


and Hubble of impe works, 


all theſe \ will Fon 5 


gain it is e Ae ally manifeſt from th 
CER works? mult firſt be puri- 


be done, but i in a 4 
expiation. "It 18 - plaitt that it cannot b done Els 


in Heaven: for nothing that Wants refinement, ES . 


4s being of courſe. ie can be Acute 
„ W there: 


OY 


- thats Py 8 7 TOR our Lord, ſha} 
enter into the "The of heaven. Neither is i 


Ile | in hell; for St. Paul expreſly ſays, 


hey ſhall be ſaved; whereas all who once enter 
12 are loſt beyond redemption, and doomed 


WE with their "wretched works to burn 


there without end, and FW. Feajaln, as foul as 


ever. > 


Farther this acied truth is —_— by Chris 


himſelf in the xith of St. Matibew; where 


105 peaking of the fin. n the Holy Ghoſt 
which Av divines ſu * and not W 


good rounds, . o 10980. in t his paſſage, 1 


ayof excellence, the ſin of final impenitenc 


expreſly declares, with an emphatically 
ſevere dcin gig 7 it from all other ſins, that 


; # all. neither e Aphten in this world, nor in 


\ 


e world ; ta come. If then we allow the author 
of all ſenſe and. elocution to 91 himſelf « ex- 
preſſed his meaning on this occalion with pro- 


pry and. ſenſe, we muſt forcibly conclude 


am the foregoing Weds”, that there arc 
other ſins, which may be and are forgiven i in 


: the other world. For, who is ſo void of un- 
derftanding, as not to ſee,, that, if all fins 


were excluded from pardon beyond the grave, 
our Saviour, in declarin with ſuch e 
ſtreſs, that 752 O77 againſt the Holy Ghoſt (dil- | 
tin&ly from all other fins) ſhall. neither be for- 

ven in this world nor in the world to come, 
would have employed a moſt idle ſuperfluity 
of rut, un precedented i in his ſacred => 
| ation? 


0 which it deviates. And 


285 


A gy mg not ale Br even de- 
ceptive in its natura 1 z by making His 
_ hearers naturall infer (as we with reaſon do) 
that there deal arg ſins forgiven in another 
world, For it is a . univerſally received, 
and inſtilled into y the light of reaſon, 
that, within dne fa me 1 pecific 3 of go- 


vernment and ſubjeRion, every Pahſtive e. p 


tion eftabliſhes a rule to the contraty. 
2 SAY, within one e Jame ecfic. here o 1 $0- 
wernment and " ſubjetton... hus Ithoug an 


exception in the art of grammar infers no 


contrar rule in That of painting; nor on the 
reyerſe, becauſe the ſpheres of ed and 
ſabje&ion in thoſe, two unconnected arts are 


ſpecifically different from each other ; yet 
expreſs exception in the art of g grammar 


tially points out an oppoſite e A 

fame mult be 
faid of the art of painting and of every, Tience, 
art and ſyſtem throughout nature : Which 
all of them ſo many real, though feeble emani- 


tions from the omniſcient fountain of all-con- 
fiſtent wiſdom. . The reaſon of this general 
Economy, as apf ears from the very words of 
the aboye maxim, 1s, that every fi ſuch exception | 


the opf ite rule which it points-out are 


©," 6. 25 


within one {ame identic ſphere a regimen, and 
under the controul of the ſelf IP ei 9 * 


e of poverning principles, » 


Nos, 


(46 


4 Now. to bring t chis eternal and ſelf-proving 
maxim home to 11 7 5 725 fübject, let us re- 
member x thas foe God's co-eternal and 
7 al ſon, © 4584 125 & at x the time of 
is,ſpeaking theſe words, as he ſtil poliefſes 
, and ever muſt poſſeſs, all [ power m Lot? 1d on 
that is to fay y, in this world and the 
other. Conſequ ently he had and has alike in 
| worlds all 1 9 0 over ſins and "liners, 
to puniſh ot to par on. them when and . where 
; re and in ſucl mt Prop ortions, as his e- 
jan and mercy: ugh ; and F fequire, n 
avereign power, wiſdom, 'clemency and juf- 
tice therefore e being the governing e of 
E the an and |-pardons, Which are 
ee in either World to ſins And f fin- 
1 = 2 55 os of courſe, that « every excepti ion 
n c 1 1 1 the Kliſtribütion of. thoſe 
= - -pardons. 5 and eſtab- 
Fi liſhesa SO: ,qule.' * For both, the exception 
= — that it implies are plainty fibjeat 


to his diy ijne e 5 and'n move within the 
felt ame Wn. of one divine aythority. 
4 157 Fr 2 e Fa nubn es (as he does in 
that. t 19 6 ſin againſt the 
8 pardenabl, e both in Spit + world 
and in 26 7 Prop to come; he mult be under- 
0d to e this contrary rule, that there 
Hoo 7 and ſome degrees of in ſiſcrptibibę 
Hee ny only. in this 12 75 but alſo a ter degth - 
he exception and the rule being e 
ſubordinate to his almighty | ry and alike 
5 in 


f 


. ö / 
* y * ' L 1 


| in both worlds movitip in ont fate fphere f- 


| ſuhjection to one divine conttouling principle 
; "Pars argument, petha 8, Will appear ſome-" | 1 
what abſtracted to ſuch as are not accuſs 
tomed to the exerciſe of reaſoning: Yet is it 
nevertheleſs perfectly conſonant to the practi- 
cal ſentiments of all mankind. In fact, every 
unbiaſſed mortal, capable of reafoning at all, 
whether learned or illiterate, is fure to draw 
from a like diſcourſe a like inference ; though 
every one- may not be able to refund his con- 
cluſion into it's firſt principles; juſt as not 
every Engliſhman (though, without knowing 
it enough to read or write, he may fpeak the 
engliſh language grammatically right) is able 
to reſolve what he ſays into the principles of 
_ engliſh grammar. However to make the 
matter clear to the meaneſt capacity, I ſhalt 
add a familiar compariſon not at all foreign to 
e,, 
Lr us ſuppoſe then, that the father of a 
numerous family makes this declaration. 
«, will write to my other children: But to 
© my ſon John I-will not write neither du- 
« ring my tife, nor after my death.” Now 
what would be the inference univerfally 
drawn from ſuch a declaration? Why the 
very weakeſt as well as the wiſeſt of men 
would all agree in pronouncing the proteſtation 
of not writing to ohn after his death to be 
a meer idle ſenſeleſs fuperfluity of words: and 
not one creature would be found ſo ſtupid as to 
oo | con- 
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( 16 ) * 
. conclude from thence, that he would therefore 
write: to any of his other children after his 


death. And why but becauſe every one 


would be ſenſible, that after his death he 


would no more remain. in the fame ſphere of 


governing activity with regard to his children, 
or to the power of writing to them ; nor his 
children be 


8 . 


poſſeſt of effects at his free diſpoſal ſhould de- 


clare: * all my other children ſhall ſhare 


% in my effects: but my ſon Jabn ſhall have 


« no ſhare in them, neither during my life, nor 
After my death? would not, muſt not 
every one underſtand from thoſe words, that 


all his childten (John excepted) are deſigned to 
be ſharers in their fathers ſubſtance; and that, 
if ſome of them were hindered by abſence or 


otherwiſe from ſharing in them during his life, | 


might claim a ſhare in them after his de- 
ceaſe? and wherefore This, but becauſe, ha- 


ving the free and abſolute power to appoint the 


diſpoſal of his effects as well after death as be- 
fore it, that power extends its influence &qual- 
ly over the two ſpaces of time before and after- 
his deceaſe : and conſequently his Exception 
of John, and the rule thereby eſtabliſhed with 
reſpect to his other children, move in one 
ſphere of ſubjection of their fortunes to his ab- 


ſolute authority, as parent and pfoptietor, and 


depend alike in both ſpaces on the ſame go- 
verning principle, in virtue of his living and 


hildren be any Jonger ſubject to receiving let- 
ters from him.—But what if the ſame f Ather 


- =p, py — — e — 
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dying Win ? and this is fo obriouſly the natu- 
ral ſenſe of the above words, th at, ſhould the 


parent die with ſuch a written Will and no 
other, all his children / John excepted) would 


in virtue thereof, be; judged in every court of 


equity in the. world, entitled to a ſhare in their 


deceaſed parent's effects. 

Ir cannot avail aught, to anſwer, that a pa- 
rent, who uttered ſuch a declaration, might 
nevertheleſs intend, perhaps, to diſtribute his 
ſubſtance amang his, other children in his life 
time; or poſſibly might deſign. to diſinherit 
them all at his death. For in the f/f caſe, as 
of courſe there. would be nothing at his death 


for any body to inherit; his excluſion of John 


from all inheritance his demiſe, would be 
a groſs and impertinent ſuperfluity of words: and 
in the ſecond, he would moreover be guilty of 
foul impoſition on the reſt of his children, hy 
raiſing in them expectations which he intend- 
ed to diſappoint. Neither of which deformi- 
ties can without blaſphemy be ſuppoſed in 
Chriſt; and therefore neither ſuppoſition can 
be of uſe to invalidate the parity produced, as 
far as it relates to the doctrine in queſtion. _ 
Mocu leſs will it avail, to reply, that the 
parent at leaſt might afterwards alter his mind. 
For, beſides that it were the utmoſt exceſs of 
impiety to impute a like ficklenels to the di- 
vine author of all truth, it is to be obferved, 
that we are not talking of the natural diſpoſi- 


tions either phyſical or moral of ſuch a parent, 
N | but 
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but of the natural import of his words : which 


being (if, as behoves an honeſt man, he be 


fincere) the genuine images of his mind, they 
eſſentially expreſs, not what he may do here- 
after, but what he actually means to do, or 
cauſe to be done. And therefore from the 
above words, he cannot be underſtood without 
_ abſurdity to mean otherwiſe than, that / Jobn 

excepted) all his other children may hope for 
ſome ſhare in his effects, either while he hves, 
or after his deceaſe. cena ear 

Tus in like manner therefore, when our 
bleſſed parent Jeſus (after declaring. that a/7 
manner of fin ſhall be forgiven unto men) 
adds this exception——but he that fhall ſpeak 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven 
Bim NEITHER IN THIS WORLD NOR IN THE 
WORLD To COME ;—he muſt be underſtood 
to eſtabliſh this contrary rule of chriſtian faith, 
that, there are ſome fins and ſome degrees 
« of every kind of fin (except the fin of final 
% impenitence, or uttering the laſt breath of 
c life with obſtinate reſiſtance to the grace of 
« the Holy Ghoſt) ſuſceptible of pardon both 
c in this world and in the world to come.” 
Nor is it poſſible without the blindeſt preju- 
dice and abſurdity to take our Saviour's words 
in any other ſenſe : This fin againft the Holy 
_ Ghoſt being the only one excepted from par- 
don in both worlds, by the ſame divine perfon- 
age whoſe ſovereign power extended and W_ 
„„ tends 


t= Cw” 


ChriX's ſacred lips, that there are ſome fins 


not lawfully "24" — There is, ſays the apoſ- 


EE 


= tends over all degrees and kinds of fins and fins 


ners in the one and in the other. 
HERE then we have a legitimate 


proof from | 


and tome degrees of fin pardoned in the other 
world, Now this cannot take place in hea- 
ven ; where, as. we have ſeen, nothjng that 
is unclean and wants forgiveneſs can have ad- 
mittance, while in that condition. Neither 
can it take place in hell; for there hre is no 


redemptian, and therefore can be no forgiveneſs. 


There muſt then be, by our Saviour's teſtimo- 
ny, ſome Middle-State beyond the grave, for 


the remiſſion of ſuch leſſer fins, and moral 
debts, as have not been remitted, becauſe not 
ſufficiently expiated, in this world: And which 


[ 


though they be not ſo heinous as to deſerve 
eternal death, are ſtill of weight enough to 
ſuſpend ſuch of God's ele, as they are found 
in, from the immediate enjoyment of everlaſt- 
ing life. WG 

THAT there really are ſuch venial (or par- 
donable) debts, is manifeſt from the words of 


St. Kar. in his fl epiſtle: Where he diſtin- 


s between the ſinners we may lawfully 
ray for, and the ſinners for whom we m 


tle, a fin unto death ; and there is a fin not un- 
to death. Wherefore adds he, F any one pray; 
hfe ſhall be given to him, whoſe fin is not unto 
death. But I do not tell you to pray for That, 
which is unto death. Now it only is with re- 


D 2 gard 


/ NAY 

gard to the Dx AD, chat the diſt inction can at 
all be lawfully made of ſinners for whom we 
may pray, and of ſinners for whom we may 
not pray. And even among the dead, the laſt 
ſort are only ſuch as have left behind them 
the moſt deciſive proofs of their having died 
with final impenitence. For, as to living ſin- 
ners there are abſolutely none (how great ſoe- 
ver their crimes may be) but what we not only 
may, but are eſſentially bound, hy the great 
law of charity, to pray for. Here then, Chril- 
tians, is a freſn inconteſtable proof from Holy 
Sctipture, not only that there muſt be a Mid- 
in a ſtate of grace may want, and be ſuſceptible 
of, pardon for fins not unto death, that is for 
venial (or pardonable) offences, whoſe nature 
or degree deſerves not eternal chaitiſement ; 
but alſo that they may (before thetnſelves 


have totally paid the debt with a refining fire) 


obtain that pardon by the prayers and piety 
of the living faithful, which are as 2; fountain 
of charity 1/uing out of the houſe of the Lord. 

to water their torrent of thorny faſpenſion. 
Ir time would permit me, without putting 
your patience to too ſevere a trial; I could en- 
force this orthodox truth with many other 
proofs from Holy Writ. I could even illuſtrate 
it with the teſtimony of Judas the Maccabee, 
who fent to Jeruſalem 12,900 drachmas of fil- 
ver; that ſacrifice might be there offered- up for 
the departed fouls of ſome of his army; whoin, 
| 0 though 


(a) 
W they W ſtood- up for the cauſe ot 
God, God eee permitted to be ſlain 
in the very act of fighting his battle; becauſe 
they had tranſgreſſed againſt a ceremonial part 
of the jewiſh law. For Judas did this, as 
the ſacred Hiſtorian at us, becauſe be con- 
fidered; that they, who had taken their ſleep 
with godlingſi, had very good hope laid-up in 
Store for them; And therefore adds he:—4f 
is a holy and a ſalutary thought to pray for the 
dead, that they may be releaſed from their fins. 
But this is ſo very clear and expreſs a teſtimo= 
ny of a Middle-State and the folidity of the 
Doctrine of Prayers for the dead, that the op- 
poſers of this charitable and conſoling tenet, 
in order to elude its invincible ſtrength, are 
reduced to have recourſe to the deſperate extre- 
mity, the poor and miſerable ſhitt of exclu- 
ding the books of the Maccabees from the liſt 
of = Scriptures, So very true it is, 
that one abyſs brings- on another. It were ea- 
ſy indeed to ſhew the idleneſs as well as guile 
of this paltry evaſion, by proving the cano- 
nical authority of thoſe ſacred writings, but 
that it would lead me too wide of my preſent 
purpoſe, only to illuſtrate a truth you already 
believe. To evade then all foreign diſputes, 
I ſhall at preſent forbear to inſiſt on this text 
as a ſcriptural argument of what, without any 
farther proofs, ſtands futhciently evinced, to 
ſatisfy every unbiaſed and ingenuous. perſon. 
All the uſe then J intend to make of this 25 


"E&P 
ſage is, juſt to obſerve in the it place, that 
the moſt obſtinate oppoſers of the doctrine of 
a Middle-State are ſtill forced to acknowledge, 
that the two books of Maccabees are a moſt 
venerable monument of ancient tradition : 
And ſecondly, that conſequently as _ they 
are of undeniable and unconquerable force to 
clear this doctrine at leaſt from every imputa- 
tion of Novelty, that ſtale and worn-out plea 
made uſe of at every pinch to throw duſt in 
the eyes of the unlettered vulgar. For on one 
hand, by the practical conſent of all Chriſtian 
parties they have conſtantly been annexed to 
the ſacred writings of the Old Teſtament: 

And on the other, they have been acknow- 
ledged, by Doctor Perkms and other proteſtant 
divines of equal eminence, worthy to be pre- 
+ ferred, in point of reverence, credit and autho- 
rity, to all other human writings of the reli- 
gious kind. HP RL | 

HxRE then on one hand, we have a Book 
of ſuch univerſally avowed antiquity, holineſs 
and aweful authority as to be eſteemed by 
Chriſtians of all denominations, worthy to be 
joined in one Volume with the unqueſtianed 
writings of the Holy Ghoſt, and preferred to 
every other human writing. And on the 
other, in this individual reſpectable monu- 
ment of antiquity, we find, that a Middle- 
State and Prayers for the dead, taught (as we 
have ſeen) by Chriſt and his apoſtles, were 
believed and practiſed by God's * long 
45 efore 
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(#3) 
8 paſo mne c coming of Chriſt. Jodg e then; 
whether any Truth can have a more ſolid and 


illuſtrious teten from Tradition, than | 


This? 5 a 3 
Ap were I not 3 to the narrow 1. 
mits of a familiar diſcourſe; I could produce a 
multitude of other unqueſtionable monuments 
from written Tradition, in every part of Chri- 
ſtendom and every age of Chriſtianity, to prove 
that the ſame has been the unvaried Faith and 
Practice of the Church ever ſince the Coming 
of Chriſt. For, not to mention the antient Li- 
turgies of St. Peter, St. Mark, St. Matthew 
and St. Andrew : Which, if they were not 
compoſed by thoſe apoſtles, were at leaſt in uſe 
in their time and in their reſpeRive Sees, and 
conſequently under their venerable ſanction:— 


Not to mention the antient Liturgies of the 


Latins, the Greeks, the Chaldeans, and A. 
menian,; in all of which Prayers for the dead 


were expreſly appointed: I could produce 


many Councils both provincial and general. 
as the third and fourth of Carthage in the ib 
Century: That of Chalcedon (one of the firſt 
four General Councils) in the ſame Century; in 
the third ſaſſian of which Prayers for the dead 
are declared to be of ancient and received prac- 


tice in the church: Thoſe of Bragara in the 


ſeventh century; of Florence in the fiſteentb; 
and of Trent, in the _Axteenth: which have 
poſitively defined it. And if all the Councils 


9 Provincial and n of the 3 | 
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in every age have not expreſly confirmed the 
fame ; it was notfor wantof holdingand prac- 
tiſing the ſame unvaried article of faith, but 
for want of actual oppoſers of it, to make 
their ſuffrage neceflary. I could finally add the 


- concurring teſtimony of the moſt authoriſed Fa- 
tiers of the Greek and Latin chutch: In the 


multitude of whom are the illuſtrious names 


of a Tertullian, an Origenes, an Auguſtin, an 


Ambroſe, a Nazianzen, a Bazil, a Hierome, a 
Chriſo/tom, a Cyril, a Theodoret, and a Gregory 
the Great. But wherefore the needleſs waſte 
of oil to point out the meridian Sun to men de- 


termined not to ſee? There is no convincing 


the voluntary blind, till Heaven ae in its 


mercy to convert them. | 
IN DEE D, if we had not the refe endane 


lights of Scripture and Tradition to er us; 


the bare light of Reaſon itſelf would afford us 
fubſtantial motives of credibility, fufficient to 
bias us to the reception of this charitable doc- 
trine; and might enable us to infer it from 
other infallible truths. As ſurely then as God 
is impartially juſt and merciful, ſo ſurely 


whoever dies in peace with him, by dying 
perfectly free from every mortal fin {or fin un- 
to death, can never be damned: Becauſe it is 


repugnant to his unalterable Juſtice and Good- 


neſs, that eternal puniſhment ſhould be inflict- 


ed on any who do not deſerve it ; or that any 

one ſhould be condemned to eternal death, 

who is not guilty of a fin unto death. = 
8 


e ẽ , 75H 
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| hs farely -as God is eſſentially Aude and 
true, ſo: . whoever dies with the ſtain 
of any tin on his conſcience, not yet tepented 
of and atoned for (though it be not a n unto 
death'} he neither will nor can enter into hea- 
ven, till he be purified from that ſtain, and ſa- 


tisfaction be made to God's majeſty, which is 


thereby injured: Becauſe it is: repugnant" to 
God's unbiaſed equity and truth, that any fin 
(how light ſoever) ſhould go unpuniſhed, or 
that any thing unclean ſhould enter 'into the 
kingdom of heaven: No it were the 
utmoſt abſurdity to fake that every one,. 
who dies free from all mortal fin (or n unte 

death dies equally free from every venial (or 
pardonable) fin, Which is not unto death. © For 
in the firſt place, it cannot be denied,” that'the 
juſteſt and moſt righteous of men daily fall in- 
to iale words and many other light fins, which 
eſcape their own obſervation; and which are 
not the leſs real for remaining hidden from 
thoſe who commit them: Otherwiſe the in- 
ſpired author of the pſalms had not needed to 
pray againſt them : — from my hidden fins de- 
liver me; oh Lord. And ſecondly how many 
knowyn ſins and imperfections do we not dai- 
ly ſee the beſt of men commit ? ſuch are ligt 
impatiences, ſlender breaches of charity, un- 
ſubſtantial vanities, trivial unſincerities, and 
manifold unprofitable words and ſpeeches, of 
which (as out Lord declares) we muſt tender 


a minute account at the judgment-ſeat of 
| f God: 


+ & 
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SGod: Sins, in a word, which all men, never - 

theleſs, conſider as of a light and venial (or par- 
donable) nature, that is, as fs nat unto death. 
And yet the man, who is only guilty of fuch 
light offences, is as ſubject to ſudden death, 
as thoſe greater ſinners are, who have one or 


more deadly fins, or fins unto death on their 


conſcience. They therefore, who ate ſud- 


|  devly taken-off in ſuch an imperfect ſtate, be- 


fore they have time to repent or atone for the 
like light offences, die (it is plain) in a ſtate 
of ſin, though not indeed of. fin unto death. 
For to imagine, that none ever die fuddenly, 
who are in ſuch a ſtate, were a ſenſeleſs notion 
of the groſſeſt kind, and would require a fonder 


more implicit credulity, than the profoundeſt 


_ myſteries of Chriſtianity. In this cafe then, 
what muſt become of ſuch a ſoul in the other 
world? It cannot go to hell, it is clear: Be- 

cauſe God's mercy. and juſtice forbid, that a 


foul not guilty of a fin unto death, ſhould die 


_ eternally; And it is equally clear, that it can- 
not go immediately to heaven; becauſe God's 
truth and his juſtice alſo forbid, that any thing 
unclean ſhould enter there, or that any fin or 
degree of fin ſhould go unpuniſhed. ——— 


_ Unbiaſed Reaſon therefore dictates, that there 
is and muſt be a Middle-State beyond the 


grave, which is neither hell, nor heaven; 


but a place, where the ſins and imperfections 


of God's departed imperfect elect are expiated, 


cither by their own ſufferings, or by the prayers 
8 9 and 
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_ prophet Joel in the ſecond. part of my text) 
| Ent by the thorns of their own painful ſuſ- 
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thorns, ' 


cious promiſe,--that#fe ſhall be given to ſuch, 
pretend, that the ſame juſt and true Being will 


| death, is nevertheleſs to enter immeditely into 


and other pious offices. of is living fath- 'J 1 ) 
ful; that is (in the figurative gage of he Ws 


pence, "during: a time proportioned to the 
greatneſs and number of their pardonable of- 
fences, or by a fountain of fraternal piety 7 1 
ing out of the houſe of the Lord, the body of 
living "Bollovers,- to water en en of 


In Fact, to preſume on one hand, that, 7 
after death God will call his elect to a minute 
account for all their lighteſt failings, even to 
an idle word, as our Saviour has declared; and 
yet that he will require no ſatisfaction for thoſe 
failings, though neither atoned for, nor repen- 11 
ted of in this life, where alone repentance can 
avail ; Or to think on the rer, that God, by 
his apoſtle (as we have ſeen) directs us to pray 18 
for ſuch departed ſouls as have died with the i 
ſtain of fins not unto death; and adds the gra- 18 


if any man pray for them; and nevertheleſs to 


neither require ſatisfaction at their hands, nor 
accept it at ours, were nothing better than 
raſhly arraigning the wiſdom, equity and ve- 1 
racity of God himſelf. For, if a foul, which 
dep 5 out of this life to the judgment - ſeat f 
God, ſullied only with light but ſtill real ſins, 

neither atoned for, nor AN r of before 


p 2 ' heaven, 
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the moſt perfect innocents and penitents; what 2 
becomes of thoſe divine attributes? what be- in 
comes of God's promiſe ſo often repeated by I 
the mouths of his ptophets;! that he will renden ta 
to every man e ny # hir works and li 
where is the impartial nicety of his fetribution, 7 
in the diſpoſal of rewards and punifhments 5 2 rf 
So very plainly do Seripture, Tradition, and m 
unbiaſed Reaſon point out and eſtabliſh this tr 
orthodox Truth, “ that tliere is and muſt be ye 
* a Middle-State beyond the grave ; a Third W 
«i Place, which is neither nell nor heaven, li 
& (whatever be the name we give to it) for he 
* the reception of ſuch of "God's elect, as, th 
though they die in the grace of God, and ly 
YE 'conſequently intitled to eternal hap- tr 
<< pineſs, are nevertheleſs not ſuſſiciently pu- m 
er rified to de Pet, in immedizte: PENG of. re 
.. be 
15 1b now, voted Auditors, you may rea- 1 
ſonably expect, that, after thus proving the T7 
exiſtence of this Middle- State, I lead your at- f 
tention on to a nearer proſpect of it. And in- t Ul 
deed it is what I intend to do, that I may give ci 
you ſome idea of the exquiſite anguiſh endured ne 
by all, who are conſtrained to paſs through it; © 
and conſequently of the vehement diſtreſs, ar 
which you yourſelves (even ſhould you „ as I p1 
hope you will, die in a ſtate of grace) are fill B 
expoſed to ſuffer in the other world,” if in this = 
Tau rnd light of yehial offences. For 9 p. 
, Y 4 


| (297) | 
þy helping you to ſee into the propriety of 


comparing the acute, though temporary ſuffer- 
ings of thoſe afflicted fouls to a Torrent of thorns,' 
I hope, I ſhall ſo effectually excite your chari- 
table compaſſion in their behalf, that you will 
litterally accompliſh the figurative prophecy of 
Joel, bycaufing @ fountain of fratetnalE-piety to: 
:ſue olit f the houſe of the Lord, to water that' 
myſtical Torrent. And at the ſame time, I 
truſt, that T ſhall thereby ſo thoroughly rouze 
your vigilance in your oyn behalf, that you 
will henceforth effectually provide againſt fal- 
ling into the like 'miſery yourſelbes. This 
however is a'taſk of too intereſting a nature to 
them and to you, to be ſlighted and ſuperficial- 
ly performed: And therefore," that I may not 
treſpaſs too far on your patience, I feſerve it for 
my next diſcourſe; when your faculties being 
relieved by ſufficient repoſe, your minds will 
be readier to give due attention to à ſubject, 
which, you will find, richly deſerves it al. 
Megan while, ſince from what has been 
 faid, it moſt clearly appears, that the leaſt 
moral ſtain ' unatoned for in this life is fuffi- 
cient to ſuſpend the joys of God's elect in the 
next: And ſince the beſt of mortals are ſcarce 
exempt. from ſome; and the very few who 
are ſo, can only be ſo by 0 faſting, 
prayer and vigilance ; let me conjure you, 
Beloved, to redouble your circumſpection, in 
order to avoid for the future every the leaſt im- 
perfection which may retard your admiſſion * ö 
5 | : N l hy e 
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the divine embraces, when you ſhall happily. 
be delivered from the body of this death. Be 


no leſs aſſiduous alſo to bewail and expiate, by 
your prayers and tears and acts of ſelf denial, as 
well thoſe hidden ſins which have eſcaped your 
obſervation, as thoſe known failings, which 
frailty or ſurpriſe may have drawn you into. 
Content not yourſelves with labouring to 


eſcape the loſs of God forever: But grudge to 


be deprived of him one ſingle: minute longer, 
than the ſtated time of your earthly exile makes 
inevitable. So infinite a treaſure, is the bliſs, 
which is poſſeſſed in God, that every ſingle in- 
ſtant's privation of it is 2 loſs of too immenſe a 
nature to be made up by any poſſeſſion (even 
if an eternal one were poſſible) of all the plea- 
ſures this paltry world could give. Think 
then no pains too many or too great to avoid fo 
vaſt, ſo infinite a waſte. But make it your 
daily ſtudy to purify your ſouls from every ſtain, 
that can retard one moment your enjoyment of 
your unſpotted heavenly Spouſe. Make it the 
grand and favorite buſineſs of your lives to enrich 


yourſelves with every virtue and every orna- 


mental gift of the Holy Ghoſt, that can en- 
dear you to him and advance you in his favour: 
That ſince your gracious God is ever ready and 
deſirous to unite you to himſelf, you may 
yourſelves bc always ready - veſted with the 
nuptial garment to meet his divine embraces in 
the very inſtant of his calling you. To this 

end remember your laſt Things, and among __ 
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1 . 
the Middle - State, the Myſtic Torrent of thorns 
you ſtill have reaſon to apprehend: Which 
though the leaſt of the final Events you have 
to guard againſt, is ſtill too weighty to be over- 
looked or ſlighted. Think often what anguiſh 
it muſt give to a ſoul confirmed in the Almigh- 
ty's grace, and glowing with the intenſeſt love 
and deſire of God (as the moſt imperfect of 
God's departed elect all are) to find itſelf na- 
turally qualified and capable of enjoying its 
ſovereign only Good; and yet violently detain- 
ed in miſery at a diſtance from that Good. 
Think often ¶Iſay on this to awaken your 
charity for the relief of the departed ſouls, who 
are in that diſtrefsful- circumſtance ; that 4 
Jountam of pious prayers and works of mere 
offered up to God in their behalf, may daily 
!ſſue out of the houſe of the Lord, to water ther 
torrent of ſpiritual thorns. And think on it 
often, to excite your own vigilance and exert 
all your efforts towards avoiding yourſelves 
the like thorny diſtreſs. Thus will you effec- 
tually improve the holy fear of God within you. 
And that fountain of hfe thus improved, will fo 
_ enrich your Souls with the myftic waters of 
perfect inward purity and cleanneſs of heart, 
that, when the natural period comes for you 
to be deſolved and be with God, without being 
_ conſtrained to halt amidſt a torrent of cruel 
diſappointing ſuſpence, the paradiſe of grace 
within you ſhall be inſtantly changed for a 
paradiſe of boundleſs everlaſting Glory with 
| | God, 
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the accompliſhment of his faithful omiſe 
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(33). | 
THE TORRENT o THORNS; . 


Secsad Diſcourſe on a a Mid-State, | 
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2 river ee out of the nh of pheſere, 70 
wuurer Paradice; which thence is drviaed. 
into four Heads: (Gen. ii. 10.) Anda 

Fountain ſhall ue out of the houſe of the 

| Lords and ſpall water the torrent 7 

| thorns. (Joel iii. 18.) | 


HANKS to the joint aſſiſtance of thoſe 
three faithful "ks Holy Scripture, 
7 radition and fober Reaſon, we attained in my 
laſt diſcourſe, revered Auditors, to a diſcovery 
(and I preſume an unqueſtionable one) of the 
real exiſtence of a Middle-State beyond the 
grave, an intermediate channel between the 
myſtic floods of hell and heaven. In conſe- 
quence of that diſcovery too, I then promiſed 
to lead your contemplation forward to the 
diſtreſaful borders of this myſterious channel; 
in order to our taking, at anearer point of view, 
an attentive ſurvey of the miſeries it abounds 
with. It is what therefore you have a right 
to expect from me now: And it is what I ac- | 
cordingly mean at preſent to perform. This 
Middle-State then is one of the objects the pro- 
phet Jaelhad in vie w and my ſteriouſſy pointed- 


out in thoſe figurative weeds, which-make the 
F ſecond 


— * 8 
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ſeeond part of my text: And a fountain ſhall 
iſſue ut of the fouſ of the Lord, and ſhall ii - 
water the torrent of thorns, Where it is ob- 1 
ſervable, that the prophet, according to ſome p 
verſions, calls it, the torrent of thorns.; and, 0 
according to others, the valley of Set bim, that 6 
is, the valley of briars. And in fact both ver- : 
ſions may be uſed with equal propriety, to ex- t 

lain the divine writer's meaning. For the 
—— Middle -State, in a myſtic Senſe, may with t 
the ſtricteſt truth be called both the one and a 
the other: Being in different reſpects both a 0 


Torrent and a Valley, as moſt Torrents are g 
which are properly of the torrent kind. Kr” 
II is the nature of torrents, that are ſtrictly 7 
and meerly ſuch, to form themſelves of a ſud- d 
den conjunction of ' haſty ſhowers of rain, * 
which falling in "manifold thick and haſty f. 
drops, and gathering as they fall, force their li- a 
id paſſage from the ſurrounding mountains tl 
and clifts,. through craggy and briary vales, in t 
a channel of their own making: where eager t 

to join. their mother- ocean, they make no lon⸗ o 
ger a ſtay, than they are compelled to by the Ct 

_ pebbles and briars in their way; which retard v 
them juſt enough to filter (as it were) and clear fl 
them of the ſlime they contracted in thoſe p 
clouds, which firſt decoyed them from their tl 
natural center. Their retardment, however, tl 
but renders their career the more impetuous: p 

for the conſtant attraction of their parent ele- y 
ment, the ſea, not ſuffering them to ſettle, of 


Es, n 


Pas 6.91 

- renders their current every where ſhallow, 80 
that their channels are generally as repleniſhed” 
with briars and thorns during the flood, as. 

they are at moſt times with gravel and lime. 
The like in ſome meaſure is myſtically the 
caſe, with reſpe& to that Torrent, or Yalley of 
thorns beyond the grave, that Middle-State, 
through which the leſs perfect part of God's 
| ele muſt take their purifying courſe, to fit 
| them for rtaching their natural center, the 
S abyſs of divine beatitude. It is wholly form- 
ed of the drops (as it were) of light tranſ- 
greſſions, with which a part of their affections, 
while on earth, were ſullied, and in ſome degree 
ſevered (by clouds of worldly error, folly and 
diſſipation) from that ſource of divine Love to 
which they naturally | belonged. And theſe, 
for want of the warmth of a timely repentance. 
and atonement before death, gathering beyond 
the grave, and falling with united force, ſuffer 
them not to unite with their ſovereign joy, till 
they have paſſed through the purifying channel 
of thorny Suſpence in a Middle-State. Their 
certainty indeed of being after a time, united 
with that attractive Abyſs of Joys renders” the 
flood of their ſorrows but | ſhallow, in com- 
pariſon with the deſolating flood of hell. But 
their eagerneſs to poſſeſs God, enhanced by 
their conſciouſneſs that they are at length to 
poſſeſs him, redoubles the impetuoſity of their 
yearnings to be releaſed from their violent ſtate 
of detention, ſo much the more, as that de- 
FEEL F 2 tention 
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. tention (now that they have thrown-off the 
clogg of matter) is unnatural to them, and the 
ſole effect of the ſlime they heedleſly contract- 
ed from their former too great attachment 
.. Svcx then, revered Chriſtians, is the Tor- 
rent, or Valley of thorny diſtreſs prepared be- 


yond the grave for as many of God's ele&, as i 


_ depart out of this life not ſufficiently purified 
from every moral ſtain to be united to him 
immediately: Such is the painful Channel 
they muſt unavoidably paſs through; and 
where, while they are detained in it, they 
muſt encounter as many ſufferings as they have 
portions of the ſlime of earthly guilt to throw- 


off by atonement. But numerous and acute 


as their diſtreſſes are, there is every reaſon to 
judge, that all their other Sorrows are in ſome 
ſenſe abſorbed by the exquiſite violence they 


muſt endure between two maſter-thorns, 


__ with a two-fo 


which inceſſantly ſting them to exceſs, namely, 
the moſt juſt of all defires, ungratified ; and 
the blackeſt of ingratitude, unprovoked. Maſ- 
ter-thorns indeed, Chriſtians ! Which, as I 
hope to make ppt to you, torment them 
ſuperlative Anguiſh : The 
Anguiſh of diſappointment, in being thus de- 
tained at a diſtance from the Gad, they in- 
tenſly yearn after and expected to poſſeſs: 
And the anguiſh of regret, in being 1 de- 
tained, on account of their over-fondneſs for 
their earthly friends, and yet ungratefully for- 
gotten 


DE 
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| the redoubled fting! the complicated 
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gotten and neglected by their friends. Oh 


dom! Who, but a God can help created fouls 


to bear it with conformity? Who but that 


God can give me words to make you compre» 


hend it, and win you to endeavour at remov- 


ing it 


\ 


eee of mercies then coli 
Chaſtener of thy beloved elec ! afliſt me to 


| ſhew theſe Chriſtians the painful exile of 


thy departed ſuffering ſaints in its genuine 

: — That their diſtreſſes exciting 
us all to ſympathiſe in their affliction, may 
cauſe a fountain of chatitable ſuccours to 
M ue out of the houſe of the Lord, from the 

_ breaſts of us all, enough 79 water their tor- 

rent of thorns ſo effectually, as to afford 

| Preſent benefit to them n future "O to- 
curlelves. 


1 „Fee in . a well as 2 


vines are agreed, that the Act of deſire is 

impetuous effort of the ſoul, to ſally, as it hg 
out of itſelf in ſearch of the ab or unpoſ- 
ſeſſed Good, which attracts it. So that deſire 
is the parent of all thoſe heart-rending emo- 
tions, which make the abſence of any belo- 


ved Object tormenting. Some therefore call 
it a fierce perſecutor ; others, a pitileſs ee. ; 


and others again, the moſt reſtleſs and cruel 


of all human FOE N ay many will have 
| it 
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it to be the grand created principle, which 
ſiets all the other paſſions in action; and the 
only one indeed from which they borrow their 
every power of tormenting: And there are 
not wanting reaſons in ſupport of this opi- 
nion. In fact, as the paſſion of love derives 
all the uneaſy ſenſations it is wont to produce 
in the human breaſt, from the vehement yearn- 
ings with which it purſues the real or fancied 
Good that attracts it: So does the paſſion of 
hatred owe all its felf-torture to the vehemence 
of its hankering after the removal of the of- 
fenſive Object it diſlikes: And if we run 
through all the paſſions one after ' another, 
we ſhall probably find, that their chief and 
ſharpeſt ſting is the reſtleſs activity of ſome lurk- 
ing over-ruling deſire, Well therefore might the 
philoſopher, when aſked, what was worſe than 
death, make anſwer: * Life itfelf, where 
death is defired.” It is ſo in fact, Such an 
implacable tormentor is intenſe deſire ungrati- 
fied, that death is preferable to it. Nay f fay 
more: the ſevereſt tortures of this life are re- 
poſe, are comfort, are enjoyment, if com- 
pared with ungratified deſire which reaches to 
/// ͤ w ͤ oli 
It,x we caſt but an eye of reflection on the 
patriarch Joſeph, at his encounter with his bre- 
thren when they firſt preſented Benjamin to 
him, we ſhall find, that, amidſt all the pomp 
of a reſplendent court, a ſable cloud of diſtreſs 
| Joured over his brow, ſufficient to indicate, that 
? his 


' (Wm? 


his heart was ſtung with a thorn of inbred af. 


fliction, too acute for outward grandeur to aſ- 
ſwage or blunt the edge of. On the contrary 
his vehement yearnings to embrace his dear 
uterine brother, rendered inſupportable to him 
the princely dignity he could not throw-off ; 
only becauſe that dignity retarded the gratifi- 
cation of his impatient wiſhes. For ſo ex- 
treme was the eagerneſs of deſire he burned 
with, to hug that fondled object of his frater- 
nal affections to his breaſt, while prudence 


compelled him to reſtrain and conceal it, that 


« his very bowels //ays St. Ambroſe} were 
«© conyulſed with the violence he thereby did 

ec to nature.” And therefore, that nature 
might not ſink under the rugged trial, Foſeph 
haſtily retired to give ſome relief to his inward 

anguiſh, and ſoften the thorn which tormented 
him, with a torrent of tears. Jeep (fays the 
ſacred hiſtorian) made haſte ; for his bowels were 
convulſed with yearning over his brother : and 
the tears guſhed-out :- and he retired into his 
chamber and wept there. Or if we turn our 
thoughts to Ab/a/om, while baniſhed from the 


preſence of his royal offended parent; we ſhall 


find him in like manner plunged in a torrent 
of inſupportable grief, occaſioned wholly by the 
diſappointment of his eager wiſhes to be adinit- 
ted to the preſence of his ſovereign and father. 
And fo inſupportable was his grief in reality, 
that he declaredly gave death the preference io 
a life thus embittered by the inceffant torture 
* of | 15 , of 


e 


of ongratified defire, _ « Ah.cried the ate. 
1 ſed prince, ! I beſeech, that Ima y ſee the king's 
„ % face © end then if be be mindiul of wy aniquitys 
„ even et him kill me, I am willing to 
*, die.” Finally, if we turn our attention 


to the ſpouſe of the Canticles, her too 


we may behold hurried out of herſelf by the 
nook Be tranſports of diſappointed N 4 
And though covered- over with wounds, pur- 
pled- over 15 her blood, ſtill ſhall we find her 
wandering, half-breathleſs, through the ſtreets. 
and public ways, enquiring, ſeeking, yearn- 
ing after het beloved ſpouſe, every where with 
moving accents calling after the darling object 
of her wiſhes, whoſe preſence ſhe conſiders 
as the only balm that can aſſwage and heal the 
wounds of diſappointed love. They have ſout- 
ten me, they have wounded me, She cries: 7 con- 
Jure ye, ob daughters of Feruſalem, if ye find my 
belaved, that ye acquaint him, that 1 languiſh 
for love. Such then is the dolorous —_—_ of 
vehement defice not gratified, to torment with- 
aut meaſure and rack without ceaſing the hearts 
it takes poſſeffion of. 
Au yet, after all, what kind of deſires do 
theſe inſtances help us to form an idea 
af? what kind of deſires, I /ay, but meer imper- 
fe& ones, ſcarce worthy of the name ? what 
but meer ſpiritleſs wiſhes, conceived by ſouls 
as yet immerſed in matter, {till OT with- | 
in the fleſh, and conſequently void of that vi- 


vacity, which is inſeparable from unbodied 
| if pirits ? 


„ —- 
ſpirits ? If then meer impriſoned, ſhackled, 
languid appetites can, while unfated, give ſuch 


grievous pain; think Chriſtians, I beſeech you, 


how much greater the anguiſh muſt be of 


| God's departed favorites in a Middle-State : 


Where they are inceſſantly deſiring with un- 
bounded ardour to embrace him, yet forcibly 
detained from his deſirable divine embraces. 
Ah! pointleſs and blunted is the thorn of every 
earthly diſappointment compared with Theirs. 
For there Their wiſhes are the pureand ſpirited 
exertions of unencumbered Souls ; of ſouls, 
which, being no longer pinioned-down by 


matter, no longer entangled by their clay (like 
feathered animals perplexed with bird-lime), 


no longer obſtructed by the fleſh from acting 
with their native freedom and intenſeneſs, can 
defire nothing but with lively vehemence, nor 


be reſtrained from their defire but with the 


utmoſt painful violence to their nature. And 


therefore as their yearnings exceed every earth- 
ly deſite, ſo their anguiſh muſt ſurpaſs every 


earthly affliction. . 
IL is a well known matter of fact, revered 
Chriſtians, that by the ſame degrees and in 


like proportions as a tormenting paſſion gains 


ground in the ſoul; the ſenſation of its ſmart 


encreaſes in acuteneſs. The affliction of holy 


Job from his ' manifold loſſes by the de- 
ſtruction of his flocks; his houſes, his wealth 


and family, reached not to its utmoſt exceſs of 


bitterneſs all at once. No; but as the _ 
COONEY Bo 15 
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of ill-tidings augmented, the flood of his grief 
ſwelled higher and higher. For a while it 
was-confined within the bounds of diſcretion, 
and made no external appearance but in mode- 
rate ſallies, till the laſt fa 
violence from himſelf ; wounding his very ſoul 
with as many inſupportable daggers, as the 
lives he ſeemed berekeief's in the children which 

were untimelily ſnatched from his paternal em- 
braces. Then it was, and not till then, that, all 
moderation deſerting his grief, he found him- 


R 
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grief, or damm-up the flood of oyerwhelming 


writer tells us, he then flaried-up (and as if 
he meaned to force a paſſage for his afflicted 
Scocul) he tore-off his garments. For now (alas!) 
the enormous torrent of his anguiſh bearing 
down before it all his natural powers of reſiſt- 
ance, compelled his ſpirits to give way to that 
| deluge of diſtreſs, which vented itſelf in tears 


and in tumors and ulcers through his eve 
6 Ah! what had been the caſe. then, if 
his A Afflictions had ruſhed upon him all at once, 
before his leſſer griefs had prepared him for en- 
during the laſt extremes of woe? Doubtleſs 
(without a miracle) he muſt have ſunk beneath 


ful Being, who ſuffers not his creatures to be 


* his — to his capacity of bearing it) 


atal tale tore him with 


ſelf no longer able to keep- in the tide of his 


forrow within him. Wherefore, as the ſacred 


through his eyes, in groans through his lips, 


* by ot yo by 


the intolerable load. But that almighty fairh- 
tempted beyond their firength (to proportion the 


mercifully 


— 


at 
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 mercifully diſpoſed that a 


by their weildly weight. Not ſuch the in- 


deceaſed Elect, whoſe venial tranſgre 
ſtruct their immediate entranbe into bliſs. 


never: failing grace, there is no fear, that an 
rigours of your offended, but ſtill loving and 


fore, to purify and fit you for himſelf the 
ſooner, he ſuffers all the force of his amending 
juſtice-to'fall-at once upon you, às ſoon: as ye 


to mention their other manifold diſtreſſes 
proportioned, during their detention, to tlie 
number and weight of their imperfections; 
there needs no other circumſtance to call for 
all our chriſtian pity, than this, that from 
the inſtant of their ſhaking-off the body of this 
death, their deſires of poſſeſſing God are too 


mence: And therefore from that inſtant alſo, 
the thorny. painful ſting of their diſappoint- 
ment can receive no augmentation of acuteneſs. 
Who then can help ſeeing and concluding 


ments the imperfect Elect heyond the 


| gratual ſucceſſion of 
leſſer evils ſhould diſpoſe him for enduring the 
— — ones without being cruſhed 


dulgerice: ſhewn to the leſs perfect part of the 
tranſpreflions ob- 


No, Sacred Souls! Confirmed as ye are in 


beloved God and parent, will ſhake your filial 
ſubmiſſion to his chaſte ming rod: And there 


depart from hence. In fact, Chriſtians, not 


intenſe to admit of any encreaſe of vehe- 


from this ſingle circumſtance of ſudden woe in 
its heavieſt? laſt extreme, that the violence, 
with which the thorn of ungratified deſire tor- 
ave, is 
"0a "ora 
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und muſt be the ſevrreſt: of all te 
pains ? And how indeed can the caſe be othir. 
wiſe with thoſe ſacred Spirits in their prefent 
ſtate of unnatural ſuſpence; hen the C Object 
of their wiſhes is nothing leſs than God him- 
ſelf? An Ober 1 ſuperior to ev 


—— tone of — | 
faite of that inamiſfibile grace, in which tlie 
Almighty's leſ perfect Ele& are bonſitmed at 
their departure out uf this, life, is, that, he- 
yond! the grave, they effectually 'throw-off, 
with cheir carthly burden every eatthly attach- 
ment; all their affections are thencefurth 
wWholly and unalterably centered in God their 
now more clearly known ſupreme and only 
Joy: An ineſtimable Bleſſing tis, which 
ſealing their everlaſting predeſtination, is a cer · 
tain earneſt and pledge of the fubſtantial glo- 
xy, which is infallibly to be rewaled in chem 
as ſdon as they are compleatly purified: from 
every venial guilt. But then (alas!) ſo long 
ads they have aught about them of imperfect, 
| Abena their entrance to that glory, the 
ſame ineſtimable Bleſſing (by unſpeakably aug 
menting their amorous yearnings after the 
lovely Object they are {till qeprived uf, thotigh 
capahle by nature of enjoying it) cannot but 
Marpen immenſely the thorn of their preſent 
diſappointment. And what muſt ſtill farther 


—_ the dolorous effect of that 2 
| diſ- 


TY 


pe 

dereſt Gi by. th ock 

Ix is, I preſume, . 1 Ns 
* avowed, that every ungratified deſire 38 
more or leſs tormenting, in proportion to the 


greater or leſs ardour which attends it: And | 


nothing is more capable of inflaming that ar- 
dour to a ſuperlative degtre, than the nearneis 
of the deſired Object. Ho far this ſentiment 
ig true, let your own hearts be judges: Vou 
vhoſe hearts are not quite —— to the 
pangs of ungratified affection. Fou, I/, 
oh tender parents i fond and grateful children! 
And you, oh generous Souls of every ſtate, 
whom genuine virtuous love and friendſhip 
warm ! But chiefly ſuch among you as by 
experience know that it ĩs to havt a dear loy- 


ed 


tant land, will beſt conoeive the force of this. 
For ah] how often have you longed to graſp the 
beloved creature in your arms l how many times 

have not yout᷑ eager ſpirits made impetuous efforts 


eee, your boſom ;1and travelled; in ma- 
painful ſigh and anxious with, over diſtant 


— and through unpraRiſed Clanates, to hu 
the fondled image to your breaſts in fancy 
And yet, — you have thought that favo- 
rite: Object at an unconquerable diſtance from 
e has been moderate and your 


yan. 


parent, ſpouſe, or RW of: other friend 
and favorite of the heart, long abſent in a diſ- 
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arni dent. But in proportion, ion, as you 
— — gre diſtance leſſening, how — 
not moderation and diſcretion dw¾indled ? 
What then would be the caſe: were ye to take 
2 long, laborious, dangerous voyage in pur- 
ſuit of the favorite Object of your amorous 
wiſhes; and after many a frightfal ſtorm and 


rude encounter, anchored: at length with ſaſe- 


ty in the harbour, where you were ſure to 
meet with all you had ſought for, you were ſtill 
compelled to make a tedious quarantain be- 
fore you might apptoach the darling of your 
ſoul? Nay more, what if, even aſter all, 
lodged beneath the ſelf-fame common roof 
beſide that darling, with but perhaps a flight 
partition or a flimſey curtain to part you from 
it, you were ſtill denied (I will not ſay for 
years, or months, but) only for an 'hour; ithe 
privilege to burſt that boundary, to lift: that 
curtain, and fly to its embraces? oh what a 
pointed thorn would not that ſhort-retardment 
prove to you, While it laſted ! what t 
could utter the anguiſn it would give :your | 
ſoul ? To what an unmeaſurable height would 
not your fond defires be-enflamed.!:how- would 
not your ſpirits, all on float, prey on your vi- 
tals Hand how would not that hour appear to 
you an Age, and every minute of it keep you 
on an inſufferable rack! But your own hearts, 
if they have any ſenſe of tenderneſs about 
them, will beſt - reſolve you. For the reſt; 
this ſeems to have been the very caſe of the ia - 


CT 


( 


cred Spouſe of the Canticles, While Stie ſup- 


poſed her Beloved afar off, the weary ſteps 


the took, the rude fatigues ſhe endured, and 
the ſtripes and wounds and inſults ſhe received 
in ſeeking after him from place to place, ſeem- 
ed only to augment her courage. But once ſne 
returned to her native home, and was inform 
ed that the dear Object of her ſearches was 


there and ſtill abſconded from her; oh! then, 


how did not all her courage droop and all her 


ains encreaſe! Such was the exquiſite degree 


to which her anguiſh ſwelled, when finding 
he was ſo very near, ſhe found withal, that ſhe 
woas not as yet to be indulged with his enchant- 


ing preſence; that, able no longer to bear 


the oppreſſive ſmart, ſhe was forced (with vio= 


lence to nature) to wiſh, that during ſo fiery 


a trial, he might at leaſt withdraw to a greater 
diſtance, thereby to mitigate the intolerable 


ardour of her yearning. «© Oh, ſhe cries / 
« dearly beloved Brother ſuckled at the breaſt 


* of my mother , ſince I may not as yet em- 


c brace thee ; who will grant me at leaſt, that 
« T find thee to be ſtill abroad; rather than 
«« parted from me when ſo near.” Oh ſacred 
departed ſpouſes of lovely Jeſus, who are not 
yet admitted to his enlivening-preſence | how 
nearly does not your preſent ſtate of dolorous 
ſuſpence reſemble this? when one of the acu- 


teſt thorns of diſappointment which torment 


you, is the afflicting thought that ye are now 
ſo near him, and nevertheleſs denied as yet the 
12 | 1 5 3 


— 


wy 


een of bogig him, Oh the martyri- | 
ſing thought! To be detained amidſt a tor- 
rent of pains, equal (if we may believe ; the 
holy Fathers) to thoſe of hell in every other 
circumſtance, than. that they are not eternal 
in a torrent of thorny ſorrows, where nothing 
is coveted. but Ged ; and {till to be deprived. 
of God! To know romp one momentary ſpring 
would change their choens tolaurels, their thral- 
dom to liberty, and all theit grief to endleſs 
Joy. and yet to be reſtrained for a time from 

ng that ſpring ! and yet, 1 /ay, to be for- 


dye held in a Valley + diſtreſs, deptived of 
that bliſsful inheritance which is prepared for 


them! Ah! if this be not the acuteſt of all 
temporary thorns, the keeneſt of all tranſient 
dolours ; I know not what can be ſo. In 
fact not even the great Saint Auguſtin, with 
all his extenſive comprehenfion, could think 
of any equal io it: On the contrary, /ays this 
&* inſpired Father, This is à torture of ſo acute 
* a nature, that no meet temporary pains, 
within the teach of human knowledge 2 | 
« ſerve ta be compared with it. 

My an-TiMe, ob Chriſtians, this is pro- 
bably the afflicted ſtate of ſome of your own 
Anceſtors, and offspring, and departed Inti- 
mates: perhaps of a once fond parent; of 4 
fondled child; of a brother, fiſter, huſband, 
wife, or friend, or neighbour. This Religion 
teaches you; and you yourſelves are conſcious 


of it. Can you then be ſenſihle of this, and 
your 


(W) ; 
your bowels not diſſolve with compaſſion for 
them ? Can you, who are Chriſtians, be indif- 

ferent to the extreme diſtreſs of ſuch illuſtrious 
ſufferers, all your generous friends; when an 
Alexander, though a pagan, could not refrain 
from weeping over the leſs ſubſtantial miſeries 
of Darius his enemy? Thoſe facred fouls, I 
need not tell you, were moſt of them ſo far 
from ever being enemies to any of you ; that 
many of them, while on earth, held nothing 
here ſo dear to them as yourſelves. And 
though ſome few of Them might ſeem to a& 
with enmity to ſore of You; it is certain now, 
that they did not really doſo; or, if they 
did, they repented of it before they died: 
Since otherwiſe they could not have attained 
to the ſtate of ſafety they enjoy. And even in 
the wrongs they did, or ſeemed to do you in 
this life, they were indeed your eſſential friends, 
by affording you therein a certain means to ſe- 
eure your own eternal happineſs by your for- 
giveneſs. But granting that all thoſe ſacred 
ſufferers were utter e e to you in the 
fleſh, or even open advetſaries; their charity 
in death extended to you all: and now they 
are, iti common with you, precious members 
of Chriſt's myſtic Body; confirmed in grace 
and linked to you by the inviolable bands of - 
catholic communion and truly chriſtian 
charity. Whatever then they may have been, 
they are now become your cordial friends and 
near allies. They who once loved you per- 
%%% es Cog ſonally, 
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ſdnally, now love you with a purer bas more 
perfect tenderneſs than ever: And all in gene- 


ral glow with the friendlieſt warmeſt wiſhes of 


eternal happineſs to every one of you. Yet 
ah! how very; thankleſs a return do not too 
many of you make them, for all their love 


and charity? Alas ! I fear, I may with juſtice 
ay, that ſome of you, inſtead o Arn 
in their ſufferings, are more aſſiduous to 
ſharpen them. Yes : And Heaven grant it be 

not (to your heavy judgment) ſadly true, that 
the ſouls of God's departed elect, who are 
languiſhing for the preſent in a Middle-State of 


expiation, have not, amidſt their thorny ſor- 
rows, one outward inſtrument of anguiſh, 


that ſtings them more ſeverely, than the in- 


gratitude of their ſurviving friends; if friends 
they muſt or can be called. 

THAT God, their offended parent, do cor- 
rect them with his amending ſtripes; the 
grace they abound with and their conſciouſneſs 
of having drawn that correction on themſelves 
enables them to bear with conformity. But 
ahl what argument of conformity can they find 
in that cruel ingratitude, with which their 


| kindred and pretended friends often aggravate 


their ſufferings. Wounds which are given by 


the hand of a. ſuppoſed friend are never of a 


common kind. The ſtab of falſe friendſhip is 
like a dagger tempered with poiſon : It opens 


no wound, without letting in more deaths 


than one. * read in Holy Writ, that Joab 
bm 


(51); 


| planted i in Abſalom! $ breaſt inns ſeveral — 


ces. And if we could alſo read in that young 


prince's heart, we ſhould probably find, chat 


the bitter circumſtance of the hand which di- 
rected all the three was incomparably more 
painful than the launces themſelves. Toa 
was his kinſman and his pretended friend. That 
this very Nu then, this kinſman, this pre- 
tender to friendſhip, inſtead of giving him the 
relief he had a right to expect, ſhould be the 


very monſter who took advantage of his diſtreſs, | 


to bathe his perfidious hands in his blood! oh! 
That(I imagine) muſt have pierced the very ſoul 


of Abſalom with a more deadly envenomed 
| e e wound than all the launces f 


Juabs whole army could have done. Oh 

_ thoughtleſs Chriſtians then! You, I mean, 
who = the part of unnatural Foabby your de- 
parted friends and fellow-members ot Chriſt's 
myſtic body! Hear the reproaches they have a 
right to make you by the mouth of ho Job: 
« Why do ye perſecute us, as God? an 


« do ye feed on our fleſh? By what ag We 


e deſerved to be Landed” by you in our 
« diſtreſs ; we who now ſyffer in our ſpiritual 
“s jntereſts for having been 
< temporal advantage? is this all the return 
«© our tenderneſs deſerves at your hands: That 
you ſhould ungratefully neglect us after 
« death, and grudge us in time of need a.few 
e prayers and alms and faſts and works of 


3 . out of that ſubſtance, which, to our 


anxious for your 


o 
: 
4 . 8 
— e — . eee 


Ap X 


# 
o 
/ _ 
- 
: 
; 7 " a 
% N f 
OR 4 1 * — We: * . nnn ; . > : * 8 n "I "90M R . © . 
. — ³»A ꝶꝰ˙Ü—b UAL. NO n—_— DIY NE OITET 


*Þ 


H 2 p00 preſent Vo 


| (52) 
| o preſent coſt, we were too cager in 1 


ins, up for you? Why dh ye perſtcute us as | 


God, by ſuffering us to lapguiſh at a diſ- 
te tance. from him; able as ma 7 Ss ye are. to 
« pour-forth, out of the very ſuperfluitics of 
& what we have left you, @ fauntain of chari- 
te table ſuccours to water our torrent of thorns, 


* and free us from this valley of forrows ? 


„Hy do ye rather, with your Gan neg- 
leck of us, feed and fattẽn on aur fleſb.? that 
« is (ſays a venerable writer) why do ye feed 
* and on on that ſubſtance, we earned or 
„ hoarded for you, at the expence of ſo much 


e ſweat and cate before death, and of ſo much 


% anguiſh after death, without regard to our 


« diſtreſs? Oh Children! Brethren! Huf- 


«© bands! Wives! or Heirs! Oh Kindred ! 
Friends and Intimates ! that God detain 
us 1n this thorny ſtate of expiation, till the 


laſt farthing of the debt we owe him be diſ- 
charged, either by our own thorny ſorrows 


We this myſtic valley of ſuſpence, or by a ſpi- 
5 ritual fountain of charitable ſuccours ſent 
forth by you 70 water the torrent of thorns, 


<< appointed to chaften us; is a diſpenſation 


_*« worthy of his dlivinely impartial juſtice. 
* Thoughtle(6 creatures as we have been, we 
<< deſerve it all; for that, .by loving vou too 
* much, we loves him leſs than we might 
« and ſhould have done. But that Vou, for 
« the too inordinate love of whom, we. have 
105 e at leaſt a part of our preſent ſor- 
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« rows-0n ourſelves, ſhould ſwell our diſtreſs 
4% with your unmerited indifference for us; 
« oh ! 'tis a thorn of black ingratitude, 
© which adds a freſh kind of fting to all our 
« other ſufferings already beyond conception 
: A ſting ef much the more acute, the 
Bly we ex Cted ſach unthankful uſage at 
our hands.” And have not thoſe facred 
a erers but we ap cauſe to make ſuch re- 
proaches to many of you? Keen as the an- 
guiſh of an Agrippina muſt have been, at 
ſeeing herſelf devoted to deſtruction by unna- 
tural Nero, the very monſter, who owed her 
(under heaven) his life as well as empire ; 
how much keener muſt not the ſorro be of 
your departed friends in a Middle-State, ta 
find themſelves detained in a torrent of the 
moſt thorny diſtreſs, at a diſtance from God, 
for creatures they ſo greatly loved ? and (oh 
the cruel aggravation !) detained: there much 
longer then they need be, through the unna- 
tural neglect of thoſe: very creatures, whom 
they fatally loved too much ? - | 
TRA you may the better conceive all the 
horror ſuch ingratitude deſerves, let me try 
to make their caſe for a minute in ſome mea- 
ſure your own. Imagine then that after 
a horrible vreck at ſea, you were: to find 
yourſelves toſſed by the tumultuous waves al- 
moſt within touch of the ſhore; Where, after 
many a uſeleſs effort to gain the land, when 


Ja on the point. of ſinking breathleſs under 
the 


— 


( 54) 


the foaming ſurge, lo! to your comfort, you 
eſpy a gathering croud upon the beech, all 


attentive to your unavailing ſtruggles. How 
would not then your feeble limbs try to ſum- 
mon-up new vigour to contend for life? how 
would not then the language of your eyes in- 
voke with earneſtneſs their ſuccour, though 
your breath were too far ſpent-to do it ? And 
if able to relieve you, they cruelly forbore to 
do ſo; what bitterneſs would not their indif- 
ference add to your Affliction ? But how much 


greater ſtill muſt not that bitterneſs be; if they, 


who refuſed you their aid, were the very per- 
ſons for whoſe ſakes you had met that ruin ? 
Ah, methinks ! not the rage of the ſea, nor 
the death you were ſtruggling with, could 
have any horrors in them to equal ſuch a cir- 
cumſtance. And yet, Chriſtians, all this falls 


ſhort of what your departed friends in a Mid- 


dle - State, muſt feel from your neglects of help- 
ing them. They (alas I) are inceſſantly yearn- 
ang after God in a torrent of thorny diſappoint- 


ment: And you, who are members of the 
houſe of the Lord, have it in your power to 


haſten their deliverance with a copious foun- 
tain of prayer and good works. To You 


therefore they apply for piety and pity in their 
behalf. Of You they demand aſſiſtance by all 


the love they bore you when they lived upon 


earth, and by the mutual love they have a 


right to now they are deceaſed; by the ſa- 


cred ties of nature and grace; of country, 


blood, 
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„ * 
blood, acquaintance, friendſhip, charity, and 
that communion of, ſaints, which you enjoy _ 
in common with them; and by that grateful 
remembrance they will have of your endea- 
yours to relieve them. OnYou, in a word, they 
(or their ſufferings for them) are inceſſantly 
calling in thoſe other words of Holy Job. -— 
Have pity on us, have pity on us, at leaſt ye our 
Friends: for the hand of God has touched us. 
Can you then (oh Chriſtians I) be deaf to their 
juſt cries ? Can you be inſenſible to the woe 
they endure, perhaps on your account; per- 
| haps for failings which your example, provo- 
cation, counſel, or enticement drew-them in- 
to? Can you, oh orthodox Believers, ſuffer 
them to linger in pain for want of the aid you 
have the power to give them ? You who know 
and profeſs, that there is beyond the grave a 
 Middle-State, where God's deceaſed Elect 
not perfectly free from venial guilt, muſt ex- 
Plate that guilt by their own ſufferings, dr. by 
- your mediating piety ? No: it cannot be, that 
You, who believe this truth; can have the 
heart, inſtead of being their advocates, to be- 
come their perſecutors. And yet there is no 
medium between the two extremes. Not to - 
uſe all our efforts to ſhorten their diſtreſs, or 
at leaſt relieve them in it, with our prayers 
and good works, is in fact being their perſecu- 
tors and adding to the thorn of their diſap- 
pointment of immediate glory, the bitter ſting 
of our unnatural thankleſs jndifference. “ And 
TFT 2, | | 1 * 6 He 
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He fur even @ pagan Aue couli erg 
He, who can fave a perſon from pom ing, 


% and does not, may be ſaid to kill 
Ler us then, revered Auditors, rouſe our 


Et compaſſion in the behalf of thoſe ſa- 


cred ſuffering ſouls, who are all fo dear to 


God; who have many of them held us dear 
to them on earth; and who-now deſerve that 


we ſhould: hold * 2 dear to us. If I want 


_ eloquence to paint their ſorrows as they really 


are; where is the wonder? when Angels 
ſcarce are equal to the taſk. But you have 
ſenſe and piety: Employ them both then to 
gueſs from the little I have ſaid, the much I 


have omitted for want of words and time. 


And yet, what more need there to be ſaid, to 
melt with pity the hearts, I will not ſay of ge- 
nerous Chriſtians, like yourſelves but even 
of Barbarians 
WHAT fruit then, Chriſtians, way I TEAR 
that God's s departed ſuffering Elect will rea 
from your compaſſion ? Will you 3 


exert your charitable efforts to ſoften their 


pains and ſhorten their confinement, by re- 
doubling your devotion, leſſening your extra- 

vagances, and augmenting your works of mercy ? 
Are You, oh men, reſolved to break with vice; 
to conquuꝝ your palizons and bad habits ; your 
and other miſdeeds, in or- 
der to labour more efficaciouſly for the relcaſe- 
ment or relief of thoſe illuſtrious ſufferers ? 


* * oh ſemales, TONY your na- 
N aye 


> 3 
1 4 ) 
we tenderjiel of fex, try henceforth to bene 
t them} by laying wry your; vanities, back . 
itinge, diſfipations, affected airs, and buy 
idlings 3 in order the more effec; any to work 
and watch and faſt and pray them out of the 
thorny vale of dolours in which they are de- 
tained ? In a word, will open war be declared 
you All againſt the devil, the world and 
the fleſh 3 the better to qualify yourſelves for 
mediating between God and his departed lan- 
Fa ſpouſes? Ah yes, ſactell Souls! 1 
pe it will de ſo. Theſe Chriſtians are 
faithful members of Chriſt's myſtic body, 
Coheirs with You to his heayenly Feruſalen, 
and living parts of his Hoe on earth. 1 
truſt therefore, that in Their F uture piety” Von 
will find a plentiful - fountain Iue- out of © the 
houſe of os Lord, to water your torrent uf 
eborns. This, this is that myſtic fountain, Foe! 
ſeems to ſpeak of, vieh mater all the rivers of 
Judah flow with waters ; by transfering God's 
Elect to thole realms of bliſs whete they are 43 
be abſorbed in floods of unſpe bene 
This, I hope, by tlie future 
_ Chriſtians, will ſhortly' waſh-away 05 | 
preſent thorn; bear- down before it wy b. x 
ſtacle in your way to Heaven; and enabſe the 
ſtream of divine — within you tes jo that a- 
 byfs of divine Love, hende it Bt ofutY-/orth, 
to water the paradiſe of your faithful hearts. 
Courage then, oh ſuffering ſaints ! all here, 1 
OW; declare for . al here, Frrult;, will 


hence- 
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1 to: relenſa vou, with their 
faſtings, watchings, prayers and alms and 
other works of juſtice and of merey, from 
the torrent of diſtreſs you are in, and transfer 
vou to that ocean of joys. which you are yeanke 


| 40g after, and which is ready for yau.” _ + | 


Ir this news (ſo de/irable to God's departed, 
fill ſuffering Elect) be verified, by Vou, be- 
loved Chriſtians; as I truſt in your piety, it 
will be; I hape gained my point: There is 
an end to my diſcourſe ; And it becomes high 
time for My leſs detizate expreſſions to make 
way for the more eloquent language of Your 
actions. Oo then, and fee: what you can do 
for your departed friends, e of God 3 
who want your aſſiſtance; who truly deſerve 
t; and who Will. be eternally grateful. to you 


| Kor it. Sor for their ſakes and your own, and 
| henceforth love juſtice, purſue mercy, renounce 


your: vices, practiſe vinue, conquer your bad 
habits, try 40 grow rich in good ones; and 
daily. (while-you are doing all this) offer ſome 
ſacrifice, to God in favour of bis ſuffering 


Heck. Thus will your 2 have a two-fold 


efficacy; Like, à plentiful untain, iſiung- 


out 1 5 houſe. of tbe Lord, on one hand 


it will mater and remove their terrent of thornt, 
and on the ather it will waſh you ſo clean in 


this life from every moral ſain, that you your- 


ſelves may poſſibly eſcape the cruel diſappoint- 
ment and violence. of the like thorns in the 
$5 next. 
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Het. For, by conſtantly reminding 56, 
What They are ſuffering and of What bie 

* brought their. preſent ſufferings on them, it 
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will naturally lead you to reflect on the benen 


and pitter conſeqences of thoſe: imperfections, 
which Vou are tempted to ſet ſo light by at 
preſent, and will difpoſe you for effectually 
guarding againſt them for the future. Ii; 
ſhort by theſe means the filial Fear of God | 
within you will become daily more and more 
perfedt3-and after watering and enriching, the 


Ipiritual parag/e of your hearts with plenty of | 


ſtream will flow- back with all your affectionss 
to that ſovereign abyſs of uncreated Love; that 
only place of ſubſtantial plaſure, whence it firſt 


#/ing-forth : So that your fouls will be ſo per- 
| telly purified from every dtoſs of fin on this 
ſide the grave, that, without needing” to paſs 


through the bitter retatdment of a torrent of 0 


thorny expiation on the other, 59 will im- 
mediately drawn; your every feat in a flood f 
ſubſtantial univerſal joys; where, in π⁷¹]r¹dd 
departed, you will eternally enperience the 


truth of God's promiſt by his plalmiſt : BYE —| 
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*RMONS. for every Sunday, in the Year. 
four Volumes Of7avo, with an Appendix to the 
Taft Tome: Containing 4 Sermon on the Eterhity © 
of Hztt-Tonuzwrs, with 4 Preface ib atifiver to 


of England + And a Sermon on the PAS] of bur 
Saviour, for Good-Friday:; with 4 large Nader ib tl 
Whole. Price, 17 


n or 1 4 4 bou 
A _ Dzyouvt PAAR AHA on r 
TENTIAL .PsaLMs. Or. a Practica Gui to Re- 
: 2 ting Sinners: In w ich the my ftical and moral 
nſe of evety Verſe fry 3 n 


1 Jo dt e 0 dik con a . 


tion of the Tis Saks of the ſeveral 


* ch ae re | 


8 ere een 
| bur dev, Een. Gar Pts 


2. Erernal Miſery -onſequenc 
abuſed A Pio, in ANI Is de. 
y prove from the Attribute of God's 
nne tht the Pupiſttments 
cr js ores 5 
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Terms. Beef, Forever, Elerna, 
Pailage throug p- 
ture, are to be taken in à Mrited ſenſe for an IVY 
_ or. other.determin'd-Duration, and when in an un- 
confined one for a Duration properly Eternal. Pr. 15. 
3. Spiritual Advice to Children : Containing ſuch 
neceſſary and uſeful ee os as may ſuffice to 
make them good and ha i Chriſtians during their 
whole Lives. Price 4 d. or 3 5. 64. a Dozen. ] 


